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TO 

LADY DOUGLASS OF KELL^EAD, 

Madam, 
YOUR exemplary character for benevor 
lence, with every other Christian virtue, so 
long the boast of your worthy ancestors^ 
together with the honour of the Douglas? 
Family being so well known, anticipates 
any thing that might come from my pen 
on these subjects. All I have to observe 
is, I think myself highly honoured in being 
allowed to dedicate the following sheets to 
your Ladyship; which, next to Divine Pro- 
vidence, I commit to yoiu- patronage. And 
that that Almighty Being whose goodness 
appears so conspicuous in Spring, may bless 
you and yours, is the sincere wish of, 
Madam, 

Your Ladyship's 
Much obliged 

Most obedient and 

Very humble servant, 
Annan, 7 

July 21. 1803. J 

JAMES TISHi;K, 

mS<LG83S 



PREFACE. 

CREATION is a fubjea which fills 
every reafonable creature with won- 
der ; and in no feafon more than Spring, 
Then nature having burft the iron fetters- 
of flern winter, and broken down its icy 
prifon, fhivering at firft, creepeth gently 
forth; but.now having become vivid, wan- 
tjDns gaily over all the fieHs, ftrewing the 
earth with flowers, and pouring melody 
from every grove, while it awakens in the 
human breaft agreeable fenfatioi^s, e^i- 
vening the mind to fublimity of thought 
and fweet contemplation. It is therefore 
in order to point out fome fuitable fubjedts 
for this, which may be happily improven 
for our advantage, the following work is 
compofed, 

I am well aware, that thofc who expe^ 
|o find, in it, that, elegance of cxpreflioi^, 
fublimity of thought, or ftrength of judg- 
liient, which the fubjed^ require, will be 
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much difappointed ; and alfo that thofe 
who wifh to fhew their fkill in criticifm, 
will fijjd ample fcope for employing their 

pens. 

All I fliall fay by way of recommenda-* 
tion of it to my Readers is, I hope they 
will find nothing in it contrary to found 
principles, but may find fome little enter- 
tainment to pafs a vacant hour, and fome 
paflages which, through the Divine blef- 
ling, may prove ufeful to them. And 
that this laft may be the cafe, hath been, 
during the time of compofing it, and ftill is, 
the fincere wiihof theirs refpedfully, 

JAMES FISHER. 
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A few Lines Spoken at EDNAM,./i6^ birtb^ 
place of the celeiratedTHOMSO^^ when in the 
J^oom where it is supposed be was born. 

And is this the place where he who fung 
in drains fublime the fweets of Spring, 
with all the beauties of the flufliing year, 
was bom ! the honour of his nation, and . 
the ddight of the Mufes, whofe works, 
chiefly thofe of his Seafons, flsLnd unrivall- 
ed even by the Georgics themfelves : nor 
could Virgil, that Prince of Latin Poets, 
boaft of more harmonious numbers than 
thou, O Thomson! whofe lofty verfes, 
fam'd through the world, fupply the place 
of a ftately monument, which, if ever due 
to the memory of a Poet, thine well'de- 
fervcd. Up that majeilic ladder, the rounds 

which thou haft fo elegantly defcribed, 
may all afcend to contemplate, not only 
the God of Natuye, but alfo the God of 
Grace, the God and Father of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, by whom the worlds were 
made. If this is not the ufe which is made 
of thy lofty ftrains of poetry, and my low 
themes of profe, Pm afraid all will prove 
but a trifling amufemem. 
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H E works of God are a great book, con- 
fiding of three incomprehenfible volumes, 
namely, Nature, Providence, and Grace; 
which continually lye open for the perufal 
of all in heaven, and all on earth. It was 
on the former of thofe man firft opened 
his eyes in paradife. 

Beholding the magnificence of the ample 
page, how afloniflied would he be at find- 
ing himfelf, and obferving creation a- 
round ! Incomparably more fo than man 
now, who is born of a woman, and gra- 
dually comes from an unthinking to a 
thinking ftate ; from infancy to childhood, 
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and from childhood to man. Soon as 
the ftupendous wonders permitted his 
mental powers to aft in regularity, would 
not fuch, or fimilar, be the refledlions of his 
then perfedlly pure and rational foul ? What 
am I ! Where am I ! Of what anx I, and 
all iaround me, made ! Who made us ! 
and for what end was I, and all creation, 
formed ! A divine ray fliining through his 
foul, doubtlcfs, refolved the all-important 
queftions, making known the Creator and 
the end of creation. 

Struck with amazement at the infinite 
greatnefs, glory, and tranfcendent goodnefs^ 
of the Lord God his Maker, the Creator 
of heaven and earth, and the bounties of 
creation, would not he, for fome confider- 
able time, alternatively wonder and praife ; 
efpecially at the infinite kindnefs of the Lord 
God^ in condefccnding fo low, as gracioufly 
to enter into covenant with him, his crea- 
ture, and that in name of all his pofterity I 
Thofe who are of opinion that man did not 
Hand more than one day, allow him but 
little time indeed, either for admiring the 
works of creation, or celebrating the praifes 
of the Creator. 
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Although, in confummate wifdom, for 
the wifeft of reafons, the Moft High God 
hath feen it bed to conceal from us how 
long, or how lhort,man ,continuedin a ftate 
of innocence ; yet it is probable, both from 
fcripture and reafon, that he flood for a 
good fpace of time. Firft, when we reflect:, 
if it were pofTible for any, in a moment of 
time, to be removed into the midft of fome 
great country or city, without his know- 
ledge ; upon looking up, what would his af- 
tonifhment be? All wonder — all admira- 
tion ! How would he ftand amazed ! loft 
in refledlion, — confounded every power of 
his mind ! Whether in a dream, in a vi- 
fion» or awake, he beholds all, he is equal- 
ly uncertain. Not knowing what tb think, 
would not he ftand in contemplation, not 
for a fliort fpace, but for a long time ? And 
can we fuppofe that Adam, as has been al- 
ready obferved, would be lefs aftoniftied at 
finding himfelf, and beholding creation a- 
round ? nay, certainly unfpeakably more 
fo would he be. In the other cafe, the pow- 
ers of the mind and body were not new, 
but in that of Adam perfedlly fo : till that 
time unfelt and unknown. At once, per- 
fect as he was, how inconceivably great 
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would his aflonifhment at himfelf, be to 
himfelf. 

Is it not then reafonable to fuppofe, that^ 
for a confidcrablc time, he could be employ- 
ed in nothing elfe, but in alternately won- 
dering and praifing? efpecially if we confi- 
der that he was created after the Divine 
Image, and confequently, nothing was fo 
natural or delightful to him, as the beauty 
of holincfs, in adoring his God, and admi- 
ring the works of his hands. And upon the 
dmighty Author of his being, gracioufly 
vouchfafing to enter into covenant with 
him, would he not be excited to pour out . 
his foul in ftill more lively anthems of 
praife, if livelier were poflible, and higher 
ftrains of gratitude, while all the man was 
one continued flame of love to God ? Can 
we then think, in thefe bleft moments, when 
all his foul was tranfported with wonder, 
love, and joy ; or, for a confiderable time 
afterwards, he would feel even the fmallefl: 
want of an help meet for him ? Next, man 
being created an adlive, intelligent being, 
was not to let thofe powers with which he 
was endued, lye dormant, but cxercife thefe 
talents for the glory of his Creator, and the 
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good of creation; confequently, we find, 
from the Jacred page, the Xord God fill- 
ing his hands with fuitable employment, by 
placing him in the garden of Eden, for the 
purpofe of dreffing and keeping it ; and, in 
the mean time, bringing to him all the beads 
of the earth, and fowls of the air, in order 
to receive their names. 

Now, any who confiders what vaft num- 
bers of different fpecies there are, and the 
ftill greater varieties of each fpecies, muft 
reafonably fuppofe it would take a pretty 
long fpace of time for Adam to give them 
their names ; for, though he was perfedl, 
yet he was not an infinite, but a finite crea- 
ture ; and fo could not do things at once, 
but muft take time for his work, and em- 
ploy his wifdom in confulting the natures 
of the difi^erenc fpecies of thofe creatures, 
and give them their defignations according- 
ly, which doubtlefs he did. 

After this, we find the Lord God caufed 

a deep fleep to fall upon him ; and he flept, 

which no doubt took up fome portion of 

tinic. Upon his awakening, how would he 

. be furprized, at beholding a creature fo like 
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bimfelf, the comelieft of all creation around ? 
and ' ftill more fo, when by revelation he 
knew flie was made of a rib from his fide ? 
Bone of his bone, and flefh of his flefh, he 
confefledihe was, and called her Woman. Thus 
finding an help meet for him, uniting in af- 
fedlion, they became one, and proved that fa- 
cred bond which is fo indifpenfably neceffary 
for the upholding of the human kind. Can 
we then fuppofe that Eve, immediately upon 
her arifing from the fide of her hufband, 
would run gadding abroad among the trees 
of the garden ? Surely no, but, furprifed at 
each other, wondering at themfelves and all 
around ; and fhe moft, if more could be, be- 
ing lad brought into exiftence, joining in 
fweet converfation, admiring creation, and 
praifing their Creator; the man having taught 
her him, and declared the covenant, they 
doubtlefs fpent their firft conjugal hours in 
that very place, or arbour, where Adam firft 
received the hand of his innocent bride from 
indulgent heaven. Now, if it was the duty, 
as well as a great part of the. employment of 
man, in a ftate of innocence, to contemplate 
the works of God ; it certainly is and oughc 
to be oi;rs, their fallen race* 
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Meditation is a duty to \^hich the ra-^ 
tional foul naturally prompts man. It was 
by contemplating the works of creation, that 
the heal!iens themfelves came to the know- 
ledge of a God ; ** becaufe that which may 
" be known of God, is manifeft in them, 
** for God hath fliowed it unto them ; for 
** the invifible things of him from the crea- 
** tion of the world, are clearly feen, being 
*' underftood by the things that are made, 
" even his eternal power and Godhead," 
Rom, i. 19, 20. If heathens made fo great 
a progrefs by reading in the volume of crea- 
tion, at the dim Hght of nature, what ought 
Chriftians to do in the funfhine of divine 
revelation ! 

The royal Pfalmift, ftruck witl^ beholding 
a few of the great out-lines of creation, even 
the eeleftial bodies, cries out with rapture 
and aftonifhment to the Lord, faying, '* What 
"is man, that thou art mindful of him! 
" and the fon of man, that thou vifiteft 
" him!" Pfalm viii. 4. And well might 
he, in confideration of that infinite power, 
wifdom, greatnefs, and glory, that hung 
thofe immcnfely ponderous luminaries in 
the midft of the vaft expanfe of ether, 
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poif^d them fo nicely, and bade them, to a 
pundlilio, obfervc their courfes, and flill 
fupports thcfc vaft orbs in their ftations. 
I lay, in confideratiori of that 4llniighty 
Beings who wrought ovit the heavens with 
his fingers, adorning them with ftars, which 
in luilre, number, artd magnitude, far fur- 
pafs the ken of the moft acute ailronomer, 
and hghted up thefe wonderful lamps, or 
rather globes of fire, in the ftupendous arch 
— that a Being of fuch infinite wifdom, 
-power, and glory, fliould condcfcend to take 
notice of fuch a little thing as man ! yea, 
fuch a vile thing as man had made himfelf. 

But O, what notice was k that Jehovah 
did take of hini ! " Hear, O heavens, and be , 
aftoniflied, O earth!" it was not only to create 
him a holy and happy creature, nor, when 
lie had fallen by his iniquity, (till to con- 
tinue to preferve him in being, .and fupply 
him out of his bountiful hand with number- 
lefs temporal good things ; but how Ihall it 
be told for wonder and amazement ! that 
fame , God, who made the ftars, countech 
their numbers, and calleth th^m all by their 
names ; meafured the waters in the hollow 
of his hand, and meted out heaven with the 
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fpan, and comprehended the diifl of the 
earth in a meafure ; and weighed the moun- 
tains in fcales, and the hills in a bal- 
lance ; before whofe face the earth and the 
heavens flee away, and in whofe jprefence 
the higheft feraphim in heaven veil their 
faces with their wings, Gen. i. 16. Pf. cxlvii, 
4. Ifa. xL 12. Rev. xx. 11. Ifa. vi. 2. fent 
his own eternal, only-begotten, and well- 
beloved Son, one in efTence with himfelf, into 
this world, to become an infant of days, to 
lead a forrowful life, and at length to bear 
all that infinite wrath, or equal to it, which 
the eledl Ihould have borne through all eter- 
nity, and die the fhameful, painful, accurfed 
death of the crofs for man ; vile,finfulman, 
his avowed enemy ! 

O, unlpeakable love ! was ever love like 
this ? Well might the royal Pfalmift ftand 
amazed at it, when he confidered, that that 
God, who wrought out the heavens with his 
fingers, made the moon and the ftars, and all 
the hoft of heaven ; fuftains all the planets 
with his hand, and fwaddled the ocean with 
thick darknefsjfettin^ doors and bars,{liying. 
Hitherto {halt thou come, but no farther; and 
here fliall thy proud waves be flayed : fliould 
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himfelf be wrapt in fwaddling cloathes, and 
laid in a manger ; have his hands and feet 
nailed to the accurfed tree of the crofs, groan, 
bleed, and die, for fuch a finful creature as 
man. If the king of Ifr^el was loft in thought 
at viewing this afar off, what ought we to 
be who live in gofpel days ! The works of 
nature naturally lead the contemplative mind 
up the ftream of creation to God the foun- 
tain-head. This they did to David, and fo 
Ihould they do to us. All the works which 
we behold fhew forth his wifdom, power, 
and goodnefs. " The heavens declare the 
*' glory of God, and the firmament flieweth 
" his handy-work : day unto day uttereth 
" fpeech, and night unto night fheweth 
** knowledge : there is no fpeech nor lan-r 
" guage where their voice is not heard ; 
*' their line is gone out through all the earth, 
" and their words to the end of the world." 
Pf. xix, I. to 4. 

Thefe, though in filence, preach a loud 
fermon in the ear of reafon ; every planet 
declaring, as it revolves, it is made and 
fuftained by an Almighty hand ; while every 
comet that blazeth with incredible fwiftnefs 
through ccher, proclaimeth, as it fliooteth 
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along, the arm that launched it is infinite ; 
and all the conftellations fhew forth, as they 
Ihine, the goodncfs, wifdom, power, and 
glory of their infinite Almighty maker. Not 
are terreftrial things lefs filent in his praife. 
If we only caft our eyes around, and behold 
the furface of the globe, how may we be 
ftruck with wonder at the agreeable variety 
of objcdls which are prcfented to our view ? 
Not a mountain, rock, plain, vale, wood, 
river, or fea, but proclaimeth aloud its 
Maker's goodnefs, and is ftored with in- 
habitants, animate and inanimate, luitablc 
to its nature* 

The mountains, being a repofitory for gra- 
nite, metak, and minerals, which are fo in- 
difpenfably necelfary for mechanical labours 
and medicine, are a difplay of the wifdom 
of the Creator ; for if fuch had not been 
ftored up in the bowels of eminences, how 
fcarccly, if at all, could they be dug up ? 
For, where could the miner find a defcent 
to carry off the water which deluged his 
work ? And is it not from the hills we have 
our fprings, which, falling down their fides 
in rills, at the bottom are formed into rivers, 
which gliding gently along, are thereby ren- 
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dered pure and healthful : whereas if, other- 
wife, the furface of the globe had been level, 
they would have flood flagnated, and proved 
rather prejudicial than helpful and nourilh- 
ing to planets and animals. 

Befides, do^noc the mountains beautify 
the landfcape, and keep the eye from being 
fatigued with fpace^ and likcwife conftitute 
a proper temperature of the air ? where the 
climate is cold, keeping the vallies warm ; 
and in hot countries preferving a refrefhing, 
cooling breeze, on their fummits, for the be- 
nefit and health of thofe who regale them- 
felves with it. Alfo from their tops they af- 
ford an agreeable profpedl of the lowlands ; 
and enable to defcry enemies at a diftance 
in time of war, and fo timely to provide for 
fafety. 

To this we may add, they are admirably 
adapted for the accommodation of wild fowls, 
and beafts, and even ferpents, which other- 
wife would prove troublefome to man. There 
the adder and fnake in wanton curls can 
fport among the heath, and balk themfelves 
amid the funny beams, without either much 
annoying man, or being annoyed by him, ; 
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" The high hills are a refuge for the wild 
" goats, and the rocks for the conies, '* Pfl 
civ. iS. Come we now to the vales, which 
arc fb well adapted for culture and vegeta- 
.tion : here again appears the goodnefs of 
God ; for if all had been hills and moun- 
tains, how fatigued would man and beaft 
have been in culturing them for their fuftcr 
nance ? But, blefled be the Lord, though, in 
confequence of the fall, he faid man fhould 
eat bread in the fweat of his face, he did not 
fay he fhould eat it in the blood thereof, 
which doubtlefs would oft have been the 
cafe if this had been the form of the globe. 

Let us then adore his name for its com- 
modious figure : and while we culture our 
valleys, admire his handy-works : for not a 
plant, herb, or flower, grows in them, but 
fheweth forth the wifdom and glory of their 
Maker. And feeing we cannot fully com- 
.prehend how a fingle pile of grafs begins to 
vegetate and fir ike forth its roots in the 
eartli, let us lie low in the valley of humility, 
nor dare to arraign the divine decrees, but 
faying, with the father of the faithful, " Shall 
not the Judge of all the earth do right r" 
Gen. xviii. C5. 
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Next, the majeftic appearance of the fo- 
refts {hould ftrike our minds with a due 
fenfe of that majefty and power which 
made and reared their lofty plants ; and of 
that goodnefs which hath made them of 
fuch utility to man and beaft. And as for 
the rivers, not to Ipeak of what ufe they 
are for preferving and nourifliing their fin- 
ny inhabitants, which fo plentifully furnifli 
our tables ; they are of abfolute heceffity for 
the fupport and nourifhment of both ani- 
mal and vegetable life. 

In 'them, not only all men, but all the 
beads of the earth, may freely quench their 
thirft : which Iheweth the boundlefs bene- 
ficence of our almighty Creator. Rivers arc 
thereby fit emblems of the water of life, to 
which all the fons of Adam are invited to 
come and drink freely, without money, 
and without price. Ifa. Iv. i. Rev. xxi. 

It^ is wonderful, that all the rivers are ex- 
haled in vapours from the fea by the heat 
of the fun ; refined in the clouds, diftilled 
in gentle fliowers on the earth, and return 
thither again. Doth not the wifdom and 
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goodnefs of God appear greatly in this? 
For, if the vapours were not thus drawn 
forth from the deep, refined and diflilled, 
we could neither have frefli water or rivers, 
and fo no life or vegetation on the earth. 
And, on the other hand, if thofe vapours 
did not return again to the ocean in rivers, 
the earth would foon be deluged, and be- 
come unfit for the habitation of man or 
beaft ; — nay, in procefs of time, become a 
fea itfelf, while the ocean became a dry 
land. 

Let us then blefs the mod high Gpd for 
this wife difpofal of things ; and, as we have 
our life and being from him^ as the ihow- 
ers accomplifli the end for which they are 
fent on the earth, and then again return to 
the fea ; fo may we anfwer the end for 
which we are fent into the world, and at 
laft return, through the merits of Chrift, 
to God in heaven, the fountain of our be- 
ing and happinefs ! 

Turn we now to the ocean itfelf : what 
a world of waters are there ! and what a 
water of wonders ! In this great and wide 
fea are things creeping innumerable, both 



24 CREATION. 

fmall and greac beafts : There go the fhips ; 
there is that leviathan, whom thou hall 
made to play therein, faith David, Pf. civ, 
25,26. 

This heap of great waters would foon 
prove the death of all the inhabitants in the 
earth, as well as its own, was it not kept 
from ftagnating, and thereby putrifying, by 
the continual flux and reflux of the tide, 
every wave of which befpeaks the wifdom 
and power of its almighty Maker, while 
they lafli the fliore, and threaten to over- 
whelm the world. No fooner they reach 
the decreed place, than they begin to retreat 
with apparent reludlance, ftill renewing their 
hoftile attempts, and as often lofing ground ; 
till at length, by an invifible power, they are 
entirely beat back to the main ocean. 

If it were not for the feas, how could 
commerce be carried on with the different 
parts of the world ? If all were dry land 
that would be next to impradlicable ; nor 
could the gofpel and civilization be fpread 
through the globe. And may we not fee a 
manifeftation of divine wifdom in making 
every lea to have" communication one with 
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another, the Dead Sea. and Cafpiaa ex- 
cepted ; fo that trading can be freely 
expedited and carried on through the 
world. A lefs heap of waters would not fo 
well anfwcr this end, and more were unne- 
ceffary- 

Should not then that power, wifdom, and 
goodnefs, which created that vehicle of com* 
merce, and made and difcovered the power 
of the loadftone, by which means navi- 
gation is arrived at fuch perfedlion, draw 
forth our aflfedlions to our bountiful Crea- 
tor ? And do not the different fpecies of 
animals, which inhabit air, earth, and wa- 
ter, all proclaim the wifdom and goodnefs 
of their and our almighty Lord ? 

The fowls, deftined to fly in the open fir- 
mament of heaven, are all provided with 
wings and tails of convenient lengths, which 
ferve as oars and rudders, to fleer their bo- 
dies through the aerial ocean : while their 
beautiful, gloify plumage, fupports them a- 
lofc with eafe, and fheweth forth to every 
intelligent being, that their Creator mufl be 
glorious, good, and wife, feeing he hath 
decked them with fuch graceful pinions, 



cl6 creation.- 

and otherwife qualified them for performing 
the fundlions of animal life. 



How admirably are they fuited with 
bills ! whereas, if their mouths^ had been 
large^ and in their heads as quadrupeds are, 
how could they then have taken up fmall par- 
ticles of grain from the earth, or digged in- 
fe6ls out of the mould ? whereas now, by 
their beaks, they can peck fueh with eafe ; 
and if without claws, many of them which 
rood on the trees could not have done fo^ 
but muft have been much expofed to the 
ravages of quadrupeds during the night, 

Thofe of them which are of the aquatic 
kind are all provided with members anfwer- 
able for gathering their food in the watery 
element : fuch as are fwimmers, being web- 
footed, and having their breafls and belliea 
ftrongly lined with downy feathers, clofe as 
fcales, are thereby qualified for remaining 
long in the water, and defended from the 
injuries of its cold ; and thofe which cannot 
fwim, but wade, with long legs and neck^, 
whereby they are enabled to hunt in the 
Ihallows for the finny tribe ; fbme of them 
too, fuch as the heron, having the middle 
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claw on each foot toothed like a faw, caii' 
thereby more readily feize and hold their 
flippery prey. All which fhow the bounty 
and care of the indulgent Creator, who hath 
left none of his creatures deftitute of fuit- 
able means for prcfefving life. But though 
thefe kinds find ample provifion in the wa- 
ters, what becomes of thofe that live whole- 
ly on the land, which neither fow nor ga- 
ther into barns ? Shall they ftarve ? No : 
for we are told our heavenly Father feedeth 
them. Mat vi. 26. 

Grudge not, then, ye hufbandmen, when 
the birds of the air defcend upon your cul- 
tured fields, and peck a few of thefe innu- 
merable grains, which your Creator and 
theirs hath bountifully bellowed upon you ; 
nor wifh too keenly for their deftrudtion ; 
for, perhaps, they ferve you more than all 
the injury they do. ** This the inhabitants 
" of New England experienced, when, after 
** they had given a reward for deftroying 
.** thj5 purple jack-daws, the intent was al- 
" moft efFedled, at the coft of the inKabi- 
'** tants ; who difcovered, at length, that 
** Providence had not formed thefe feeming- 

'* ly deftrudive birds in vain. Notwith- 
c» 
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" {landing they caufed fuch havock among 
** the grain, they made ample recompence 
** by clearing the ground of the noxious 
" worms with which it aboufids. As fobn 
" as the birds were deftroyed, the reptiles 
" had full leave to multiply, and the confe- 
" quence was the total lofs of the grafs in 
" 1 749, when the New Englanders, too late 
** repentants, were obliged to get their hay 
•* from Penrifylvania, and even from Great 
*^ Britain*/' 

As for the beads of the earth, no lefs con- 
fpicuous doth the wifdom and goodnefs of 
the Creator appear in them, whether we con- 
fider their numbers, ufes, colours, or forms. 
That thofe quadrupeds which are of a fero- 
cious kind fhould be few in number, and 
thofe whicih are gentle and docile, and of 
great utility to man, very numerous, is cer- 
tainly a difplay of infinite wifdom and kind- 
nefs. 

The more we confider the latter, the 
greater rcafon we have td adore the Lord of 
all for his wife difpofal of things. 

* See Encyclopaedia Britannica. 
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Did the horfe, that mofl beautiful of all 
the four-footed kind, the ftrengch and cou- 
rage of which is terrible in war; or the 
lufty ox, which bellows in our fields, know 
properly what flrength they are poffefTed 
of, — would the one, by means of a fimple 
boy, be made to draw in the plough, and 
drudge in our carriages, or the other driven 
or turned away by a little child ? How 
wifely, then, hath our Creator apparently 
deprWed them of this knowledge, or mag- 
nified man greatly i^i their eyes ! other- 
wife, how would the labours of the hufband- 
man be facilitated ? 

. Is not the Creator's goodnefs, too, great- 
ly manifefted in the provifioa he hath made, 
both for the protedion and fubfiftence of 
the inferior animals ? Thofe of them which 
have the lead means of defending them- 
felves by ofFenfive operations, againft the at- 
tacks of enemies, are either put more imme- 
diately under the care of man, fuch as the 
flicep, or enabled to elude the foe by agility 
and fwiftnefs, fuch as the hare ; while all 
of them arc fupplied with food fuitable for 
them, out of His ever-liberal hand. Let us^ 

then adore the bounteous Lord, fiixce the 

C3 
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higheft angel in heaven is not above his 
controul, nor the meancft infecft or reptile, 
that crawls on the earth, below his notice, 

The fifhes of the fea, likewife, have their 
fliare in proclaiming his wonderful works. 
Could we follow them in their excurfions 
through the pathlefs deep, and behold their 
nianoeuvres, and the gambols of the levia- 
than, we might juftly cry out, How wonder- 
ful are thy works, O Lord ! And is it not 
a great manifeftation of infinite counfel and 
wifdom, that thofe of the finny tribe which 
are of the greatefl benefit to man, are moft 
plenteous, and remain near the fhores j 
whereas the others, like the voracious a- 
mong the fowls, and the ferocious amongft 
the beafts, are, in general, more remote from 
the habitations of men ? 

Shall we next come home to ourfelyes, and 
j:ake a yiew of man ? 

And what a wonderful creature is man ! 
whether we conlider the texture of his body, 
or the formation of his foul ! What a cu-^ 
rious ftrudlure is the body ! confifling of 
various fenfes, parts, and members, admira-? 
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fAj framed for performing all the fundions 
of human life, nothing that could be awant- 
Ing, and nothing fuperfluous ; all fituated 
moft conveniently for ufe, ornament, and 
mutual affiftancc; difplaying the wifdom 
and goodnefs of our Almighty Maker. His 
ere(5l form fhews he was made for the con- 
templation of high and noble objedls, and to 
look for happinefs fomewhere e^fe than from 
the earth ; befides, this elegant ftrudlure of 
the body, with the majefly of the counte- 
nance, fcrvc to over-awe the brutal creation. 

If we confider the fenfes, how wonderful 
are they, and how conveniently fituated ! 
As watchmen ufed not to be placed in a low 
or obfcure fituation, but on the walls or 
towers of the capital, to give timely infor- 
mation of danger to the monarch and inha- 
bitants that lodged within ; fo the nobleft 
fenfes are not ftationed low in the body, but 
wifely in the head, faid by fome to be the 
capital of the foul, fo that they may give 
timely intelligence of hurt to that rational 
monarch. How aftonifhing are the proper- 
ties of the eye ! difplaying the wifdom and 
power (which, indeed, all the other fenfes 
df),) of our almighty Maker, as by it things 
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are defcried at a great diftance, and the co- 
Jour and fliape thereof, that moment it be-' 
holds them, communicated to the foul. By- 
it we can find our way amidft the pathlefs 
ocean; diftinguifh faces, -lio we ver much a^ 
like ; vie^ the ctiriofities of machinery ; 
take up the ftatelinefs, elegancy, and orna- 
ments of architedlure, and event canvafs the 
celpftial bodies themfelveg. 

Without the fenfe of vifion, to us the 
rainbow would difplay its variegated co- 
lours in vain, the delight of the landicape 
be loft, and the exquifite tinges of the tulip, 
with, all the retinue of flowers, be exhibited 
to no purpofe. The fenfe of hearing, too, 
how furprifing it is ! as by it founds are 
diftinguilhed, and the pleafure of harmony 
communicated to the mind. Nor is that of 
iinelling lefs wonderful, whereby agreeable 
odours are received with pleafure, and the 
contrary with reludance, and by which we 
are led to frequent places and take food, 
which is moft conducive for our healthy 
liikewife that of the palate ; how nicely 
floth it diftinguifh betwixt that which is a- 
greeable and difagreeablc to the appetite, re- 
fgiying the things of t:he former with com-. 
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placency, and thofe of the latter with dif- 
like. Nor is that of feelmg lefs aftonilhing, 
the fenfe of which is diflfufed over the whole 
body, as that which .is of abfoluce neceflity 
for the comfortable exiftence of the animal 
part. And how ftrangc is it, that, no foon* 
er any objedl is felt by the hand^ or any o- 
ther part of the body, than an idea thereof 
is conceived by the mind ! 

Three of thefe centinels, or out-pofts, that 
are more abfolutely neceflary for the prefer- 
vation of the body, are fheltered from the 
injuries of the weather, or attacks of ene^ 
mies, in little chambers as it were, or watcb* 
houfes. ' 

Thus the eye, upon the approach of any 
danger, quickly fhuts its two-leaved gates. 
And though the hearing and fmelling have 
their ports continually open, yet are they 
not lefs fecured, being flationed a good way 
back J whereas, if thefe intelligencers were 
pofted entirely on the outfide of the head or 
face, the flighted injuries might deprive us 
of their fervice, (an argument of infinity wif- 
dom and care.) 
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Now, if it were not for the fenfes, how 
could the foul be charmed with the beauties 
of nature, receive agreeable fenfations fronx 
the power of melody, delight in the. fra- 
grance of the field, relifti food, or find com- 
fort in life ? Thefe fenfes, in part, are com- 
pion to the brutal creation, but there is one 
faculty which man alone pofTefTes, which 
fets him far fuperior to all the creatures bcr 
low ; and that is the power of fpeech,Vhcre- 
by he can addrefs the Divine Being, and 
converfe with men, which is called in Scrip- 
ture, the glory of man, Pf. xvi. 9. — ^xxx. 1 2. 
Ivii. 8. — cviii. i. What a pity is it, then, 
diat this faculty, with which Qod hath fo 
highly diftinguifhed him above all the other 
creatures on earth, fhould be ufed in blaf- 
pheming and difhonouring Him, and ill 
idle and trifling converfation ! 

In the head, likewife, is the brain, the 
fountain of the animal fpirits, the principle 
of all fenfe and motion, and faid to be the 
palace-royal of the foul : not to fpeak of the 
numerous nerves, which from it are diftri- 
buted throughout the whole human fyflem, 
how wonderfully is it preferved and kept 
from diforder by a very .thin membrane of 
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a golden colour, called the Pious Mo- 
ther ! which flraitly embraces it, and 
keeps it from quaftiing ; round which is 
another more lo6fe, but tougher and 
ftronger : next is the llcull, which is hard 
as a bone, and of remarkable tenacity, co- 
vered with fkin and hair ; thus defended, 
it cannot eafily be injured. And as 
for the heart, the principal of all animal 
life and a<5lion, called, by fome, the Sun of 
the little world, being that where the vital 
flame is conftantly kept up ; how carefully 
is it depoficed in the centre of the trunk of 
the body ! tranfverfely in the cavity of the 
breaft, inclofed in its own membrane^ cal- 
led Pericardium, which contains a tranfpa- 
/ent liquor that facilitates its motion and 
prevents friiJlion. 

This was doubtlefs that blood and water, 
contained about the. heart, which followed 
the fpear of that vile mifcreant who pierced 
our Saviour's facred fide. Amazing love ! 
that he fliould permit even this to be done 
after he was dead ! that the world might be 
aflured of the truth of his death. Oh the 
greatnefs of the wrath of almighty God, knd 
the heinous nature of our fins, that nothing 
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lefs than the laft drop of the heart's blood of 
our Lord could quench it, and waili chem 
away. 

In the heart is that crimfon fountain 
which fuftains the whole human fyftem ; 
but how from the ventricles it is forced in- 
to the arteries, and thence diflfufed into num- 
berlefs ftreams through the body, and re- 
Uirned again by the veins through the au- 
ricles to the heart, anatomy not being our 
fubjedl, I fhall not determine ; but further 
notice, how the heart is guarded by ribs, 
flelh, mufcles, and fliin, near which are like- 
wife placed the arms for its prote<5lion. By 
all which we fee the wifdom and goodnefs 
of our Creator, in placing thofe principals 
of exiftence, namely, the brain and heart, 
with fuch fecurity in the body. 

Should I fpeak of ther members, we fliould 
find them no lefs wonderfully contrived 
and fituated to anfwer the conveniences of 
life. 

But ciirioufly and wonderfully as the 
body is framed, the foul is ftill more fo, be- 
ing an immaterial, thinking fubflance, pof- 
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fefled of powers immediately derived from 
God ; one of which is that of the under- 
{landing, by which we difcern and have a 
knowledge of things, their fituations, quali- 
fications and qualities, and form our judge- 
ments of them accordingly. 

Next, the will, that power by ^ which we 
chufe or refufe that which the underftand- 
ing points out to be good, or hurtful for us. 
Likewife that of the confcience, by which 
^ we are approved, when we have chofen, lov- 
ed, or done that which our underftanding 
pointed out to be right for us, and reprov- 
ed when we have a(5led the contrary. 

Next, the memory, that by which we 
retain thofe things in our minds which 
we have underftood or learned. And the 
imagination, which ferves as a handmaid to 
the underftanding, and all the other facul- 
ties, by lupplying them with ideas ; and is 
to the Ibul as the breath to the body, the 
fetter of all the other powers on motion ; 
not to fpeak of the paffions, which, for no- 
ble purpofes, the Moft High hath endued 
us with, but which, alas ! are too often ufed 
to his difhonour. 
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The brutal creation, indeed, enjoy tHofe 
powers in fome meafure after their kind ; 
to inftance only that of the dog for all. 
Does he not underftand that which i^ good 
or hurtful for him ? for, place him upon the 
edge of a high precipice, where, on the one 
fide, he can come from it with fafety, will 
he not difcern his danger in leaping, and 
ihew his will in chooiing to come down the 
other way ? And if he has often done a 
wrong, and been frequently beaten for it, 
will he not thereby become fenfible that 
that is difpleafing to his owner ? And if he 
fee or hear his mafter coming the time he is 
doing that particular fault, as, for inftance, 
lying in a bed or fo, will he not ihew his 
confcioufnefs of it, and his fear of pun- 
ifhment, by his immediately leaping out, 
or giving over what he was doing? 
And does it not Ihew his . memory, when 
he has loft his mafter, in running to the 
different houfes or places which he ufed to 
frequent, feeking him ? and his thaught, or 
confideration, at the meeting of two ways, 
when running before, ftopping at an un- 
certainty, till fuch time as he fees which 
road his owner will take ? And that he i» 
poffcfTed with paflions, is evident from his 
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fiffedlion for his mafter, fear, anger, and re- 
fentmcnt of injuries. 

Now, fince brutes are thus endowed, this 
queftion will naturally occur, What pre-emi- 
nence hath a man above a bcaft ? I anfwer, 
A very great deal. The fpirit, or brutal foul, 
is from the earth, and anfwereth to man and 
the things of this life ; and that in a very li- 
mited capacity : whereas the foul of man is 
from God, and anfwereth to God ; and the 
things not only of this life, but alfo of that 
which is eternal in a very extenfive de- 
gree : being highly diflinguifhed by the fa- 
culty of rationality or reafon, whereby it 
can difcriminate and clearly diftinguifh be- 
twixt moral good and evil^ truth and falfe- 
hood ; affemble ideas, comparing one with 
another through means of intermediate ones; 
reflect and deduce caufes from effedfe, and 
efFecfls from' caufes, and fo find out truth 
from error, right from wrong, a future ftate 
from a prefent, and delight in the contem- 
plation of infinity itfelf. 

What a noble creature then is the foul of 
man ! True,-indeed, it, by the fall of Adam, 
(as Mephibolheth falling out of his nurfe's 
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lap,) was lamed, in all its powers, and greatly 
defiled, yet, blelTed be God, through faith, 
Chrift Jefus, that Phyfician of value, will 
heal and purify all again, and fet it down 
to feaft continually at the King's table above. 
2 Sam, iv. 4. and ix. 13. And feeing God 
hath thus highly diftinguiflied us from the 
inferior creatures, not only by reafon, but 
alfo in the ufe and capacity of all our men- 
tal powers, how thankful fliould we be, and 
improve them for his honour and glory, for 
which end we were endowed with them, 
and after whofe image we were made ! And, 
on the other hand, treat with gentlenefs thofe 
inferior creatures, which bear fo much of 
ours. -The foul of man, a^moft active in- 
telligent being, muft, of neceflity^ according 
to its effence, always* be thinking on fome- 
what, and can it be employed in a more rea- 
fbnabte fervice, or train of thinking, than 
meditating on the fountain of its being and 
his wonderful works ? 
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CONTEMPLATION L 

0« /-6<? Dawn o/*?i&e Morning. 

TTTTHtLE drowfy mortals are as yet fu- 
pinely fnoring on their couches, fome 
it may be ftrnggling in their dreamy with 
fore conflidls, and others exulting in ima- 
ginary blifs ; let me, this fine morning, ftray 
into the fields, and while I wet my foot with 
the virgin dews, regale my fcent with the 
balmy odours which the zephyrs breathe 
from the flowering herbage ; the beauties of 
which are at prefent obfcured by the dark- 
nefs. 

Now, in this feafon, of all others beft 
adapted for meditation, may I employ !aiy 
thoughts on fuitable fubjedts, and begin with 
contemplating the goodnefs of my Maker, in 
bringing me in fafety through the laft night, 
acknowledging, with the prophet, ** his mcr- 

D 
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cies are new every morning ;" while yon- 
der dappled Eaft declares, that ** great is his 
faithfulnefs," 'who hath promifed that there 
fliall be day and night while the earth re- 
maineth. 

The light now approaches, liow feeble are 
its rays ! Yet I know it to be the dawn, for 
I begin to dilcover fome of the objedls a- 
round me. How rapid is its motion ! like 
the fwift tide which overflows the fand till 
all is loft in one vaft ocean ; fo prevaileth the 
light over the darknefs, but with incredible 
more velocity, till night is overwhelmed in 
the glare of day. ** Truly the light is fweet^ 
** (faith the infpircd Solomon,) and a plpa- 
" fant thing it is for the eyes to behold the 
** fun.'* Eccl. xi. 7, This puts me in mind 
of the creation of the world, when God faid, 
'* Let there be light, and there was light." 
Gen. i. 3. Had that omnipotent, infinitely 
gracious word, not been fpoken, how mifer- 
able,if at all, had our world been! man would 
have groped in darknefs, and worn out a 
£hort life in wretchednefs and grief. 

But this calls to my memory a ftill more 
interefting fvibjcdl j namely, the fall of man, 
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&nd the firft promife of the Gofpel ;.whcn 
Adam, by his awful apoftacy from the path 
of redlitude, eternally benighted, not only 
himfelf, but all his pofterity, in mifery and 
woe : Thus was man in grofs darkncfs, go- 
ing headlong down to the pit of deftrud^ion, 
when, lo ! a voice was heard which might 
well aftonifh, both heaven and earth, for it 
was the voice of mercy, the Lord God fay- 
ing, as it were, SuflFer him not to go down 
to the pit, for I have found a ranfom. Job 
xxxiii. 24. ; when, to the wonder of angels, 
and the aftonifliment of men, he faid in ef- 
fedl, as he faid with refpcdl to the natural 
world, " Let there be light,'' 

When he gave that infinitely gracious^ 
unfpeakably precious promife, that the feed 
of the woman fhould bruife the head of the 
ferpent, Gen. iii. 15. this no doubt furprifed 
Adam with joy inexpreflible, and enkindled 
fuch a flame of gratitude in his foul, as eter- 
nity itfelf Ihall never be able to extin- 
guifh. 

This firft promife of the gofpel, like the 
natural dawn, unfolded itfelf ftill more and 
more, through all the Old^Teftament difpen- 
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fation, until at length it fhined in the per-* 
fedl day in the new. 

When Chrift Jefus, the Sun of righteouf- 
nefs, arofe with healing in his wings, and 
iflione on our earth, in a body of flefh, for 
about the fpace of thirty-three years ; though, 
indeed, he had no form nor comelinefs in 
the eyes of thofe who were ftill in a natural 
ftate, how falutary were his beams to thofe 
who believed in his name. He, to the ap- 
prehenfion of his enemies, finally fet on the 
croft, when he yielded up the gholl : while 
the fun in the firmament hid his face with 
a fable covering, as alhamed to behold his 
Creator's fufi^erings ; and the vail of the tem- 
ple rent in twain from top to bottom ; to 
fhcw that the way to the holieft of all was 
then made clear, and the fhadows of the 
morning, viz. the types and ceremonies of 
the Mofaical difpenfation, terminated in the 
great antitype Chrift Jefus, the Sun of righ- 
teoufnefs ; who, to the unfpeakable joy of 
his people, but terror of his enemies, quickly 
arofe from death, behind which cloud his 
humanity had fet, for a very Ihort time, ufh- 
ering in the broad day of the everlafting 
gofpel, to fhine with additional fplendor 
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tlirough all eternity. It is true, as he was 
God, his glory was the fame from ever- 
lafting, and could admit of no increafe — but 
as he was man, it certainly did : '' being 
*' found in faihion as a man, he humbled 
" himfelf, and became obedient unto death, 
*' even the death of the crofs : wherefore Cod 
" alfo hath highly exalted him, and given 
*' him a name, which is above every name, 
** that at the name of Jefus every knee 
" fhould bow, of things in heaven, and 
*' things in earth, and things under the earth: 
" And that every tongue Ihould confefs that 
" Jefus Chrift is Lord, to the glory of God 
*' the Father." Phil ii. 8, 9, 10, 1 1. 

Since, now, ** life and immortality are*' 
clearly " brought to light through the gof- 
" pel," 2 Tim. i. 10 ; and *' through the ten- 
** der mercy of our God the Day-fpring from 
" on high hath vifited us, Luke i. 78., even 
us, in this ifland of the fea, where our fa- 
thers " who fat in darknefs faw great light ; 
** and to them who fat in the region and (ha- 
*' dow of death light is fprung up," Matt iv. 
16. even him (who is the Sun of righteouf- 
ncfs with healing in his wings, (MaL iv. /.) 
through whofe bleffed rays they law their 
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benighted fituation, and were enabled to 
come out of the dark howling wildernefs of 
fin, from the fnares of Pagan and Romifti 
fuperftition, and made to walk in the way 
everlafting, Pfalm cxxxix, 24. ; and fince 
to us, their children, the light of the glorious 
gofpel flill fliines in our land, how ought . 
we to rejoice in God our Saviour, who " hath 
** broken down the middle wall of partition,'* 
Eph. ii. 14. and, as well as the Jews, hath 
yifited the Gentiles with falvation. 

FoF my part, I defire to fing with the fwe.et 
Pfalmift of Ifrael, that *' the lines are fallen 
unto me in pleafant places.'* Pfalm ^vi. 6. ; 
May I walk in the light of his countenance, 
Pfalm Ixxxix. 15. while here, and at length 
enter into that " city, which hath founda* 
*' tions, whofe builder and maker is God,'* 
Heb. xi. 10. ; where there is " no need of 
*' the fun, neither of the moon to fliine in 
•' it ; for the glory of God'' doth " lighten 
^* it, and the Lamb is the light thereof, and 
^* the nations of them which are faved fhall 
^* walk in the light of it/' Rev. xxi, 23, 24. 

He, whofe ftar condudled the wife men of 
j}>e ^aft to the hupable place of his birthi 
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Matt. ii. 2, 9, 10* ftill " holdeth the fevcn 
ftars in his right hand,'* Rev. ii. i. minifters 
of the everlafting gofpel, to diredl thofe who 
are made wife to falvation, 2 Tim. iii. 15. ; 
not only in the eaft, but in north, fouth, 
eaft, and weft, to that city of habitation, 
•Pfalm cvii. 3, 7. his kingdom of glory : 
May I follow their light, in fo far as they 
are enlightened by the glorious Sun of righ- 
teouftiefs, until at length I enjoy his beams 
in that land of blifs, where " the inhabi- 
" tants Ihall not fay, I am fick, and the peo- 
** pie that dwell therein fhall be forgiven their 
" iniquity," Ifa. xxxiii. 24. and reap that end- 
lefs harveft of light and gladnefs, which is 
fown for the righteous and the upright in 
heart, Pfalm xcvii. 11. in the fpring time 
of grace, in the field of the everlafting gof- 
pel, by the good Husbandman^ ** the Father 
*' of mercies and the God of all comfort,'* 
2 Cor. i. 3. 

. Some of the inclofurcs, into which it is 
divided, where this good feed is fown, are, 
the field of meditation and contemplation, 
'the valley of prayer and praife, the green 
paftures of the Scriptures, and the mount of 
the preached gofpel, with its verdant fum=- 
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mit the Sacraments. In thefe delightful in- 
clofures may I ftill delight to walk, that I 
may fee the feed fpringing up with pleafure 
in the blade, and tafte of the full corn in 
the ear ; that, in the valley of death, I may 
begin to reap that harveft which, after I have 
palTed the Jordan of diffolution, I fliall reap 
and feaft on fully in the heavenly Canaan. 

But this 1 cannot do, unlefs He " who 
^* commanded the light to fliine but of dark- 
** nefs," fhine in my heart, ** to give the 
•* light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
^' in the face of Jefus Chrift,'' 2 Cor. iv- 6. 
for, through the fall of man, grofs darknefs 
hath overfpread the whole foul, fo that " the 
*^ natural man receiveth not the things of 
^' the Spirit of God, for they are foolilhnefs 
** unto him ; neither can he know them, be-* 
^' caufe they are fpiritually difcerned.'* i Cor. 
ii. J 4. And indeed it is impoflible that he 
can, fo long as his mind is in this ftate, dif- 
jcern the beauty of fpiritual obje<5ls ; any 
more than a man, during the darknefs of 
the night, can difcover the beauties of crea- 
tion ; till God, of his infinite mercy, 
vouchfafe tp illuminate his mind by his 
^ |ioly Spirit. It is then alone that he can 
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difcover the vilenefs of his own heart, the 
deformity of fin, and the beauty of holi- 
ncfs. 

But though light doth make manifeft the 
deformities and beauties of objedls in the 
natural world ; yet, without the rays and fa- 
lutary beams of the fun, nothing is cherifh- 
ed or brought forward to perfed:ion. 

In like manner, though a finner tnay be 
fo far enlightened, as to be convinced of the 
evil nature of fin, the hatefulnefs of his own 
heart, and the neccflity of renewing grace ; 
yet, without the Sun of righteoufnefs arife 
to him^ with healing in his wings, he cannot 
be favingly converted ; nor any of the graces 
of the fpirit in his foul, made to fpring up 
and flouriih to eternal fife. How much 
doth it then concern me to examine whe- 
ther I have experienced the dawii of fpiri- 
tual things only, which confifts merely in 
knowledge ; or the frudlifying beams of the 
Sun of righteoufnefs, making me fpring and 
grow in grace ! 
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€n the Singing of a Lark. 

"TXT" HAT pleafant found is this falutcs 
my ear fo early ! while I liften, I per- 
ceive it is a Lark, newly fprung from the turf, 
where he had repofed during the darknefs. 

Anxious, as it were, to be the firfl of all 
the terreftrial creation in expreffing its thank- 
fulnefs to the great Creator, and upholder of 
all, for his kindnefs during the night, it 
pours forth its little, grateful foul, in rap- 
turous ftrains of melody ; fwelling the an- 
them of praife, with ftill more, and more, 
harmonious notes, the nearer it approaches 

the fky. 

• 

This delightful bird^ above moft of the 
feathered tribe, is truly worthy of my imi- 
tation, and that in various points of vie\?sr. 
While! am ravifhed with its fong, may I 
accord with tli£ little charmer, in expreffing 
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my gratitude to the bountiful Creator of all, 
which I am ten thoufand times more bound 
to do than this cheerful fongfler. 

How may I be put to fhame with the ear- 
ly gratitude of this little creature, which en- 
joys fb little in comparifon of what I do, 
who am ftill fo unthankful ! No houfe nor 
vault jQieltered it from the hawk during the 
night ; while I flept in my houfe with doors 
Ihut againfl; any who might moleft cither 
piy perfon or goods. 

It is now defccnded from its aerial excur- 
fion, and is filent for a little, gathering a 
fcanty meal on yonder fpot, but knows not 
where to find its next repaft ; while I have 
provilion, not only for fundry meals, but per- 
haps for fome months. Led only by inftindl, 
it gathers a few corns for the prefent ; while 
I have reafon to diredl me, not only how to 
provide for the prefent, but alfo for future 
wants. It enjoys but a fliort temporal life ; 
while I not only enjoy the fame, but alfo 
hope to inherit life eternal. 

No fongfler of the grove fbars fo high as 
the lark, and none fits lower. This is truly 
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pic?lurefqtie of a faint, and teaches me this 
excellent lejSbn, that the higher I arife in ho-j 
linefs and in likenefs to God, the more hum- 
ble I ought' to be, calling myfelf, with the 
apoftle of the Gentiles, '* lefs than the leaft 
" of all faints," Eph. iii. 8. Knowing that it 
is only grace that maketh me, or any, to dif- 
fer from another, i Cor. iv. 7. 

The lark has a long heel, which is one 
reafon that it does not fit on the fpray. So 
a believer, while he is here, hath a long heel, 
which keeps him humble, even the iniquity 
of his heels, which compafs him about, Pf. 
xlix. 5. The fongfters of the grove will not 
fit on the ground, but perch on forae elevat- 
ed ftation, like the men of the world, who 
fcorn the humble difpafition of the faints, 
and fit high ia their own eftimation. 

The l^rk will not aflfembk with any but 
thofc of its own tribe, except in cafe of win- 
ter's extremity j and even not then, unlefs 
for the purpofe of gathering a little food. — 
So a faint only finds pleafure in the compa- 
ny of faints : thefe are they whom he makes 
his companions, and in chem he places all 
Jiis delight, Pf. xvi. 2. And though he is ofi- 
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ten neceffitated^ from the affairs of human 
life, to affociace with the men of the world, 
yet thefe may be laid to have his adlions a- 
lone, but the faims his affe(5lions. To the 
former he will only impart the common oc- 
currences of life ; but to the lacier, the things 
concerning hi^ foul : with the one he ailoci^ 
ates through necefiity, but with the other 
through real choice. 

The lark, too, like a difconfolate mourner, 
for the lofs of the pleafant feafons, gives up 
with its fong in winter, and affumes a chirp- 
ing note ; yet even then, it is remarkable, for 
being as fat, if not fatter ,than when it rejoic- 
ed in the cheerful morn of Spring. So a faint, 
when under fpiritual clouds in the winter 
of defertion, hangs by, as it were, his harp 
on the willows, Pf. cxxxvii. 2. and falls a 
mourning inftead of finging the fv/eet fongs 
of Zion : yet even then, he may be growing 
inwardly, though outwardly he cannot per- 
ceive it ; and may be as fat, and fall of fap, 
as when he iaw thai his mountain flood 
ftrong, Pf. XXX. 7. For it is one thing to 
grow in fenfe and manifeflations, and ano- 
ther thing to . grow in faith and pa- 
tience ; and when his fun comes from un- 
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der the cloudy fliall have reafon to fing with 
the Pfalmift, ** It was good for me that I was 
•' affliaed ;" and to fay, '' Lord, thou haft 
" done all things well," Pf. cxix. 71. Mark 
vii. 37. 

The lark, too, as has been already obfer- 
ved, is not only the earlieft fongfter,but is of- 
ten heard by the nodurnal traveller, at fmall 
intervals through the fummer night, mak-» 
ing low harmonious notes. Juft fo, a faint doth 
not only praife his Maker early ; but often, 
with the fweet finger of Ifrael, prevents the 
dawning of the morning, Pf. cxix. 147. Yea, 
even at midnight rifes to give thanks unto 
him, Pf; cxix, 62. and meditates on him in 
the watches of the night, Pf. Ixiii. 6. Like Da- 
vid, he not only experiences the loving kind- 
nefs of tlie Lord by day, but his fongs are 
alfo with him by night, P£' xlii. 8. 

The lark, too, has often been known, when 
flying from the rapacious hawk, to take fhel- 
ter in the bofom of man. Juft fo a finner, 
when the eyes of his underftanding are en- 
Itghtened by the Holy Spirit to fee his 
wretched and undone ftate by nature ; the 
condemning fentence of the law, and the 
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wrath of God ready to fall on his guilty 
head, flies to the man Chrift Jefus, who is 
" as a hiding place from the wind, and a co- 
** vert from the temped,'' Ifa. xxxii. 2. the 
only refuge. 

Uiigrateful man, through an unfeeling 
heart and wanton cruelty, may give up the 
innocent bird to the will of its enemy ; but 
will the compaflionate Jefus ever give up to 
vengeance the foul who hath fled to him 
for refuge ? No : for he hath faid, ** Him 
" that Cometh to me, I will in no wife cafl: 
'* out," John vi. 37. ; andj " whofoever be- 
'* lieveth on him Ihall not be ajQiamed," 
Roni. ix. ^^. ; and, " Can a woman forget 
*' her fuelling child, that flie fliould not 
" have compaflion on the fon of her womb; 
'* yea, they may forget, yet will I not for- 
*' get thee*'' Ifa. xlix, 15. 

Chrift, in efFedl, faith to fuch a foul, what 
David once faid to Abiathar, when he fled 
to him from the fword of his enemy, " With 
** me thou flialt be in fafe-guard." i Sam. 
xxii. 23. 
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CONTEMPLATION III. 



On a Sheep-Fold. 



T TPON the fide of yonder green hill 
*^ Hands a flxeep-fold, the bleatings of its 
fleecy inhabitants are highly grateful to my 
ear ; and no lefs fo do they appear to be to 
their watchful fhepherd, who, for as early 
as it is, I behold, with chearful alacrity, 
mounting the hill, diredlly towards the fold. 
He calls to them in a familiar tone ; and -they 
feem to know his voice, for their bleatings , 
grow more clamorous. 

Now he opens the fold-door, and they 
ufher out all over the dewy pafture. — There 
let me a while leave him with his fleecy 
charge, and take a view of the Church, 
which is, in Scripture, compared to a flieep- 
fold, John X. 16. ; and of her Head, who 




That careful Shepherd I behold. 
With steps ofjree good will. 

Directly up to yonder Fold 
Ascend the dewy Hill. 
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hath taken to himfelf the amiable name 
and charader of a Shepherd, Pfal. xxiii. 1 . 
John X. 14. 

The chtirch, as it Were, is fet iipbhahilt, 
expofed to the view of all her enemies ; but 
the Lord, her ftiephcrd, is a wall of fire 
round about her, and the gibry in the 
midft thereof,. Zech.ii. 5. fo that no wea- 
pon that is formed againft her, iii the 
main, ever hath been, or fliall be able to 
profper, Ifa. liv. 17. 

The fliepherd of that fold, I was juft now 
noticing, is a watchfullhephdrd'-ibut/in 
this refped our Lord excels all other fliep- 
herds, for he not only attends to the want* 
of his people early, but he keeps them 
night and day, left any hurt them ; nay, 
watches over them every moment, Ifa:; 
xxvii. 3. He that keepeth Ifrael llumber- 
eth not nor fleepeth, Pfal. cxxi. 4* their 
groans, cries, and prayers, are fweet Heat- 
ings in his ears, and to them he attends 
early in every time of need ; for he knows 
their voice, and they know his, John x, 4,1 
14. whether he fpeaks to them in his pro« 
mifes or threatenings^ 

£ 
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They tbat have the Lord for their fhep- 
herd, may well, with the fweet Pfalmift of 
Ifrael, in rapturous ftrains of melody iing, 
" I fliall not want, for he maketh me to 
'' lie down in green paflures, and leadeth 
" me by the ftiU waters : my fainting foul 
" he reftoreth again, and leadeth me in 
** the paths of righteoufne£s for his 
*' name's fake; and by his rod and ftaflf 
" comforteth me ; fo that though I walk 
*' through the dark valley of. death, I will 
" fear no evil : my head ][ie»anointeth with 
" oil, and my cup runneth over. Surely 
** goodnefs and mercy fhall follow me all 
'^ the days of my life, and I will dwell in 
" the houfe of the JLord for ever,*' PfaL 
3cxiii. 1—5* 

Is there fome difficult marfh or clifi*^ 
through which the flieep muft pals ? then 
will the ihepherd carry over the lambs, and 
take care that the ewes tbat are great with 
fuch, go fafeiy. In like manner, when the 
Lard's people enter into trials, whedier of 
a temporal or f^ritual nature, the Lord 
makes himielf known to them by hts name 
Jehovah Shammah, " the Lord is there," 
Ezek* xlviii.35. He i* there to guide them 
fafely through every difficulty ; for he will 



carry the lambs in his bofom^ and gently 
lead thofe that are with young, Ifa. xl. xi» 
and none of his iheep (hall ever be loft, d- 
ther in the mire of im, or among the rocks 
ofdefpain 

The ihepherd» ever attentive to his 
charge, fees when the wolf comes, and de* 
fends his flock from his attacks. So the 
Shepherd of Hrael, with his all-penetrat- 
ing eye, fees every movement which Satan 
^d a wicked world make againft his peo« 
pie, and either defendeth them from their 
aflanks altogether, or orders it fo, that they 
fliall not be finally overcoj»e by then^ 
therefore the flock need not fear, liowever 
feeble they be in themfelyes, for none is 
able to pluck them out of his hand, John 
X. 28, 29. 

Are any of the flieep ever caught among 
thorns ? then will the tender hearted fliep*- 
herd haften to their affifl:ajice, cut the re- 
tarding twigs, and fet the innocent captivea 
at Uberty. In like manjier, when any of 
the Lord^s flock are entangled with the 
cares of this world, enfnared with the 
riches and pleafures thereof j then will their 
compaflionate (hepherd cut thofe pemioi- 

E2 
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ous twigs J nay, often in love to their 
fouls, biaft thofe riches and niar thofe 
pleafures which held back his people's af- 
fections from himfelf, fo that they may fet 
them on things above, renew their flrtngth, 
go on their Christian journey, and feed 
on green paftures of fpiritual things, as 
before. . - 

. Whilft I am thus in ferious meditation^ 
r begin to be dillurbed by a clamorous 
noife, which feems to come »from the far- 
ther fide of the hill ; methinks it is like the 
bairking of dogs. Ah! now I perceive, I 
am right ; yqnder they are purfuing a num- 
ber of the. fleecy tribe ^ with open mottth.— 
Oh ! what will become of thefe innocent 
flieep, they will cenainly fobn^be deftroy- 
ed, for thofe cruel dogs are almoft clofe at 
their heels : fie upon them ! will none call 
them off? Yes, to my great joy I hear a 
voice threatening them, and calling them 
back y It is the voice pf the fhephefd : I 
difcover him {landing on the top of the 
hill ; I now perceive thofe ftieep have been 
ftraying in forbidden J)aths, which has oc- 
cafioned the fhepherd to ufe his dogs for 
bringing them back. 
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The wicked in fcripture are called dogs, 
iPial. xxii. 1 6. Ilk. Ivi. lo, ii* Matt, vii, 6. 
Rev. xxii. 15. thefe the great fliepiierd of- 
ten ufes in chaflifing his flock when they 
go aftray, and in turning them back from 
forbidden paths ; as we .fee in the cafe ot 
the rebellious Ifraelites, when they aflayed 
to go up into the land of Canaan, contrary 
to the command of the Lord and his fer- 
vant Mofes ; the Amalekites and Canaan- 
ites came 4own, fought againft them, and 
turned them back, Num. xiv. 40 — 45. Al- 
fo when the flock of Ifrael in the land of 
*Canaan went afl;ray after idol gods, feed^ 
ing on high places and ynder every green 
tree, contrary to the will of the great Shep- 
herd, he fent againfl: them Nebuchadnez- 
zar with the Chaldeans, whop like dogs did 
hunt them fo feverely, that they were dri- 
ven away out of their own land for the 
Ipace of feventy years : And this woeful 
hunting had fuch a blefl!ed eflfec^ upon 
them, that they were never known to fl:ray 
in fuch paths afterwards. The wicked in 
no age of the church could ever run one 
ftep againfl: the flock of God, till they 
were either ordered pr permitted by the 
great Shepherd; which indeed he hath often 

E3 
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done for the heft of purpofes, but has al^ 
ways ftaycd fuch dogs, and called them off 
in his own due time ; fb that they have ne- 
ver yet devoured, nor fliall ever be aWe to 
devoxir any of his flock, though they may 
hara& and tef rify them much. When foch 
dogs run vntli the open mouth of perfecu- 
tioii agaiirift the people of the Lord, whe-. 
ther as individuals, or as a body, it is ei- 
ther for turning them back from forbidden 
paths, preventing them from going aftray, 
recovering them from lukcwarmnefs, try- 
ing their ftedfaftnefs in the faith, their zeal 
for the eaufe of Chrift, keeping them hum- 
We, weaning their ^ffe6tions from the 
things of this life, or for fome good end or 
other. A wife fhepherd will not fend his 
dogs upon the Iheep wantonly : much .Icfe 
will the good Shepherd of Ifrael, who laid 
down his life for his fheep, John x. 15. fuf- 
^er the wicked to perfecute his people with- 
ctot having the beft of reafons for fo doing ; 
therefore, when any of the flock of God 
are perfecuted, flandered, or in any ways e- 
vil entreated, they ought to eye the great 
Shepherd ftanding on Mount Zion, order-i 
in^ and overriding all for their good. 
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But now the (hepherd appears to have 
loft Ibme bf his flock^ for I behold him on 
the fummit of the hill, running from one 
eminence to another, looking anxiously a- 
round him : Now he defcends the fteep to- 
wards the place where I ftand ; but all on 
a fudden, with hafty fteps, he turro afidc 
the other way, round the comer of the hilt, 
and is loft to my view, Whilft I ftand ga- 
zing the way which he ran, on the farther 
fide of the hollow, at a great diftance, I per - 
ceive him rifing to my fight, ^up the fide 
of a neighbouring mountain: With how 
much affiduous care does he feek the wan- 
derer? This puts me in mind of that beau- 
tifiil parable uttered by our Lord, " What 
*^ man of you having an hundred fheep, if 
" he lofe one of them, doth not leave the 
*^ ninety and nine in the wildemefs, and go 
*' after that which is loft imtU he find it ? 
and when he hath found it, he layeth it 
on his (houlders rejoicing. And when he 
" Cometh home, he calleth together his 
" friends and neighbours, faying unto them, 
" Rejoice with me, for I have found my 
** fheep which was loft," Luke xv. 4, 5, 6. 
As the parable itfelf is highly delightfiil, the 
inference which our Lord draws from it is 
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pQ lefs beautiful, aiid full of comfort to fin-i 
ner3 : " I fay unto you, that likewife joy 
^' ftiall be in heaven over one linner that 
*' repenteth, more than over ninety and 
*' nine juft perfons which need no repenr • 
^' tance,'' ver. j. When fhepherds are fo 
careful of their flocks, which are but dumb 
animals ; and above all, when the great 
Shepherd, our Lord and Saviour, hath done 
fo infinitely much for his people, his flock ; 
nay, even laid down his own life for them, 
that they might be gathered from their 
wanderings, and btought to his fold atove, 
and rejoiceth over the converfion of every 
finner : What an awful reproof does this 
reach to cartclefs under-ftiephcrds, minifl:ers 
of the gofpel, who are at little or no pains to 
keep their flocks together in the green paf- 
tures and Way of hoiinefs ; neither to feek 
them back when they go aflray in the way 
of the ungodly ! Nay, on the contrary, of- 
ten by their erroneous principles and loofe 
examples, drive them away, and fcatter 
them in the cloudy and dark day, Ezek. 
ixxiv. 12. ". As I live, faith the Lord God, 
*^ furely becaufe my flock became a prey^ 
?^ and my flock became meat to eVery beaft 
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^ of the field, becaufe there was no fliep- 
" herd, neither did myfhepherds fearchfot 
^^ my flock ; but the fhepherds fed them- 
*' felves and fed not my flock : Therefore, 
" O ye fliepherds, hear the \50rd of the 
i^ Lord ; thus faith the Lord God, behold I 
" am againfl: the fliepherds ; and I will re* • 
" quire my flpck at their hands, and caufe 
*' them to ceafe from feeding the flock, 
"neither fliall the fliepherds feed them- 
^' felves any more,** Ezek. xxxiv. 8, 9, 10. 

And, oij: the other hand, what an excellent 
lefllbn doth it teach thofe under-fliepherds 
of care and diligence, not only to keep 
their flocks together, but to feed them with 
whQlefome dodrine, and ufe all pains in 
their power to bring them back to the 
good paftures when they have gone afliray 
on the mountains of fin and vanity. How 
ought not I alfo, who defire to be one of 
the flieep of Chrifl:*s pafture, to be careful 
in following the footfteps of the flock, feed- 
ing befide the fliepherds tents, Cant. i. 8, in 
the green paftures of his ordinances, delightr 
ing myfelf only in thofe things in whicl^. 
he would have me to take pleafure, being 
Jed and giiided by him through life, fotha^ 
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when the chief Shepherd fliall appear, r 
Pet» V. 4* I may be fet among the flieep on 
bis right hand, and received into his ever- 
lafting fold. 

Now the {hepherd is returned with his 
{Intyed fheep : poor creature ! It appears to 
Iwtve been in ^he mire, for it is all defiled ; 
he i» waihiilg it at yonder rill ; how com- 
paffionate he is ! In like manner, the great 
Shepherd of Ifrael waflies every one of his 
flock, not only from the'guilt of fin, in the 
fountain of his own blood, but alfo firom 
the filth, the love and power thereof, in the 
laver of regeneration, and fanctification of 
the Holy Ghoft ; fo that their garments 
may be clean, and at laft they may walk 
with him in white. Rev. iii. 4. 

How pleafant is it to fee the fleecy mo- 
thers fuckling their little lambs ! If the God 
of nature had not endowed them with that 
materiial care, their tender offspring would 
loon perifh from the field, and the labour 
of the fhepherd be loft. Juft fo the ftrong 
among Chrift's flock ought to exercife an 
affcdtionate care towards thofe that are weak, 
by contributingallin their power to ftrength- 
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en the feeble, cheer the drooping, and help 
the young in grace forward in the paths of 
religion. If it is not only natural, but ab- 
folutely neceflary in the fleecy tribe, to 
fuckle their young, it is certainly as much 
fo for the church to "nourilh her fpiritual 
feed : If this is incttmbent on thofe who are 
fathers in piety, ftrength, and experience ; 
it is Hkewife the duty of thofe who are but 
as babes in knowledge and grace, to be i- 
mitating the lambs which fuckle their mo- 
thers, by applying to thofe who have more 
knowledge and experience than themfelves, 
for afliflance and council in their Chriftian 
courfe, always ^ defiring the fincere milk 
** of the word, that they may grow there- 
^' by," 1 Pet. ii. 2. 

It is delightful to fee thefe little Iambs, 
this pleafant morning, alternately fiifking 
fportively on the JiiU? and browfing on the 
tender fproutings of the grafe, which are 
rendered Hill more foft and fweet by the 
balmy dew which lay upon them during 
the night. It is certainly incomparably 
more fo, to fee the young among the flock 
of Chrift, hx the morning of. youth, rejoi- 
ping in hoUnefs, folacing themfelves witl^ 
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Spiritual food, having the dew of heaven 
lying all night upon their branches, Job 
xxix. 19. 

Poor innocent lambs, the period is not 
f^r diflant, when many of you will be led 
to the flaughter, nor will you repine^ at 
your fate- So the great Shepherd of his 
flocky. for his peoples fins, was led as a lamb 
to the flaughter, without the leafl repining 
at the will of his heavenly Father ; and as 
a fheep bdfore her {hearers is dumb, fo he 
opened not his mouth, Ifa. hii. 7. 

The fhepherd robs the. flock of their 
fleece in fliearing-time, for the purpofe of 
cloathing, not only himfelf, but alfo many 
others. But in this refped our Lord differs 
from all other fliepherds ; fbr he, as it were, 
deprived himfelf for a time of his declara- 
tive glory for the good of his flock : when 
he who thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God, left the bofom of the Fa- 
ther, came to this earth, and that in the 
form of a fervant, PhiL ii. 6. and wrought 
out a complete righteoufnefs, a garment in- 
deed without fea;[n, to clothe his flock with ; 
nay, even fuch a garment that the thun ^ 
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derings andlightenings of mount Sinai can- 
not pierce through. Adam the firft made 
all his pofterity naked ; but the fecond Man 
from heaven hath completely reftored the 
covering. 

The Shepherd not only clothes himfelf 
with the fleece, but alfo in due time flays 
the animal itfelf, and feeds upon its car- 
cafe. But to the wonder of angels, and 
the aftonifliment of men, our Shepherd 
laid down his life for his flieep, and that 
moft willingly of himfelf, for no man took 
it fropl hini ; . that all his true flock might 
feed upon him, for " his flefli is meat in- 
** deed, and his blood is drink indeed,'* 
John vi. 55. 

The Ufe of a fliepherd is highly delight- 
ful during the fpring and fummer months ; 
he rejoices in his labour through the cheer- 
ful day, and in the night, like Jacob, 
dreams concerning his flock. If thofe fea- 
- fons were always to laft, fuch a life might 
almofl: be deemed free from that curfe of 
toil which was inflided on man for his dif- 
obedience : but this will not be the cafe ; 
thefe mufl: end, and the dreary winter ap- 
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proach with her flem (hort day, aad lorig 
bleak night, tumijig the earth as it were 
into iron, and covering thefc green pas- 
tures and every neighboxmng hill deep over 
with fnow. Then will the Ihephcrd's life 
be changed from a Ufe of pleafure to a life 
of toil. In the morning from his cot, 
(hivering he will afcend the hill, fcarcely 
knowing where to find his iheep ; and wheti 
he hath found them, where to feed them : 
Nay, on the ftormieft fide of the hill muft 
his ftation often be, there to keep his flock 
from falling down to the hollows, and being 
drifted over with fnow, and fo perifh. 

So Chrifl:, the great Shepherd of his 
fheep, did not only lead and feed his flock, 
in that joyfiil feafon, when he rode in tri- 
umph into Jerufalem, while many fpread 
their garments in the way, and others cut 
down branches from the trees, and ftrew- 
ed therein, and Hofanna's in the higheft 
Ivere fung, Mark xi. 8^ 9. but alfb in that 
awftil winter, when the malice of men and 
devils were let loofe againft him, and like 
a ftirious ftorm raged full in his face. A 
ftorm yet ftill more dreadfiil and tremen- 
dous than this he bare for his flock, even 
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the infinite Avrath of Almighty God, which 
would have fwept them all down to hell, 
and there overwhelmed them through all 
eternity, if he had not borne it for them : 
But this he did ; and the tempeft was fo 
infinitely fierce, that it laid him flat on 
the ground, filled his foul with agony^ and 
made him to fweat, as it were, great drops 
of blood falling down to the ground, Luke 
xxii. 44. Nay, fo terrible was the blaft, 
that on the crofs it made him to cry out, 
** My God ! my God ! why haft thou for- 
" faken me ?" Matt, xxvii- 46. but at 
length he cried out, " It is finifhed,'* (the 
horrible tempeft which his flock otherwifc 
fliould have borne was all fpent upon him) 
he bowed his head, and gave up the ghoft, 
John xix. 30. 

Blels the Lord, then, O my foul, and 
forget not all his benefits, Pfal. ciii- 2- 
Let all his flock on earth join with thofe in 
heaven, faying, " Unto him that loved us, 
" and waihed us from our fins in his own 
" blood, and hath made us kings and priefts 
*^ unto God and his Father ; to him be 
*' glory, and dominion for ever and ever. 
" Amen/' Rev, i. 5. 6. 
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XTONDEH comes the glorious king 
-■- of day, in ftately fteps of Majefty^ 
from his chambers in the eaft, like a 
bridegroom, as the Pfahnift beautifully de-* 
fcribes hiim, or as a ftrong man rejoicing 
to run his race, Pfal. xix, 5. t)ame nature, 
glad at his approach, welcomes his return 
with a cheerful countenance, and fpreads 
<vide her blooming arms to receive his fa-* 
lutary embraces, and dries up the dewy 
tears from her lovely cheek, which fhe has 
fhed in his abfence during the night, and 
how fmiies pleafantly around* From thd 

F 
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time he returns to her with his lengthened 
day at the vernal equinox, his frudifying 
beams make her prolific, till lie again iii 
Autumn retires beyond the line, to per- 
form his winter's joiuneys : then flie be- 
comes barren, unlefs through her laxed- 
ednels a few untimely births appear in our 
fields and gardens ; I except the fiiow-drop 
and crocas, thefe Hated •harbingers of 
fpring. 

' And is all creation, both animate and in- 
animate, glad at the riiing of the fun? 
What infinitely more reafon hath the new 
creation, even all trae believers, to rejoice, 
when to them the Sun of righteoufhefs ari- 
feth with healing under his wings ? 

When that fun arofe, I beheld the mifts 
of the morning difpelled from the hills, and 
all the fky becariie clear. In like manner, 
when the Sun of rightieoufnefs Iheds fortji 
his benign beams in the heart of finners, 
the mifts which Satan raifed there quickly 
evaniih, and all the foul becomes clear aiid 
ferene. The joy which the believer expe- 
riences in fuch a feafon, who hath been 
long under the hidings of God's counte- 



faahce^ is only kiiowib tp hijnfelfi and gojx^ 
Hot iully be defcribedi 

When die fuEkarifej. the royal Pfalmift 
fceHs us^ ** The beafts of j^rey gather themri 
" fel^ves together^ and. l4y t^i^ija down in 
^^ theiridens,: ^nd: i»^ goeth fott^ un^Q his 
** work and to hiR labour until the even- 
^ ingj" Pfal> clVi .22^ 25* So when the Sun 
of righteoufnefe (hineth ipjto the heajt of a 
finner, Satan, who is compared to a roaring 
lion^ that goeth about continually^ feeking 
whom he may devour, i Pet. v. 8. (and 
greatly doeth fo iitthe fad nigh.t of defcr-i 
tion) is compelled by his cheering bearost 
to withdraw from the poor foul, with unbe^ 
lief^ hard thoughts of God, and defpair^ 
which are incomparably more cruel than 
beafts of prey : and the man goeth to work 
the works of God, even to believe in Chrift 
Jiefus whom he hath fent, John vi. 28^ 
29> whom to know is life eter^al^ John 
xvii. 3, 

When the fun arifes, men fee cleairly a- 
round them, and every objedl appears, in its 
native dye. In like manner^ when the 
Sun of righteO¥d[h«& anieth on the feul o# 
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a finner, the eyes of the underftanding are 
enlightened to behold fin in its proper co- 
lours ; that it is highly ojBfenfive to Gk)d, 
and that which only he abhors ; truly hate- 
fid in itfelf, and eternally deftrudive in its 
confequences ; alfo the juftice of God, the 
purity of the law, and man's utter inabili- 
ty to keep it ; his loft and undone ftate by 
nature, and the remedy which God hath 
provided for him, namely, the blood and 
furety righteoufnefs of Chrift, , who is not 
only a fim to enlighten, warm, and cherifh, 
but alfo a Ihield of protection from the 
wrath of God, and defence againft all his 
enemies, who will " give grace and glory, 
** and no good thing will he withhold 
" from them that walk uprightly," Pfal. 
Ixxxiv. II, 

By the beams of the fun the earth is 
made warm, and fhe, like a tender mother, 
nburifhes the infant fpring : the grals and 
herbs grow up together ; and the daifies of 
the field, with the reft of the early flowers, 
look forth with a feeble, yet pleafing coun- 
tenance, declaring the winter is paft- So 
by the falutary beams of the Sun of righte- 
oufnefs, the afFedions are warm«d with gra- 
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titude to God, and all the graces of the Spi- 
rit grow up and flourifli ; and faith and hope 
in lively exercife, fliew the fad winter of de- 
fertion is over- 
It is by the light of the fun alone that 

* man can fee that glorious luminary ; fa it 
is only by the light whi<:h the Sun of righ- 
teoufnefs imparts, that the finner can fee 
Him : All that reafon which, is fb much 

• boafted of, which even the wifeft philofo- 
phers among the heathen poflefled, of itfelf 
is as unavailing to difcover him> and the 
way of falvation through him, as the light 
of a candle would be to difcover the nam- 
xal fun. 

Though I «njoy the light, and fed the 
warming beams of that fiin, this pleafant 
morning, yet millions do fb as well as I, 
and yet my enjoyment of him is nothing 
impaired thereby ; for I have as much of 
his benign influence as if there was not a- 
nother man on the earth but myfelf. In 
iik6 manner, though the Sun of righteoui ' 
nefs fhine upon all true believers, yet every 
individual among them, enjoys him to that 
degree, as if it had been for him alone: he 
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left the bofom of the Father, came to 
-earth, obeyed the law, fuffered the wratl^ 
and curfe of God, died on the crofs, a-^ 
rofe again, andafcended up into heaven. 

What a glorious objpd is the fun, an4 
%aw immenfely great ! a body of fire fuppof:! 
• pd to be no lefs than eight hundred thoufand 
times larger than the earth, muft need fur* 
pafs the proud monarch of Babylon's fiery 
•furnace, inconceivably more than the 
tranfiant fpar]^, fmitten from the flint by 
tfhe fteel. How infinitely great muft that 
power be who made and fuftains that globe 
in ether ! Nor is his wifdom and goodneis 
lefs confpicuous in poifing it at fuch a con- 
venient diftance from the earth, fo that in- 
4lead of men and things being burnt up by 
it, they are only warmed and cherifhed 
thereby. But how infinitely more doth the 
goodnefs of God appear to man, in that 
when he had finned and rendered himfelf 
obnoxious to divine juftice, God fent not 
his Son into the world to condemn th^ 
t^orld, but that the world through hinn^ 
?night be faved, John iii- 17. 
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Tile 'fun is the moft ufeftjj, and moft de- 
lightful of all inanimate creatures, the beft 
emblem (as one obferves) of his Creator 
which we here behold. No wonder if the 
poor blind heathen millook him for his 
Maker, and paid that worfhip to this limii- 
nary which was due to him alone. 

But what is it for which we love the 
fun moij ? Is it becaufe of that refplenden- 
cy that he is ppflefled of? or is it not rather 
ion account of the benefits we derive from 
his cheering rays and frudUfying beams ? 
But far otherwife is it with refjpeiS to the 
Sun of righteoufhefe ; his people love him 
more on account of what he is in, and of 
himfelf, and what he hath done for them, 
than for all the good things he hath pur- 
chafed for them, nay, than for heaven it- 
lelf. I will not indeed fay, that this is al- 
ways the cafe upon a perfon's immediately 
clofing with Chrift ; for like as one who finds 
himfelf inevitably perilhing in a mighty 
flood, ready every moment to be over- 
whelmed in the impetuous fiu-ge will cry 
vehemently out for help, and when a rope 
is thrown in for his delivery, felf-preferva- 
tion makes him eagerly graip the' fame; 
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but no fooner 4oes he find himfelf efcaped 
the danger than he contemplates with love 
the benevolent hand that preferved his life. 
So the Shipwrecked finner in Adam, when 
he fees himfelf perifhing in a fea of wrath, 
ready to be fwallowed up in the inexorable 
billows of divine juftice, will be apt, Uke 
a woman in pangs, to cry out with the jai- 
lor of Phillippi, ^* What mull I do to be 
^* faved ?" And when by the hand of 
power a cord of mercy is let down for his 
delivery, with a ^* Believe on the Lord Je- 
^* fus Chrift, and thou (halt be faved ;' • 
will he not eagerly take hold of it, and 
hold for life ? But no fooner doth he fee his 
intereft in Ghrift, than he loves him main- 
ly becaufe of his own excellency, and what 
he hath done for him, even far more than 
on account of the good things he hath pur- 
chafed for him. Indeed if our love to Chrift 
rife no higher than for the benefits he hath 
procured for us, it is only fpecious felf-love 
fpringing from a falfe faith, and that which 
^11 ftand the foul in no more ftead than 
thofe fine words and fair pretenfions did to 
them who thought to impofe upon our Sa- 
viour by faying, " Rabbi, when cameft 
|hou hither ?*^ jo whpm our Lord replied, 
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*^ Verily, verily, I fay unto you, ye feek 
** me not becaufe ye faw the miracles, but 
** becaufe ye did eat of the loaves and were 
^' filled,-*' John vi. 25, 26. 

•As the natural fun has oppofite ef» 
fefls upon different bodies, by fofi:en-» 
ing fome, fuch as the wax, and har- 
dening others, as that of the clay (yet 
is this hardening effed not to be attributed 
to the fun, but to the nature of the clay 
upon which it fliines : So the Sun of righ- 
teoufnefs proves the favour of life unto 
life to fome, but that of death unto death 
to others. Some finnei^ are melted tmder 
the preaching of the gofpel, while others 
become more hardened thereby ; nor is this 
hardening owing to any fault in this Sim, 
who from unrighteoufnefs is altogether free, 
Pfal. xcii, 15. but totally to their own de- 
^pravity and unbelief. 

Where the fun beams diredly fliine, the 
eye beholds it full of motes, though before 
there appeared none. In like manner, when 
the Sun of righteoufiiefs fhineth into the 
^heart of a finner, the man fees what bene- 
yer thought of before, even his whole in-* 
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watd part, as well as the outward, to bcj 
full of fin and filthinefs. 



In the rays of the fun the rainbow i< 
feen, that token of the covenant which 
God made of not deftroying the earth any 
more by a iflood of water : So in the rays 
of the Sun of righteoufiiefs, the believer be- 
holds a token of that covenant of grace 
which God made with his Son Chrift, in 
the eled's name, that he would not de-^ 
flroy them with his flood of wrat^h for his 
f^e. 

The fim m the firmament is unchange- 
able and conftant ; every naorning he ari- 
feth and performeth his courfe from eaft to 
weft, fhining forth for the benefit of all the 
terreflxial creation, though his benign 
-beams, are often obfcured from the earth, 
by reafon of intervening clouds. With 
refpedit to immutability, the Sun of righ- 
teoufiiefs incomparably excels, for he is e- 
temally unchangeable j he ftill fhineth forth 
in the firmament of his grace, for the good 
of allhis/eleded ones, although his cheer- 
ing beams may often be obfcured firom the 
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ibul by reafon bf fin^ which libe intercept- 
ing clouds prevents .thean ixom having this 
comfort : Yet let Inch folace themfelws 'by 
viewing, the Sun of xighteoufnels with the 
eye of faith, as flill fhining for their good m 
the firmament of his grace, though the eye 
of fenfe caniK>t hehold him, ftiil hoping 
-and waiting for a brighter day, when their 
flcy fhall be cleared, and they €njoy agaiQ 
his gladening beams, . 

The naked eye cannot dire<5Uy look the 
.fxm in the face, without great danger ef 
being hurt (unlefs in forne fecondary way) 
his luftre is fo great. In like manner, fin* 
jful man made naked by the fall, cannot 
look diredlly in the face of the Sun of righ-? 
teoufnefs, as he is one in eflence with th^ 
Father and Spirit, the infinitely holy, juft, 
and pure, dreadfiil, almighty Jehovah, with- 
out great danger of eternal deftrudhon, un- 
lefs in and through the Mediatorfhip of 
Chrift Jefus ; and fo through his human 
nature, behold his divine ; for out of Chrift 
God is a confiiming fire, Deut. iv. 24, Heb, 
3di. 29, 
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The fun never takes the traveller at a 
difadvantage, but gives him timely warn- 
ing of his going down, by his cooling the 
evening, and making the fhadows long ; fo 
that if he be benighted and liein the fields, 
he has only himfelf to blame. In like man- 
ner, the Sun of righteoufneis gives warning 
to thofe who travel Zioti-ward, in profef- 
lion only, of his total withdravmient from 
them, by his leaving them to a coldnefe 
and careleflhefs about the things of God, 
and to delight in the fhadows, more than 
in the fubftance of religion ; fo that with 
the reft of the reprobate they have only 
themfelves to blame for being eternally be^- 
nighted. How then ought not thofe who 
obferve fuch figns of his withdrawment^ 
whether as individuals, or a particular 
church, Joftiua like, to pray that this fun 
ipay ftand ftill, and if they pray in faith, 
like Jofhua they fhall be heiard, Jofh. x, 
12, 13. 

When the fun goeth down, darknefs 
4oeth not immediately enfue ; but though 
the light is protraded for a little, yet; 
f^re there not the fmallefl hopes of bis 
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rifing again that day ; no, for it is end- 
ed. 

In the twilight which is quickly Idft, in 
the blackneis of the night, the votaries of 
lewdnefs walk forth, as well as the beafls of 
the foreft, to hunt for their prey. So the 
Sun of righteoufnefs may end the day of 
grace, and I doubt not, often doeth, before 
the day of a finner's life ; but where there 
is the fmalleft hope of being again bleft 
with his beams, or the leaft delire after this, 
it is a fign the cafe is not defperate : the 
Sun of righteoufnefs, as to them, is not to- 
tally goiie down ; for the Lord is good to 
them that feek him, the eye of the Lord 
is upon them that fear him, upon them 
that hope in his mercy ; for he fatisfieth 
the longing foul — ^wiU be found of them 
that feek him, and accomplifh the defire of 
them that fear him ; at evening time it 
fhall be light. Lam. iii. 25. Pfal. xxxiii. 18. 
Pfal. cyii. 9, i Chron. xxviii. 9. Jer. xxix, 
13, 14. Matth. vii. 7. Pfal. gxIv. 19. Zech. 
xiv. 7. '* Thou haft raviflied my heart 
*' with one of thine eyes, with one chain of 
" thy neck,'' faith Chrift, Cant. iv. 9. But 
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on the contrary, when the fimi« hath not 
the fmalleft hope of, nor the leaft defire of 
feeing and being bleft with his beams again, 
after having been once enUghteoed by him, 
and tafted of the powers of the world to 
come, Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. It is a certain fign 
to them that their day of grace xs ei*d^d. 
In this twilight of mercy, as it vfere, which 
is protracted to them for a tim^ they in- 
dulge their lulls with fxeedom^ and the wild 
beafts of error and corruption walk thro* 
their foul without reftraint, and makjs a 
prey of any good that was there remain-^ 
ing ; till at length the fimxer is enveloped 
in the horrible darknefe of eternal night, 
mifery, and woe. 
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YONDER ruftic fwain, fomewhat aged^ 
driving his hifty team out to plough, 
calls to my remembrance Adam driven 
from the garden, and fent to till the ground, 
which was curfed for his fake ; and happy 
had it been for his haplefs pofterity had 
that been all ; but alas ! by his rebellion he 
and they were all laid under the eternal 
wrath and curfe of God, which rendered 
their hearts more hard and barren than that 
of the ground. 
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This man is now got to his labour,^ and 
a painful one it is, but there is no help for 
it, bread cannot be pbt^ned without it ; 
man was to eat bread in the fweat of his 
face until he returned into the ground, for 
out of it was he taken, Gen. iii. 19. 

By this man's appearance, I judge he is 
only a fervant to fome neighbouring huf- 
bandman, but a very faithful one : what 
pains he is taking in breaking the ftubborn 
glebe ! now he lets the plough lightly in, 
making the furrow fhallow, becaufe the 
foil requires it ; again he fets her deeper, 
becaufe the foil will bear it. So the law of 
God, as a fervant to the great Hufband- - 
man, is faithful to his truft, in dealing with 
hardened linners : in fome, as it were, it 
ploughs by nieans of tbe word, with a lefs 
fliarp coulter of convidiion, and lighter fock 
of contrition than in other fome, according 
as. the great hufoandman in his iiifinite wif- 
dom hath feen it neceffary. 

This ploughman, I obferve, is very at^ 
tentive that he mifs none of the ground, 
but till it all as he goes along. So the law, 
in ploughing the fallow ground of a finner's 



PLOUGHING: S9 

heart, breaks it all up, not the fmallell 
greeji balk of fetf-confidence is left iin* 
turned over. ' . * * 

I perceive this man with his^ jflough 
turns up large quantities of filthy noxious 
weeds, and poifonous roots, which before 
lay undilcovered in the heart of the earth; . 
In like, manner, the law by its ploughing 
turns up large quantities of vile weeds of 
corruption, and bitter roots of fin, that lay 
deep hid in the finner's heart before, which 
tijil then he could never properly dif- 
cover, but now he fees them all clearly^ 
and they are truly loathfome to his 
view: whereas he thought himfelf rich 
and encreafed with goods, having need of 
nothing ; now he knows himfelf to be on-* 
ly wretched, and miferable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked, Rev. iii. 17* .all filthy^ 
and obnoxious to divijtxe wrath. 

This heath, in its uncultivated ftate^ 
was good for nothing but cafting for fuel: 
the wild fowls hatched in it j there the 
poifonous addet and fnake lay balking 
themfelves in the fun, without being di,* 

G 
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fiiirbed, while the wild beads pafiured xrp^ 
on it at their pleafure y thus it was unfit 
to bear com for the mailer's ufe f but now 
that the plough has entered^it is a favour- 
able fign^- the owner defigns it for that 
good putpoie* In like manner^ before the 
fallow ground. of the finner's hcart.begaiai 
to be cultivated it was good for nothing 
but to be caft into eteriial fire, to mahifi^ 
the juftice of God : wild, blafphCTftous, fin*- 
ful thoughts were hatched in it ; there the 
old fei^pent, as it were, lay balking himfelf^ 
and the wild beafts of error and corrup- 
tion ranged with freedom: in^this.ftate 
it was wholly unfit for being fowhr A*iiCh 
the good feed, and bringing forth fruit unto 
eternal life ; but when once the law hath- 
begun to break it up by ploughing^ as it 
were^ thc;reini,it is a fiivotirable fymptom 
that the. great Hufbaivdman means. tOcUl- 
• ture it thoroughly, aiid that it fliall be- 
come as a field which the Lord will blefs^ 
Gen. xKvii.'27.,.. 

. This ground, now that it is tilled, wears 
a, vdry idifferent , afpdaS ;to, what it did biit a 
iittlc: ago ; then it was' all one firm feir 
turf i now, through ploughing and crofs 
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ploia^hitig, it is quite maChed, Ctinfufed^ 
and black, and nothing in it can give plea-s- 
fture to the eye. Jufl U} that heart where 
the law. hath been working forms a very 
cq^pofito pralpecft in the man's eye to what 
;ti f<»nieriy did ; then it was all one whole^ 
hard^ lancultivated lump, and nothing in 
it that gave much difguft to the iinner 
himfelf ; but now fince that falloU^ groimd 
hath been broken by the law, all mangled^ 
and, as it were, torn in pieces, and the 
proper foil turned up, it appears full of* 
confufion and deceit, loathfome and black 
a« hell. 

While attending this plough, I obferv^ 
a kind of low groaning, formed betwixt 
the opprefled plough, and the hamefs of^ 
the team as it turns up the earth. In like 
manner, while the law is ploughing and 
turning up the corrupt natural foil of the 
finner's heart, how does he groan 1 long- 
ing to be delivered from the grieving 
yoke. 

But though this barren heath which t, 
now behold, be all ploughed and croft till-* 
ed, yet if it is not fown and further culti^ 
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Vatcd^ the .Weeds and poifonous plants TV^ilrl 
a.gain take faftier root, and grow more ms^ 
merous than before, and it will in a very 
fbort time return to its fornaer nhcul- 
tured ftate. So though the i^low ground 
of a finner's heart hath been brokm up 
by the law, and the vile weeds of corrup- 
tion * and bitter poifonous roots of fin 
turned up ai;id loofeaed, yet if it be riot 
fown with the good feed, and farther cul- 
tivated by the Holy Ghoft, thofc weeds 
and poifonous bitter roots will take fafter 
hold of the accurfed foil, andfpring up 
more vile and numerous than ever, and 
very foon will it become as barren and 
hard as before, if not a great deal harder* 

As the farmer may plough fome of his 
ground, and yet, for reafons known to him- 
felf, leave it unf6wn ; fo the great Huf- 
bandman may, and we cannot doubt but 
often doth caufe a law-work to take place 
in many hearts, that for wife reafons he 
never fows with the good feed. How care- 
ful then ought I to be in examining my- 
felf whether this law-work hath taken 
place in my heart or npJi I and if my fal- 
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k>w ground hath thus been ploughed and 
broken up ! iif the Huibandmah hath end- 
ed his Work with me there, or hath culti- 
vated my heart as a field for his own ufe, 
by ibwing in it the good feed. 

The hufbandman fallows fome of his 
ground, lets it reft a while ; then fallows it 
over again, and lets it remain a while 
longer undifturbed, then ploughs it 
over and ov^r again, till it is fit for 
being fown- So the great Hufband- 
man fallows the heart of fome finners with 
the law, then abates the work for fome 
time, then renews it again, and fo agaiij 
and again, till it is fit for being fown with 
the good feed. 

The hufbandman too ploughs fome of 
Jiis ground early in the fpring, other fome 
of it when it is pretty far advanced, and 
fome of it nigh the latter end of the year. 
So the great Hufbandman breaks up the 
fallow ground of fome in youth, of others 
in more advanced years, and of other fome 
;^t the eleventh hour, when the feafon of 
iife is well nigh end^, according as he in 
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lu9 infiiiite wifdom fees bcft, and none <:an 
ilay his hand, or fay ujito hijn, What do-^ 
efl thou ? P^n. iv. 3^, 
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CONTEMPLATION VI. 



ON 



SOWING, 



i— O ^ O^f 9— *— 



^ While through the neighboring fields the sower 

^ stalks 
« With measured steps, and Ub^al. throws tbe^ 

** grain *. 

THUS fung pur Scottifh bard, and tbis^ 
I verified bebold : While o'er yon 
furrowed Ismd the hufbandman, with care- 
ful' ft eps, sind flow, in handfuls from his 

* Tho9ison, 
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iheet, by damfel fair fupplied frpm yondpF 
iack, fows wide in hope the wholefome 
grain, and diftributes to every ridge its 
juft proportion. 

The crows fly round, and view with ear 
ger eyes the tempting corn white cover- 
^g all the field, defcend by Healthy and 
peck, till once the harrows come and dif- 
appoiixt them a-ll. 

As this i^n is jdyful in fowii\g his grain 
in the earth, fo the great Hufbandman, 
with infinitely more joy, fows the feed of 
grace in the heart of a Cnner ; for he re- 
joiceth over his eled to do them good, 
>rrxxxii,4i- 

This hulbandman, I obferve, ufes his ferr 
^irantsin carrying thefeed to theground,but 
he fows it there himfelf. 3.o the great Huf-. 
bandpian ufeth his fervants, the minifters. 
of the gofpel, fpr carrying the feed of the 
word to the ears of finncrs, hut he fows it 
in the ground of their hearts hjrnfelf by 
the Holy Spirit, 

This man, I observe, is careful in fbw- 
ing that he mifs none of the ground with^ 



^St^. 




lie Sower sows^ the Maid suppliii 
From yonder Sack the Seed ; 

The Harrows come^ the Crows arisd 
Reluctant from their feed^ 
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the feed, and gives to eveiy ridge its juft 
proportion. With infinitely more care doth 
the.great'Hufbandman fow the go<)d f6ed 
in the heart ; no place of it is mified ; eve- 
ry faculty of the foul receives a piroper mea- 
fiire of it: the underftanding is not en- 
lightened and the will left unrenewed ; nor 
the confcience made tender, and void of 
offences, while the memory is imfandified, 
2Dd the afFedions cold : No, all are fown 
with the good feed, which will grow up in 
4up time to perfedhon. 

I obferye the harrows following the huf- 
l^dmap, and covering up the feed ; if this 
was not done, very foon would it be fnatchr^ 
ed from the earth by the fowls of the air. 
In like manner, the good feed of the word 
mull be as it were covered upland hid deep 
in the he^, left the foul fiend Satan come 
and catch it out : thus did the royal Pfal- 
mift ; f Thy word have I hid in mine heart, 
*^ faith he, that I might not fin againft 
^* thee," Pfal, cxix, ii. 

From tliis ground which is now h^row^t 
ed over, I behold large quantities of weeds 
Sithef ed together, with a nwnber of flopes, 
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which would h^e intercepted the grtfwth 
of the fetd ; yet fome of the weeds and 
many of th(^r poifonous roots flill remain 
there, but will be more and more taken 
out^ as the feed fprings up. In like manner, 
from the heart which the great Hufband- 
man hath cultured and fown in the day of 
converfion, the hard and ftony heart, that 
would have intercepted the growth of the 
heavenly feed, is taken out, together with a 
great deal of the weeds of fin and corrup- 
tion ; though, alas ! many of them with a 
bitter root flill remain, which will be taken 
more and more away as the believer grows 
in grace, and the good feed fprings up in 
him to eternal life. 

Next cbnies the pbnderoiK roller, which 
faddens the gf bund, keeps it from heaving 
and jewing out the grain. So a proper 
ferife of fin, and riian*s flateby nature, like 
a weighty roller faddens the heart, keeps it 
humWe from proud rifings, and throwing 
out the good feed. 

^o a partial obferver this ground ap-i 
pears to be fqwn'; and fo does much that 
}s only harrowed over^ but has no good feed 
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fown in it,rw]Jiich tbe >Hufhandfnali iwa a»i 
ferved for pther purpofes than; growing i of 
corn t bqt by • a moj-e careful fcrufin}v feclr 
as entering into the fidd, and turning otw 
fome of the mold, it may be certainly 
known whether the feed be there or not. 
In like manner, owing to fome external re- 
formation and civility of life, many are de- 
ceived, and too often, it is much to be doubt- 
ed, the perfon himfelf that hath thefe out- 
ward appearances, thinking his heart is fowri 
with the good feed, but by a more ftrict 
examination of it, made by the man him- 
felf, he may know whether the good feed 
be in him. How careful then ought 
I to be, not to ftand at a diflance, as it were, 
from myfelf, but to enter into the field of 
my own heart, which appears to be thus 
cultured and fown, and turn up the fecret 
recefles thereof, to try if it be fo in 
reaUty or not. Have I ever experienced 
Uny faving work there ? are the faculties of 
my foul renewed ? is the hard and ftony 
Jieart taken away, with many of the foul 
weeds of fin and corruption ? and ar6 the 
remainder a burden under which I groan 
^nd long to be rid ? chiefly becaufe they 
^e ofFenfive to God, and Cioft i»y Lord an(J 
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Saviocur fo dear : if fo, I may conclude I 
am : certainly fown with the good feed, 
i^hich will never periih, but fpring up to e* 
temal life, John iv, 14. 






CONTEMPLATION VH. 



ON 



A FIELD 



OF 



SPRINGING CORN. 



WHAT a delightful profpcft is here ! 
the joy of the hu^nbandman and 
hope of the poor ; even a field of fpringing 
com. 

Truly grateful to the eye is the blade 
newly come fi-om the teeming earth, the 
fight of which infpires with gratitude;, apd 
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creates throughout all the foul a pleafant 
fenfation. 



^ Peft oC V'egptabks, fin4 ftaff qf jifp ! my 
contemplations be on thee. — As it is de- 
lightful to behold this com in the blade, 
gjTowing up to perfedlion under the influ- 
ence of the natiural heavens : It is certain- 
ly fliU more fo to feci and fee the feeds of 
grace fpringing up in the heart and life, 
under the influeruce of the God of heaven. 

As fhowers of rain are necelTary to refrefh, 
cherifh, and promottS the growth of the 
blade ; fo are the fhowers of blefling which 
a^iftiexiawn in the.ordin^aiioeii ©f Cojl's grace 
abfolutely neceflTary for cherifhing and pro- 
moting the growth of the good feed. 

After a long drought, how does the 
hufbaindman .rcjoik:e at: the appearande 
oirsdsiy when he fees.it t^ome down on the 
blade? then: it is, to ufe the laagwagft 
of the Pfalmift, the vallies fhout for.joy^ 
they alfo fing, Pfal. Ixv. 13. Ajid is the 
huftandman fo glad at the ilioWersof tepi- 
pdral blefling, and do the tallies themfdvfcs 
ihm nqoice ? Far more $> doth that heaj-t 



which is fown with the good feed (m this 
dry and parched land of the world where- 
in there i$ no water, Plal. bdii, i.) at the 
fliowers of Spiritual bleffihgs : then do thefe 
thirfty valHes (hout and fing for joy in the 
ordinances which the great Hufbandman 
maketh ufe of to water. them with, and he 
himfelf rejoiceth at their good. , 

The feed does not lie long hid in the 
earth, but fck)n fprings up to view. In hke 
manner, the good feed will not lie long hid 
in that heart where it is fown, but foon ap- 
pear in the man or woman's life and con- 
verfation. 

I obfcrve in fome idaces of this field the 
blade farther advanced than in other fome ; 
here it is pretty long, there it is juft but 
coming through the mold ; ai>d this is not 
owing to any fault in the feed, but to the 
difference of the foil. Juft fo is it in re- 
fped to the infant ftate of grace in the heart :, 
in fonie of the faculties of the foul, for a 
time, it is more readily obferved by the be-^ 
Hever hixnfelf, than in other fome ; as for 
inftance,.it rhay eafier be perceived in the 
will, confcience and affections, than in the 
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underftanding and memory ; and this in 
not owing to any fault in the good feed it- 
felf, but wholly to the fcnl where it is fown ; 
for that mind which before was very igno- 
rant and had but a imall fpeculative know- 
ledge of the matters of religion, and that 
memory which is naturally very weak ; en- 
lightening and fandifying grace will not fo 
fbon be obferved in them as in that under- 
ftanding and memory, which formerly were 
more naturally enlightened with a greater 
degree of fpeculative knowledge in thefe 
things, and more retentive. - 

But in another part of this field, I ob- 
ferve the blade has been pretty far advan- 
ced, even much farther than any where 
elfe, but is now going back again and wi- 
thering away, Ah ! this is the ftony groimd 
which our Lord telleth us of in the parable, 
where the feed fprang up quickly, and be- 
caufe it had not much root, when the fun 
atofe it withered. Hear the beautiful in- 
ference which he maketh : " But he that re- 
" ceived the feed into ftony places, the fame 
** is he that heareth the word, and anon 
^ with joy receiveth it ; yet l^ath he not 
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** root in himfyf j but dureth for a whije^ 
" for when tribulation or pefccution arifeth^ 
" becauie of the word, by and by he is of- 
^* fended," Matt. xiii. 20, 21^ 

At the end of this ridge grow a few per- 
uicious thorns, among which I pcarceive 
Ibme of the feed has fallen, for there is 
fome of the blade fprmging up; this, too 
will foon be chocked and rendered unfruit- 
ful, by thefe deftructive neighbours among 
which it is involved, agreeable to our Lord 
and Saviour's defcription in the above pa- 
raUe. Note the flriking inference : " He 
** aMb that received feed among the thorns, is 
** he that heaf eth the word, and the care of 
** this world, and the deceitfiilnefs of rich- 
" es choke the word, and he becometh 
" unfruitftd," Matth. xiii* 22. 

As for thofe feeds which the ^ hufband- 
man let fall by the way-fide when coming 
hither to fow, they are no doubt picked up 
by the fowls fome time ago ; but the infer- 
ence which our Lord maketh of this part of 
the parable (till abideth for our inftrudion. 
" When any one heareth the word of the 
H 
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f^ kingdom, ahd underilandeth it not, thett 
** Cometh the wicked one and catcheth . a- 
^* way that which was foxvn in his heart : 
" this is he which^ received feed by the 
** way-fide/' Matt, xiiir 19. 



Thi» good gronnd, which may be ex- 
^^eSed to bring forth vdti hundred folH, mnil 
be carefully kept from the inroads of be^^ 
otherwife the crop will be much injured, 
jf not wholly deftroyed. But how fhall this 
field be preferved from fuch ravages ? for 
I perceive it ♦ hath no fiifficient fence ag- 
round it.. No doubt the hufbandman will 
take care of it, and tend it with his herds 
from fuch: intrufions. So the field of the 
heart muft be carefully kept from the in- 
roads of fin and Satan, elfe thefe wdrfe than 
beads of prey will foon deftroy the crop of 
grace, and leave nothing agdnft the har- 
veft but a heap in the day of grief, and of 
d^fperate forrow, Ifa. xvii. i f. 

But how muff this field of the heart* be 
kept from fuch deftrudion ? for the fence 
thereof was quite broken down in paradife,- 
by Adam's going over it to eat the forbid- 
den friiit. The hedge- of original righte-^ 
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Diifhefs being then no moi'e rbuhd thii 
fiejd, how fliaU it be preferved ? But diffi- 
cult as the tafk is, nay^ tho' altogether out of 
our power^ We ore commanded to do it^ 
tuid that with all d&Ugencei ProVi iv. 23; 
for the fence was entirely of man's own 
breaking doWn^ and he thereby put it out 
bf his power to keep it^ though bound 
thereto in the covfenant of worksi But al-* 
though he loft his ability to bbey^ God did 
not.lofe his right to cotnrtiand whatfoever 
he was bound to, and endowed with abili- 
ty for before the fall^ 

But the qiieftion ftill tecUrs^ Hbw fliall 
the fidd of the heart be kept ? The anfwer 
isj By giving it into thfe care of the great 
Hufbandmant Who hath fai4 '' My fon, 
** give me thine heart,*' PrbVi xxiii; 26; If 
this field then be given to his prote^oh^ it 
fliall be kept indeed^ left any hurt it ; he will 
keep it night and diy^ Ifa. xxvii; 3. 

When this field is Well advanced towards 
the harVeft, and every ftalk in it loaden 
with ftdl ears, tinged with yelloW^ forming 
a delightful profpeft of a luxuriant crop j 
perhaps thie clouds^ tremendous clouds wilf 
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gather, and burft forth in alarming falls of 
rain, v^th boifterous winds, which will lay 
it down along the fiirface of the earth : then* 
will it look folitary, but as it holds faft 
by the roots, when the rains are over^ 
the fky clear^ and the fun broken forth 
with his radiant beams, it will begin to 
change its fad appearance, and in time re- 
lume its former gaiety, look up and Hand 
ered, waiving its head in the funrty beams 
as^ before. So the believer, when he is 
growing up as the planting of the Lord, 
bringing forth the fruits of grace and ho- 
linefs, a comfort to hinifelf and all around 
him, concluding with the Pfalmift, that his 
mountain ftarids ftrong, and he fhall not be: 
rfioved, Pfal.' xxx. 6, 7; perhaps for wife 
endis the Lord fees beff to darken his fky^^ 
and fhower down upon him heavy crofles, 
which, with adverfe providences blowing 
full in iiis face, will lay hirri low in humi- 
lity and felf-abafement: then will he mourn, 
faying with Job, " O I that I were as in 
" months pafl:, when the candle of the Lord 
'* fliihed upon mine head !" Job xxix.. 2, 3. 
but as he holds faft by the foundation, be- 



ing rooted and grounded in Chrift, though 
lie be thus laid low, his (ky will again clear, 
and his mourning be turned into joy ; the 
Sun of righteoufnefs will again break forth, 
and arife to him with healing in his wings, 
Mai. iv- 2. and he fliall refume his for- 
mer comfort, and grpw up and flourilh in 
the courts of the Lord, Pfal. :^cii. 13. 

Dark weather impregnates the ,ears as 
well as fun-fhine," though it is not fo good 
for whitening them over for harveft. In 
like manner, fpiritual darknefs impregnates 
the believer with ftronger defires after the 
light of God'3 countenance, clearer views 
of his interefl in Chrift, and feith'in li\ ely 
exercife ; fo that he maketh, if I may ufe 
the expreffion, defperate efforts, to believe ; 
faying with Job, " Though he flay me,- I 
*' will truft in him," Job xiii. 15. wrelliing 
like Jacob till the dawning of the day, fay 
ing, " I will not let thee go except thou 
" blefs me," Gen. xxxii. 24, 26. praying 
with David, that the Lofd would make iiis 
face to fhine upon him, Pfal. xxxi. 16. The 
ftrength of the mariner's anchor is beft 
proved in a ftorm : fo is the ftrength of 
faith in time of defertion. Many an an- 
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chor that will hold the fliip in (:alm weg« 
ther, becQiiies as wfelefs for that purpofe as 
a ftraw, in time of a heavy gale, 

The young roan i^ the gofpel, who had his 
anchor fixed to a rope of his own ixiaking^ 
thought it fifficient to hold his Teflel a^ 
gainft wind and tide, when he was f^xr fetr^. 
ting out to fail after pvir Lord, when lo ! i^ 
went all to pieces at the very appear?mQe of 
a tempeft, and we never hear that he un- 
dertook the voyage any more, Matt. idx. 
j6 — 22. 

Even Peter^s too, held very faft about the 
<idges of the brook Kedron, but 'dragged 
fliameftilly, and had almoft gone in pieces 
in the high prieft 's hall. So we fee the 
bdl way of knowing the weaknefs or 
ftrength of the anphor of faith, is not by 
examining how it holds inftill weather, but 
in a tempeft. 

But how have 1 made this fudden excur-: 
lion from the land to the ocean ! Let me 
retvirn again a while longer to contemplate 
this field, which in a few months will be 
loaden with full ears, white over for har- 
yeft, inviting the hufbandman to thruft in 
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Ms fickle, and reap it for himfelf ; with joy 
then will he do fo, and after he hath left 
the fh^iaves a little to deaden in the field, 
with gladnefs will gather them home to his 
bamsu So the believer, when he is fiilly 
ripe for heaven, the great Hufbandman wiJI 
thruft in the fitckle of death, and reap him 
/or himielf : then fliail he come to his grave 
in a fiili age, as a fliock of com cometh in 
in his fegifon, Job v^ 26. 

And as the com is left in the fie;ld a little 
to deaden ; fo will he, with refped to his bo^ 
idy, be left to corrupt in the grave till the 
refurreiSion of the juft, when the great Huf- 
bandman will houfe both foul and body in 
^is heavenly gamer for ever and ever- 

It certainly now concer,n©th me to know 
whether the good feed hath been fown 
in my heart, and to comply with the a- 
poftle's injunction, which is, " Examine 
*' yourfelves whether ye be in the faith ; 
^' prove your ownfelves : Know ye not 
** your ownfelves, how that Jefus Chrift is 
>* in you except ye be reprobates,'^ 2 Cor- 
xiiL. 5, To begin then : . 
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Go6d feed is never fown\ but in bro^ 
ken cultured ground. Hath my heart then 
been made broken, contrite, and humble, 
on account of the fin of my nature, as 
well as that of my life ? Have I eyer feen 
myfelf in the deplorable cafe of that infant 
defcribed in the prophecies of Ezekiel, with 
my navel imcut, original fin hanging about 
me ; not wafhedin the laver of regeneration 
to fupple me from the ftifihefs of that rebel- 
lion, and cleanfe me from its guilt ; nor falted 
at all^ nor fwaddled at all, with purifying, re- 
newing, preferving and fl:rengthening grace j 
caft forth in the open field of the world, to 
the loathing of my perfon, devoid of any 
fhelter to cover me firom the wrath of God; 
without any eye to pity,- or a hand to do 
any of thefe things to me : And whilft 
I was thus polluted in my blood, did I 
experience the Lord's fpreading his fldrt o- 
ver me ? covering my nakednefs, intereft- 
ing me in the righteoufnefe of his Son Je- 
fus Chrift, and taking me into covenant 
with himfelf through him ? Then I may 
fay my time was the time of love, Ezek. 
xvi. 4, 5, 6, 8, 
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Secondly, where com is fown it renews 
the face of that part of the earth, agreeably 
to Pfal. civ. 30. Now, have I felt myfelf 
renewed in the whole man after the image 
of God ? Is my underilandirig, which before 
was dark, now etilightened in the knowr 
ledge of Jefus thrift ? Doth my will, which 
made choice of the things which were con* 
trary t<> God's will, now choofe thofe that are 
agreeable- to it ? Are my af&6lions, which 
forineriy were placed on this earth and car- 
nal things, now fet on heaven and fpiritual 
enjoyments ? Is my confcience, which 
in times paft was feared as it were with a 
hot iron, t Tim. iv, 2. now faithful to its 
truft, quick in admonilhing me of what is 
wrong, and fandioning what is right ? And 
my memory, that before was treacherous 
to that which is good, and retentive of e- 
vil, now madfe to delight in recording the 
doings of the Lord, and the things that 
make for his glory ? Does my tongue-, which 
before was given to delight in vain and idle 
difcourfe, now take pleafure in extolling its 
Creator, commending him to others, and 
fpeaking on profitable fubjeds ? Do my 
ears that were wont to delight with the A- 
thenians, Ads xvii. 21 • in hearing new and 



idie tales, and things that pleafed the flefh ; 
receive njo fatisfadioii, b.ut in hearing thofe 
things which are glorifying to" God, and 
profiting to the foul ? Do my eyes, that u;^ 
fed to folace themf^lves in g^ng on the 
pomp ajid vanities of this world, now take 
pteafure in looking into the word of God as 
xevealed in the ScrijMiures ? are my haftds, 
inftead of being engaged in unlawful works, 
now employed in honeft labours, and in 
miniftering to the neceflities of the poor 
faints, and fupplying the wants of the needy 
according to the ability God hath given 
tne ? and are my feet which were fwift in 
mmmng to mifchief, and walking in for- 
bidden paths, carrying me after vanities, 
m>w dixeded to noble purpofes entirely op- 
pofit^e to thofe, even to carry me to the 
boufe and ordinances of God, and upon er,^ 
rands to do good to my fellow men, fet and 
made to walk in the ways of righteouf^ 
nds. 

Thirdly, a field of com in time of a 
/brought wears a languid appearance, but 
greatly revives when the fhowers defcend j 
then, in the language of the king of Ifr 
rad, that great contemplator of the works 
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of God, *^ The vailics ihout! they al& 
*' fing," as was formerly obferved. Now, 
have I fek <iifagreeabler when, through fome 
means or other 1 have been kept back from 
the ogrdinances of God, and longed wkh 
the fweet fioger of Israel, vehcmciitly 
» mjoy a^in thofe pavitegcs ; %ing, 
** O God, thou . art my God; early will 
** I feek thee : my Ibxil thirfteth for . thee 
^^ in a dry and thirfty land where no wa- 
^ ter is,—to fee thy power and thy glory 
^* fo as I have feen thee in the ianfisiary/* 
JPfaL Ixiii. 1,2, 

And when I have been reAored to tbo& 
piiviteges again, can I in the fight and 
hearing of the fearcher of heaits fing with 
David, " I wafi glad when they faid imto 
*' me, Let us go into the houfe of the 
^' Lord," Pfal. cxxii. i. and " I have re- 
" joiced in the way of thy teftimonies, as 
>' much as in all riches,'' Plal. cxix. 14* 
and " thy teftimonies alfo art my delight,** 
Pfal. cxix^ 24. 

Fourthly, where a field of com is, care 
is taken to preferve it firom the rava-^ 
ges of beafts. Now, have I been taking 
pare to preferve my heart fyom tjie rays^^ 
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ges of fin- and Satan ? am I careful to guard 
and keep out of it every dilhonouring 
thought of God and his law ? every incli- 
nation to fin ? every high thought of my- 
felf with refped to my own fpiritual a- 
bilities ? every revengeful wifli againft any 
that may have offended me ; and in fhort, 
every thing that is contrary to the will of 
God. 

Now, if I can call God to witnefs, that 
I huve had, or have all, or any of thefe 
evidences in reality, it is a fign the 
good feed hath been fown in my heart : 
and to pirove that it hath not fallen upon 
ftony ground, neither among thorns, with 
refpect to me, let me perfevere to the end, 
and root out every worldly care that may 
in the leaft mar the growth of the feed, 
not in my own ftrength, but in that of 
the, great Hufbandman, who hath faid, 
** My grace is fuf&cient for thee : for my 
** flrength isujmade perfe6t in weaknefs.'* 
fi Cor. xii* 9. 
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THIS wood forms an agreeable prof- 
ped ; all the trees and ihrubs where- 
of begin to be attiied in native green, bud- 
ding forth with a pleafant fcent, while al-* 
moft every fpray is made vocal with mufi- 
cians of gay plumage, and the cuckoo juft 
arrived, repeats her name from bough to 
bough ; fwaijis at a diftance catch the glad- 
fome founds, liften again, and tell their 
neighbours they have heard the voice of 
the welcome vifitant ; all which invite my 
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be more pleafant than to have the fight, 
fmelling, and hearing all regaled at one and 
the fame thne, white the mind finds ample 
fcope for contemplation. 

While I walk through the glades, I be- 
hold trees and fhrubs of various kinds, di- 
vers growths, and of different ufes. Here 
I have a piihire of the world, and may fee 
with the blind man in the gofpel, when 
partly enlightened, men a» trees, Mark viii. 
24* though all of one kind by nature, of 
very different difpofitions ; poflefling va- 
rious talents uf^ful for diflferent purpofes. 

Some of thefe trees, for flatitfe and ma- 
jefticnefs look like kings over the reft, be- 
ing as fo many Sauls among the woody 
people* In like manaqr, feme .mens edu-* 
cation, excellent talents and good behavi- 
our, give them afuperior dignity to the reft 
of their brethren. 

Here I percdve feveral beautiful trees 
growing as it were out of one root, like fb 
many brothers linking their branches to-' 
gether, fupporting one another as they 
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grow, fi> that hardly any wind, though blow- 
ing never fo tcmpdftuoufly fliall be able ta 
overturn them, A beautiful emblem thi» 
of what man ought to do : being all fprung 
from one root by natm-e, ought not they 
to live as brethren, linking their concerns 
together, fupporting and ftrengthening one 
another : if this was the cafe, how ftable 
and iiouriffaing would kingdoms, nations^ 
and families be ! then the ftorms of anar- 
chy, fedition, and intefline broils fhotdd 
be unable to overthrow them. Thus the 
church would flourifh Hke Lebanon, Hof 
xiv. 5* and the world be rendered a para- 
diie. 

The royal Pfklmift beamifuUy exprefles 
the high delight he had of foch a ftate as 
this through the whole of Pfal. cxxxiii. and 
that this may more and more take place, 
may I cast in my mite in cultivating a bro- 
therly difpofition towards all men, efpecial- 
ly the houfehold of faith, accounting them 
my neareft and deareft brethren ; for have 
tye not all one Father, one Saviour, one 
Sanaifier, one hope, one faith, and one in- 
heritance, at laft to be conferred on us all. 
If we love not one another, it is a proof 
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fteps through its recefles :. And whdt can 
we love not God, and therefore have no 
title to the inheritance of the faints in light : 
for if we love not our brother whom we 
have fden, how can we love God whom we 
have not feen ? i Johil iv. 2q. ; ; 

Neither ought this love to be confin- 
ed to thofe faints only who arc ..rich an 
this world, but extend alfo - to thofe who 
are poor ; for if we love the former 
only, it is the image of the world in them 
which attrads our love ; but if alfo the lat- 
ter, it is a figii it is the image of God in 
both which engages our efteem. Neither 
ought the perfonal injuries of either com- 
niiitted againft us, if ,we hope they are faints, 
to cool our love to them as liich, but ra- 
ther to draw forth our compaflion to be- 
wail thofe fad flips of theirs, while we pray 
for their recovery. If Stephen prayed for 
the forgivenels of his enemies, when they 
were in the very a<£t of ftoning him ; and 
Chrift for his bloody murderers on the crofs. 
Ads vii. 60. Luke xxiii. 34. ought not we 
for thofe who are real friends in Chrifl:, tho' 
at times they be ^Ity of the actions of 
oiu: enemies ? 
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Ncfither ought their favours tt) us to be 
the main thing which draws forth our love 
to them, although they may tend to heigh-* 
ten it, for if either the one retard our love ^ 
or the other mainly attra6l it, it is.i fign it 
is not of the genuine kind, aud there- 
fore dangerous to be relied on as a mark 
that We are the children of God.- 

Here is a ftatdy walnut tree, under the 
fhade of which grow a few young aihes^ 
which have unhappily been planted there 
by thfe .wind ; for owmg to hi* droppings 
they make but little progrefs, nay, rather 
feeih to be on the decline : So I m^y call 
hini aja oppreflbr. And how many among 
the fchiJdren of n>eii mof e juftly merit this 
naiiie ; M^j when they are advanced fome- 
What highly ,^^aTid grown rich in this world's 
goods^ opf refi thofe whdm prefvidence hath 
placed tinder them ? . but tjiis is their Com- 
fort that fear the L9rd,-he wiU arife for 
their oppfeflipn .and jSghing^ ajid fet them 
in fafety fr0m their o{)pr€fflors5 Pfal. xii, 5. 
What a privilege is this which I eiyoy in 
Common with others ! that I can walk 
through the wopd^ approach to ^nd . cpn-*; 
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template every tree with fafety, though juft-^ 
ly on the account of our firft parents ha- 
ving not only approached to^ but eaten of 
the forbidden tree, efvery tree in the world 
might have been made a Bohtm^upas, or 
poifon tree, that no man eotild have €ome 
withm many rtiiles of, without certain death ; 
as is reported of this tree, which is faid W 
grow m the ifland of Java in the Eaft In- 
dies, Where for ten* or twelve miles around^ 
fto tree, herb, grafs,. of any ^imal is .feen 
to exift, and very few of the crimdrialswhor 
are compelled to^ vifit it ever retoiriaL *^ 

What is this which nlsdkies the whole 
tf ood refound f it is repesfted again Xid a* 
gain. What an awful craih is that J let 
me cautioufly liep back * little tor that glade^ 
^d fee if I can difcover what it is. Ah f 
flow I perCeivfe it hath been the hewer ply-^ 
ing his ixe, which has occafiofted all 1 have 
heard ;; for ^dndtr ii the lofty w^ntit tree 
Which I Was bflt lately contempJafing laid 
low.. Happy Aflies f you are how deliver- 
ed frofiS your op^reiror,,and thssy gr6W up 



* Sec Appendix to Darwin's Botatiical Garde* ^ 
^xld tbe UmVtsrsal Magaziiie for January^ 1784. 
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t^tii freedom; Juft fo deatli U length will 
hevr down every oppreflor among men j 
then ikall the opprefled be delivered from 
their tyranny; 

As the tieighboUring ti^ees Were made to. 
quake^ while the hewer was cmtting down 
that of the tkralnut^ fo at th^ rejkjtt of deatll 
hating ddne his office on foihe «f our neigh- 
bours, we are ftrUck with awe, which ^al- 
hioft as foon is <uve J with ns^ as that vibra- 
tion of the trees after theii: neighbotir had 
^kfQ, and alas I too often le^ve^ no faln-^ 
tary eflfedb 

Here in this rather marfhy place is an a- 
ged alder, in the trunk of which the night 
owl has oftiin fhrieked, hatched^ and brought 
forth her young; ib brittle^ twifted, md 
erodked^ that it is good for. nothing but to 
be call into the fire^ This is an emblem 
of a finri^r whd hath lived perhaps three 
fcore and ten, 6r fpurfcore years in thrf 
wdrld^ in Whofe heart Satan hath often, as 
it Were, brooded and brought forth his hor- 
rid temptations ; whole life and converfe-^ 
tion all that time hath been crooked . from 
the divine law : imd fuch not deriving ikp^ 
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from'Chirift Jefus (not .'being ingrafted irt 
him) are good for nothing, but being caft 
forth into hell: fire; , \y.-.^j- : . 

There are a few elms ftraight and tall, 
which tioes no. litde honour to the (kill of 
the woodinan ; not a dead branch nor fuper- 
fluous bough-encumber them-. By this care^ 
together with: the. anfwerablenefs of the foil 
wherfe they grow/ their truiiks are becomii 
comely and large ; thefe.in? due time will 
be taken from th(& wood and put to .excel- 
lent ufes. . So the righteous gro\V up as the 
planting of the Lord, Ifa. Ixi* 3. being pur-* 
ged and pruned from every thing that would 
hinder their growth in grace, with the po- 
tion of perfonal afHidHon, and fharp knife of 
outward crofles ; they grow up heavien- 
ward, flrong in the Lord ; and wheti they 
are cut out of the wood of the world, they 
will be put ta a* noble ufe,- erven to glorify 
God, and to enjoy him through all eteriii-r 

Here is the lofty bay proudly fpreading hi« 
branches around, is if he were king of the 
wood, and valued none of his neighbours* 
This is it to which the royaLPfalmifl coiji* 
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pares the pf ofperous ftate of* the wicked t 
^* I have feen the wicked, faith he, in great 
^* power, and fpreaditig hifefelf like a grittt 
♦* bay tree/' PfaL xxxvii.^^; How juft is 
the cohipajrifoh i -To look with a feperficial 
cye^tfii the ;wifeked in prbfp^rity^ we are aft 
witte Ifraers-kfeagf. ti^ conclude they are hap- 
py, and en^ 4lieiV ftate, PfaJ!' Ixxiir. 

- Tottdertis a tr^ with a lar^e and beau- 
tiful fliaide, unde^ which I-may fend an afy-- 
hiiii from the beams of the flin,^ which are 
now become fcorching : Thither will I go 
for a little. 

Ho^w> faiiitary' is fUch a fhade when the 
fiin.is fo hot i O how irifklitely more fo is 
the cov^ -' which » Ghrift 's blood and righ-'" 
teorifne6;affiMxi firbwi the fcorching wrath of 
Almighty God, i- and glory to hiis name who 
bath 'macje all ,nieii : welcome, iiay J 'feven in-^ 
vitec^-therpito: fty/^nder this fhetuer f6r'p^o-• 
tedkioa•; . . L . ' . 
.r V ^ ~ /^- •'.• -' ' ^'- '•' '• 
:. (D:i .this is. the planp ; how exceedingly 
hr'asdizrt its,,kaTzeSy.of,a lovely' green, and 
curious ddfcate-fhape.:" the fhade>iis truly 
4elight£id ! THis'isthe tree which ve^ an-/ 



ciently fo iimch efteemed, acc€irdiag to hift 
^ry? by the Rpqians, th^t they >wnt to 
Africa to fetch it into Italy, ffoin which it 
yras propagated in Franpe, where thofe who 
walked under its fliade had to pay tribute? 
to the Ro^nans. What infimt^Jy itkore re^?j 
fon h^ve all men to ps^y the tribut? of 
thanks and pr*ife to the Creatoir of all| fo? 
not only making the world, but alfo boim-? 
tifiijly furnifhing it with excellent^ comfort-; 
ftble, an4 ufefiil accommodations fojr iiaat^ 
and beail, of which tyees are pone of the 
imalleft. 

There on thefe branches the birds fing^ 
gnd may build theit nefts in Ikfety^ free 
from the ravages of quadrupeds, which, if 
their nefts were not fp elevated, would 
thereby often be deftroyed : and under thein 
ihadows, not only the beafts, but alfo men 
often find a fhelter from rain, cold^ or heat,' 
as I do at prefent. But far, nay, very fac 
more ought I and all men to pr^iie tha 
Lord for his unfpeakable gift, Ghrift Jefus, 
who is as an hiding place from the wihfl of 
the Almighty'^ fiiry, and a covert from the 
tempeft of his infinite wrath, and as re- 
frefhing as rivers of w^ter in a dky place,, 
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to all them whd will fly under his fliidow, 
which is as a great rock in a weary land, Ife^ 
xxxii. 2^ The fpdiife proved this when (he 
faith, " I fat dowil under his ih&dow with 
** great ddight, and his fruit w.as JWeet to 
^' my tijile/' Cant, ii. 3. 

He is that tree of life whofe leaves are for 
the healing of the nations, Rev. xxii. 2. 
and blefled be God, though he debarred 
man from approaching the tree of life in 
paradife, he hath difcovered unto him one 
in the jparadife above, of a fpiritual kind, 
and iiifinitely better, to which he hath not 
only allowed free accefs, but alfo invited, 
nay, even entreated: Aftonilhing loveJ and 
eameftly befbught us who were not his 
frierids, but enemies, and full of enmity, to 
come under his fliadow, eat of his fruit, and 
live for ever, Ifa. Iv. j. Matt. xi. 28. 2 Cor. 
v. 20. John iii. 16. O that I may then 
fay from experience, ^* I fat down under 
M* his fliadow with gyeat delight, and his 
t' fruit was f\feet to my tafte/' Cant. ii. 3, 

While I Sjir^ prefling through this thick- 
et, I perceive a timorom hare alar^ for 
herfafcty, has fprung from her den: how 



128 A WOOD. 

fwiftly fhe runs acrols yonder opening, an4 
is loft .to my view. Poor creature ! thoa 
mighteft havie enjoyed thy repofe in fafety 
for me.— -What can be the reafon that the 
animal creation are fo much afraid of man, 
and man of them ? Methinks fomething 
whifpers in my ear, The fall is the occar 
fion of both ; for ever fince man brake his 
truft with the Creator, thefe inferior crear 
tures durft truft him no more ; and even 
no man could put confidence in a. brother. 
And though he had the grant of dominion 
over all the creatures, yet they, as it were 
fenfible he had loft that wifiiom, prudence, 
and mildnefs that was necefiary for fuch a 
governor, ever fince he was afraid to meet 
with God, Gen. iii.. 8, 9, lo. have been.a-r 
fraid to meet with him, and fought to ftiun 
his prefence : And indeed well they may, 
for fince that time, they have often experi- 
enced his cruelty, 

Among all the fins that men are guilty of, I 
am perfuaded that of cruelty to brutes is none 
of the leaft ; and I cannot doubt, but in the 
judgment of the great day, by the Search - 
er* of hearts, and Witnels of all our acftiops, 
th^t fin will be expofed. What an awfrd 



ficcomAxhea will many lutvcr 'to give^ Vho 
have hdreimmercsiiiUy. treated thofe lieafts 
over which they had power ? If Goi^ heak: the 
;young» ravens that cry unto him^ BX^£ap^ 
'ply them ^with food, Pfell cxlviil 94 wifl Hot 
iie who is a God df pity. hear the. onei and 
groans -which the cruelty of 'man ; escorts 
from' the animals, and avenge* their oprpref? 
fion ?■-••/ ^^' - ..•:/..;' '^'c ::; l: 

A righteous man fegatdeth the life «f his 
iieaft, Prov.^xii. 10. the negative of thife 
fcripture nb doubt is,'a man that regardeth 
not the life of his beaft is not a righteous 
inan : ^* The Lord is good to all, aild his 
** tender ftiercies are over all his works," 
Plal, cxlv. 9* We ought therefore to copy 
^er this dariing attribute of the Creator; 
for our Lord and Saviour hath faid, *^ Blefs- 
** ed -ire the merciful, for they flialL obtain 
** mercyf'' Matth,, v. 7. the negative of 
which no doubt is, Curfed iare tjie:.un»ner^ 
ciful,for they fhall not obtain mercy : What 
a fttiang incitement to'thi^ diity is this'be- 
nedicSJion aftd its negative ? Be ye therefore 
merciful, as your father alfo is merciful, 
|:.tiike vi. 36. 
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If God were as vunnercifiil to us, as mn^ 
iiy of us djx; to brutes^ how miierable wouI4 
our lives:in this* world; be ! THofe ixiferimir 
creatures were given to man for bis ufe, 
but not to be abufe4 by him* The facul*. 
ty of reafoh which fets him fuperibur t* 
them, gives him n« more warrant to be 
cruel to fu(Jh ; than the fuperiour niture of 
the angels gives then!| a right to tyrajmis^ 
over us ; but on the contr^, ought to 
ihbve hitn with compaffion to thdfe ^rea-^ 
tuDes whiqh are made to groan, and travaij 
in pain for his finS| Rom. viii, 22. 

To induce u6 to be t^def to th«m^ «§^. 
cially thofe of the domdlic Jdnd^ w6 ought 
to confider, thit they could dp mudi better, 
without us, than we could do without them : 
And are they not moft obedieni feryants^ 
not for a fliort term only, but all their lives 
' if we chufe ; lubmitting to oui^ greateii 
drudgeries, without ever repining ? 

If y^e arer of the opinion that the brutal 
creation have no futurity of any kind, wh»t 
a fad thing then is it to make their fhof t 
exiftence a miferable one ? On the otiiir 
hand, if we think with others, they will be 



lefto^d to ibsk primeval ftate^ we may be 
^aid they will one day witnpfi againil their 
relentkfs ci^re0i!»:9; 

To favOiir tlius l»ft opinicm, lome take R^om, 
viii, 1 9^.-ir22 • tp \refer. Whether this bethe 
cafe or not, one thing is certain, that man at 
the bi& WX& give up an acx^cnmt how he 
haih improved the talents and power he 
was entruiled with, and fo of his lordihip 
qver the creatures. 

That fhot has furprifed me very much ! 
it has made all the wood echo. Oh ! I 
perceive a jpoor robin hath fallen a vidhm 
to the fowler, Crad maij, 1 how could you 
deprive fiich an innocent creature of itsex- 
iftence, and at the very time it was attempts 
ing as it were to foften your cruel breaft 
with its delicate fong : Sure it was doing 
3fou no harm, nor is its Uttle carcafe of any 
benefit t6 you, for I perceive you haye left 
it lying at the foot of yoiider tree. 

Poor robin ! no more wilt thou vifit my 
habitation in the pinching frofl, peck up a 
few erumbs, and ihelter thyfelf undier its 
f oof, nor repay me with thy fong in the 



^ring; no, ):hou drt gone^ abd'h^iiothing. 
to reckon for ; but trifling' as thy death 
may feem to thy murderer, J: \y^ not: fiy* 
but he will have to anfwer for it, for not a 
fparrow can ^, to the ground without our 
heavenly Father's notice, Mat. x.. 29.; 't 

., By/ this barfcurousdeed, an'innocent crcarr 
ture -is not only deprived of life, but its matel 
of a partner, the yoiing qf a patent, and the 
grove of a fongfter. Strange depravity I 
that any man c^ji take pleafure merely in the 
pain and deftr-udidn of harmlefs cneatures ! 
I am very much afraid, among all^the itw-i 
flxucStijoas wliichparents give tbc^rt children, 
that this of being . merciful to ihc/ ^ brutah 
creation is too often n^lfiiftcd ^^ whereas, if^ 
this were inculcated by example, admoni- 
tion and the rod, it might b? the means of 
preventing boys from exerdfing a wanton 
cruelty upon don^eftic ^niipak,! killing 
birds, with ftor^es, anddeftiS6ying;tioeir;,^ro-i 
geny when they: find than: ki:tfae^ field :i 
and might be the means, thro* grace, of giv- 
ing them a mercifoi' turn: -©£ jaalod -twlftn 
they arrive at riper a^::f'3!Daiji iqci axrhikll 
*f in- the way h^ fhouM/gQ,iand,w!bien-hevi^ 
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*' iJldhe will not depart ftomit/' faith the 
iiifpired Solcanon, Prov. xxii. 6; 

Here is a lofty fpreading oak, probably 
deftined to encounter, the da'hgers of the 
fea, fiild the fiery ftorms of war; round 
whichclings the woodbine: Happy fhrub ! 
* though feeble in thyfelf and Unable to ftand 
in. the furious ihlaft, thou haft made choice 
t)f a noble fupport. May I like thee take 
hold of, arid lean uponChrift Jefus by faith, 
who hath borne the infinitely furious tem- 
peft pf God's wrath for all them who thus 
cleave to^ andilean upon' him ; and then: by 
fo doing," though feeble iniriyfelf, I (hall be 
able to ftand and endure the blafts of per*- 
iecution, temptation and trial j agreeably to 
that promife, "My grace is fufficient for 
*f* thee ; for my ftrength is made perfed in 
** w^aknefs," 2 Cor.. xii. ,9, / 

Thefelieafnjimber of ' trees of various 
kijwjj and growth§; which haye. been late- 
ly felled, with their tops, fome of them 
toward the eaft, others toward the weft, 
fome toward ^the north, and fome the 
fouth ; as they ha^e fellen fo they lie, nor 
cajB they- alter their fituation, Juft fo it is 
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with refpe^ to mortal men, m the /iafe 
they die, there they muft cdtitinue tbroV 
all eternity. 

How much thefn doth it conceth nie/ 
and all men livings to fe* that we die in vt 
ftate of feconciliation with God, in and 
through the Mediator Chrift Jefus ! Mimy^ 
things that we do wrongs white we live may 
be redified j if we read wrong, that may 
Jbe righted 5 if we hear wrong, that may be 
lighted ; if we pray wrong, that may be 
righted} if tre communicatei wrong, that 
may be righted ; but if we die wyong, that 
never can be righted ; for there is a great 
gulf fixed, over which there is no pai^ng 
neither from heaven to hell, nor from hell 
to heaven, Luke xvi. 26. What is the lan- 
guage of fucli a pafiage to us who are in^ 
the land of the living, and in the place or 
hope, but this, '* O that they were wife,' 
*'* that they underftood this, that they 
** would confider their latter end J" Deut. 
xxxii. 29. 

There I perceive many of the ftumps of 
the trees^ are begun to fprout forth. Thi» 
puts mq in mind of what the nwm of pa- 
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tience beautifully txpteOkih iii thefe 
Words : " For there is hope of a tree, if it 
** be cut down, that it will fprout ag^n, and 
** that the tender branch thereof will not 
" c^ffi : though the root thereof wax old 
** in the earth, and chj^ ftock thereof die 
** in the ground : yet through the fcent of 
" water it will bud, and bring forth boughs 
" like a plant* But man dieth and waft- 
" eth away ; yea, man giveth up the ghoft, 
" and where is he ? As the waters faiLfrom 
**^ the fea, and the flood decajeth and dry- 
" eth up : fo man lieth down, and rifeth 
■* not till the heavens be no more j they 
" fhall not aifake, nor be raifed out of 
•* their fleep," Job xiv. 7 — 12. but at the 
refurredion they fhall, in that awful, mira-* 
culouLS morning, big with events, and full 
of atnaaing wonders, when the great arch- 
anger wind? fo loud his trumpet, that it 
fhall refound through all the dark caverns 
of the tomb, and awaken all the dead with 
a voice mpre trernendous than Sijiai's 
loudeft thunders,, . the awful import of 
which is, " Awake ye dead, and corne to 
*' judgment." Then fhall every neceflary 
particle of human duft, whether in the 
land dr in the fea, though incorporated 
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Mth that of the-inferior crektures' inr bcrtfiy 
tome forth from^aU the four winds fpeciK* 
iy, with eveity bohe to the defftineiplace of 
rendezvous, and t6ar the human frame a- 
gain infniortal : noi* fhali i bone miftake 
his boiie, but every bone to hit own bon6 
fhall clofely join, and not a bone^ nor leaft 
particle of duft fhall be mifplaced 6v a-want- 
ing. . ., , . 

Then (hall literally take place wh^t th^ 
prophet faw in vifion concerning the drf 
bones, Ezeki xxxvii. i -^8. while the gates 
6f heaven and hell are thrown open, and 
all the fouls comte forth and take up theif 
old tenements again forr ever. 

Righteous fouls and bodies th6n, like 
near and dear friends who have long been 
parted froni one another, fhall rejdice to 
meet again: But dreadfully, nay^ drejcdflilly 
relu6tant fhall wicked fouls and bodi* meet^ 
each beyond defcription irkfoftie to one a^ 
nother, but meet they muft to their eter- 
nal horror. 

This day they often heaj-d of while in- 
time, but either made light of it,- or en- 



4€a^aared to diibelieve it. altogether ; but 
fiov it is come, coo^e .fco theif jevedajftiaai^ 

ThiQiigk they lifedta fiiy by tlielr pracr 
tice while in this hffey. there was lio God, 
and majxy of thetn attfimpted to jdiihelie.TC 
that eternal ttvuh ; now they ate rconvin-* 
ced eflfecausUy of their erjor^axi^i wth- the 
devils believe and tremble, James ii. 1.9. id 
horrible amazement, knowing there is a 
God, a juft Cod top^. asjd ^ iterribie,;.wJ^m 
they fee with infinity ivrath in his ; cpudte-r 
nance, cpi?ung in the clwd^ of he^vdi} with, 
awful majefty and:. glory, with t^n thpu-r 
fands of his faints, and all tha, hply angels 
. in hi$^ train, Jnde 14, Majtt. xxv,:3i,. 

Before his infinitely augyfl pr^fcjnce, fun^ 
moon and ftars, as confcious of their impu- 
pty in his fightj fli&U go. into a total e- 
clipfe, ag?iin to, fhine sro more ; . whil^ the 
heavens, as it ware fenfible that their end 
\s come, pafs away with R great noife, 2 Pet. 
iii. 10. and are 'rolled together as a fcrqll,. 
Ifa. xxxiv. 4. Rev. vi. 14. for which there. 
Ml np more ufe : For man Ihall read no. 
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more m their fair p^ge the greitoels, wifn 
4om^ wercy, and fcindnefe of. the :Lord^ 
while the elements fhall pielt with fervent 
heat, 2 Pet. iii. lo. and the mountains be 
diflblvcd like w;ax ; while the e^th- a,nd 
works therein flame all in one deftrcrdive 
blaze ; all in horrible cpnftematioii^ ffaiver** 
ing with abfdute de^air ; where to fly^ or 
what to do, they are for ever at a lofs to 
know. 

To fly from the prefence of the Almigh- 
ty God their Judge, they are anxious incon? 
ceiv^bly raore than a woman in tmvail is 
to be delivered, but tha« is altogether im-r 
poflible ; to dp any thiiig for their f^&ty^ 
is as much fo as the former ; for now th? • 
long fparing merpy of God is for ever^ ever 
at an end with refped^ to them. 

He who once offered to. be their Saviour^ 
and earneftly entreated thepi to accept of 
him and all his benefits, by the everlafting 
gofpel : (but him they would not « accept, 
and made light of all his benefits :) now with 
relpeft tp them his clemency is no more : 
No, he who pnce would have been their Me- 
^ator, and ftied his blood to have faved them 
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if they would, (eternally cutting thought 
. to them !) is now their judge and inexora- 
ble enemy. 

Now they cry to the rocks and moun- 
tains to fall on them, and hide them from 
the fece and wrath of the Lamb, Rev, vi. 
1 6. but thefe are all in flame. Contented 
for ever would they be if they could but 
obtain that wifli, though Mreadful to hu- 
man natxire to be entirely annihilated; but 
neither Ihall this be granted. 

If after ten tlioufend times ten thoufand 
years, if years could be then numbered, 
they were to be freed from their torment, 
they wbtild count it an ineftimable ^privi- 
lege, and endeavour to be willing to- bear^ 
their horrible pddns ; but neither fliall this 
be the cafe. 

Oh I then, if after as many millions of 
years as thefe are piles of fand on the fea 
s Ihore, bottom^ of the ocean, and beds of 
• rivers ; blades of grafs in the fields, parti- 
cles of duft in the earth, herbs and trees in 
the world, fowls in the air, rhen, beafts, and 
reptiles on the earth, fifh in the waters, ears 
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of com in autumn, leaves on th©, trees it^ 
fummer, feathers on the fowls, hairs 09 
men and beafls, fcales on the fifh, conflel- 
lations and ftars in the heavens', and al^ 
thefe a million times a iifiilKor^ fo many as 
they are, they were to be entirely aniiihi-* 
lated, they would count it fome alleviation 
of their mifery. 

Dre^dfijl thought ! Awful count 1 fat. 
furpaffing the arithmetic of man, and per- . 
haps that of angels ! . , 

■ Yet ncitlier indeed fhall this, take pla9ie ; 
for as their. offences haye been againft the;, 
infinite Qod, \yhQ deferyeth gji infinite fa- 
tisfadion, and as they can iiever be able to 
give that> they n^iufl be puniflied through all 
eternity. All dread, all hQrror,and all defpair, , 
they forced wait their final doom,with all their 
crimes full in their face, written in the page 
of their memory in legible chara^er? as 
with a fun beam, which fhall be declared 
before men and angels. 

But, on the other, hand, the righteous, 
are as much tranfported with love, joy, ^nd , 
happinels, as the wicked are racked wit^i 
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Aei^air, fnifery and w6e; : With joy they 
lift up their heads, -fee their Lord and Sa- 
viour; ndt in the Aianger and ftable of 
Bethlehem, riot ks a man of forrbws and 
acquainted With' grief, not defpifed' bf the 
ptedple, nor ha^n^ Adhere to Idy his head, 
not arraigned *at Tildte^s judgriiefif bar, nor 
fufferihg ontht bloody -crofs ^d' giving up 
the ghdfl ; but coining ' ill the 'clduds of 
heaven -mth power and great gloi*^'; in the 
glory of his Father, with the holy ^g^els ; 
the Almighty God, the Judge of quick and 
dead, their Friend, who btice did die for 
them ; and are joyfully caught up to join 
ihe hiappy train, and meet him in the air, 

*!? he wicked, as tirees twifce ' dead, pluck- 
ed up by the roots, Jude 12. fh&ll be ad- 
judged atid caft into Eternal burnings; while 
the righteous, as trees planted by the Lord^' 
Ih^ be acquitted from all the afperfions 
throWn on them by men and devils, and 
i-eiiioved to the higheft heavens, there to 
flourish and groW ever green with happinefs, 
glory and joy through all the countlefs a- 
ges of eternity, . 
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Here, is an appfe tree, which in its wiI4 
flate bears nothing but crabs, hard and 
four fruit, which are only fit for feeding 
iwine ; whereas if contrary to nature, it 
were cut out of its natural (lock, and in- 
grafted into a good tree, the fruit of it 
might be much improved, and rendered 
ufeful to its owner* Jiift fb is it with ^ 
fpedt to men while in their natural ftate ; 
aU the fruits they bring forth arje corrupt; 
hard, and four, fit only for feeding their 
fwinifh lufts, hateful to God, and deftruo- 
tive to themfelves. 

Their own righteoufnefs, a fruit being 
produced from the foil of a broken cove- 
nant, inflead of nourifhing the foul' that 
eats it, will only ppifon it at laft, if it be 
not prevented from feeding thereon j 
whereas, when they are cut out of their 
own natural ftock, and ingrafted into 
Chrift Jefus, they bring forth the fruits of 
lighteoufnefs and true holinefs in, and 
through him, acceptable to God, ufeful to 
themfelves, and grateful to others. 

How ntuch then doth it concern me to 
know whether I have been cut out of my 



faatU^al ftbek in Adam, an^ iii^afted in- 
to Chrifl Jefus, that true vine, Johii xv. i* 
who maketh every branch that abideth in 
him fruitful: And by thefe marks I may- 
know if t be in him : 

Am I bfingiflg forth the fruits of Ibve 
to him, more for what he is in and of him^ 
felf, and what he hath done for tne, than 
<m ^ccomxt of what he hath purchafed for 
nic ?; and the frtoits of love to men^ and 
good works,' as a teft of this love to him^ 
in a? cheerful compliance with his autho-» 
rity in his eojbmands^ depending nothing 
on my <>wn righteoufnefs for falvation, but 
entirely wx his adive and paflive righte^ 
oufisiefs for that alonci If fo, then I may 
conclude I am oertainly in him^ 

next and thfere are tr^es cut down^ of 
various s^eis^ kinds^ dnd fizes : -Here lie$ 
An aged elm^ and th6r€ a young aih ; in 
thatpla<;e a fmall chfefnmt tree* and in 
this a lofty oak; So death is doing his 
Work upon p#rfons of all ranks and all a^ 
gts, on our right hand and on our left, be-* 
hind and before us eveify day, and y*t hoW 
little are we concerned i almoft as little 
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atteutivt tpthSfe wamirigs of mortality as 
the infcAfibl^ itanding trees are to the fali 
of their deighboursy which; kiioiw not how 
foon the axe win be laid ta their ownroots^ 
nor we how foon wemuft die; . . 

Strange ftupidity ! to be every day as it 
were in the midft of deaths, and yet think 
fb little about our own ! How many of- itf 
hve here as if this world were t6 be 6m e* 
tefnal home, and as if it had been the main 
end of our creation* to indndge the£efh, and* 
amafs wealth together ; fcarcely ever con* 
fidering that this worid is only as aft mn.by 
the way to the riext^ and the good thing* 
in it, coftveni^iceS of it ;- w^hile we. are as 
tyavelrlets atid way-fating tiien, which turn 
afide to tartly therein for a night, Jer. xivi 
8. and muft quickly be gone:' ThereforCy 
as a traveller fets light by all that afe in an 
inn, farther than what ferves his 6wn con* 
venience while he lodges thfere; fb ought 
We with refped to the things of this world- 
There gtow a few ftitilbcrry trees, thfe 
leaves of which are greatly efteemed in 
fome ]^aces for feeding the filk worm, and 
the berries for making a kind of wine vbut 
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fftr neither of thefe purpdfesdo I fd higMy 
cfteem tlK)fe^ as for that great dehver^nCe 
and yi(9)pry which the found of a goin^ oii 
the tops of theifi was made a fignal bf' t6 
Ifraers king, froiti, and over his andlfi^sfel^i 
enemies, 2 Sam. v. 123, 24, - - 

If I were to hear fach a goiiig at |)fe* 
fent on the tops of thofe trees, how would 
it alarm me ! butCiavid being forewarned 
of the fign, no doUbt fuch a found gtfeatly 
rejoiced his heart, added fwiftnefi to his 
feet, and ftrength to his arths, in purfuit of, 
and fighting with the Philiftines. Ought 
not .then the call of him who is the Lord 
of hofts to us, to arife and fight againft his 
'And oUr enfernies, and his -prornifes of ' fup- 
«port and vi(9:oryj to ericoiurage our hearts, 
and ilrengthen our hands while we fight 
the fpiritubl combat againft thefe worfe 
than. Philiftines, fin, Satat3,and the fleih. 

.^ The woods now clothed in greeny are 
filled with harmony, love, atid care .-white 
fome of the feathered people diftend their 
variegated throats in gracefiai* \ibratfons, 
finging their artleii tales of love to the gay- 
charmers which they eye with defire on 
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the neighbouriug boughs ; then haying a- 
lighted on the verdepit turf^ and culled a 
little prefent for their plumy jfiynaphs.^ ap- 
proach them with eager wing, and they, 
though foraewhat rfhy at firft^ a? length 
joining beak to beak^ accept the endearing 
food, and foon retire amid the thicket to 
receive higher tokens of aflfedioa,. 

Others, bufied in ooUedaBg materials fof 
bfuilding their little matchlefs edifices, heat 
the air with adive wings. Some, in a ftate 
of more forwardnefs, have hatched their 
little families, and now explore the fields ia 
fearch of food for their tender offspring* 

Come hither then, ye faithlefe youths^ 
who take pleafure in decoyir^g iiinocent^ 
and learn a leflbn from the birds of the air ! 
Shall not their conftancy to their mates 
put you to fhame, and in the day of judg*- 
ment witnefs againfl you ? You, who have 
aiot only nature, bwt alfo yeafpn aad divinq 
•revelatiqn for your diredion. - . 

. And ye too, carelefs hufbands and pa- 
rents, learn from their feeding their mate^ 
when brooding, and providing for their 
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yoxmg, tke duty which nature hath taught 
you in providing for your families, for if 
any ^ provide not for his own, and efpeci-^ 
, *' ally for thofc of his own houfe, he hath de- 
^' nied the faith, and is worfe than an infi** 
" del," I Tim. V. 8. 

The crows have already formed their 
^ republics, and are repairing their old habi- 
tations on the branching firs; and now 
throughout their lofty towns, all is buftle 
and cawing noife. The fea fowl have for- 
faken the (hore, and are retired to their u-* 
fual haunts in this feafon of love, 

Paufe a while, O my foul, and confider 
whence have the fowls that wifdom to 
choofe the propereft place to brood in : Is 
it not worthy of remark, that thefe which 
jfxequent the Ihore almoft all the year round, 
fporting themfelves in the tide, do not, as 
might naturally be fuppofed, build on the 
fand, as if feniible the fwelling furge would 
render their labours abortive j neither on 
the adjoining open beach, left their nefts 
fhould quickly be difcovered ; nor on the 
. inland, as that would be too far off when 
hatching to duck> or procure their fcaly 
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food ; nor yet by tlie river's rapid ffreaiiif 
a§ that would render the obtaining of thfeif 
provifibh precarious : but in the clifts of 
rocks which overhang the tide, or by the 
fides of loehs, where they can leave their 
eggs for a moment^ imtnerfe in the watfer,* 
procure their fubfiftence, and return again 
to their aliiduous talkj without prejudifing 
the broods 

Doth not the wifdoin of God appear coh-* 
fpicuous in thus implanting luch an in-^ 
ftiiM^ in them, by which they are infenfi-^ 
bly led, without the help of reafon, to mak^ 
fuch a difcreet choice ? 

In the middle of that braimble bufh t 
perceive a bird's neft : let me apprdath th^ 
little edifice, and examine the ftrudure. 

Ho^ curiouliy is it built, and how ex- 
ti€t and regular are its lines ! without the 
help of fquare 6r plurrt, this little afchiteft 
has coiiftrtiifted all in the nic6il and moft 
convetiient form t the'niaterials of which 
it is reared are all diftribtited through the 
work in the jufteft p"r6p6rtion ; oil the out- 
fide are the coarfeft, While the infide, like a 
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fine room, is lined with fofi: haic or ^own^; y 

No huiyi^ wifdpjn i;oul4 have contrived^ ^^ 

qr hands have executed a moye anfwerabl^. 
accommodatiqii for this l^ttl? fqpgftyef? tft 
^tch in* 

. Let ipe then- a^niire . th^? y^I^^^™ ^^4 
gpodnef? of Gqd^ >v:hQ hath ^n^ueji every , f 

C|:eatrire )Jjit]i. fuitalple abilities, to anfwer thp, . 
purpofe foif which it wa? ni^ide^ and per- 
fprm qvery jf\m(3i9n t9.\^hich'it is called. 

-, 4wdft tih^fe .delicately %Qtted eggs, I 
difcqyer pne different fropi the reft ; and 
wljile I cpnfider it more minutely, I find it 
is th^t of the cuckpo^ which has cunning-^ 
ly dropped « among thole of this little bird. 
Ah ! if ^t; be hat9hed, as moft Ul^ely it will, 
fpon will it Tuin it^ neighbour neftlinga 
by throwing them. out, and remain poflef-^ 
for. of the neft alone. 

This may teach me an ufeful leilbn,^ 
^nd put me upon my guard not to harbour. 
any one of Satan's temptations in my breaft, 
l^ft that being cherifhed, prove the ruin of 
^1 my graces ; which, if entertained and 
-l^ot caft out, certainly will, and at length 
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Satan and fin- remain Me poifeJfTefe'of tlw 
heart ; for grace and fin cannot live toge- 
ther ; either grace will be deftroying firi, 
or fin will be deftroying grace. 

And as the cuckoo cares not how ma- 
ny eggs be in the little bird's ncft, provid- 
ed fhe can only get one of her own drojK 
ped in among them ; fo Satan cares not 
how much grace be in the heart, provid- 

' ed he can only get one fin to be enter- 
tained there, knowing well, that one fin 
will in time difpofiefs the foul of every 
grace, make room for more, and fin at 
laft remain fole pofleflbr thereof, as we fee 
in Judas ; Satan got him to entertain a co- 
vetous difpofition in his heart, that in time 
cleared it of all feeming grace and hxAi- 
nefs, and at length made him betray his 
Lord and Mafter, and finally opened the 
door of the heart to defpair, which like a 

' terrible giant deftroyed the traitor at lafl: 
by caufing him hang himfelf. 

What need have we then to pray with 
the Pfalmift, " Search me, God, and 
" know my heart : try me, and know my 
• * thoughts J and fee if there be any wick- 



** ed way in me, and lead: irfe in the vay 
*' everlafting/' Pfal; cxxxi^- 25, 24-. " One 
Achan in the camp was like to have pro* 
ved the deftruftion of all the Ifraelites, Jofh, 
vii. ^-If I regard fin: id my hearty the 
** Lord will not hear me/VfaTth the Pfe^ 
inift, Pfal. ixvLiS, 

May I therefore from henceforth harbour 
no fin in my foul, feeing as long as I re^ 
gard fin in my heart, it. will be in vain to 
pray : May I therefore throngh divine grace, 
call every fin out of it, fparing no Agags 
there, left the Lord' rejed: me, 1 Sam. xv, 
9.23. 

Is it not the will and commandment of 
the Lord that I Ihould have war with thefe 
Amalekites my fins for ever and ever ? and 
have I not fwom to do fo in baptifin, if 
not feveral times fince ? Should I then ip»e 
any of thofe my deadly enemies ? 

What a Grange tree is the afpen, the 
leaves whereof continually fhake. Jaft now, 
though there is not a breath of wind to be 
felt, how the leaves of this one tremble ! 
^Vhat is the ineaning of this ? Methinks I 



Jwar it rej^, BccaTufe the ^e is laid to the 
wot> of jthe trees, Matth. x. 3Q. and I can? 
BS*fteU how.foQii I flball be cut down. 

'.iTlus.pats TOfi in mind of thofe whom the 
a^>dfl:le.i"peaks of, who for fear of death 
were all their Ufetime, fubjeft to bondage, 
Heb. ii, 15. a proper fear of death is very 
fprainehdable, but a. ffaviih fear of it is 
highly deteflib^ aSx it renders the man who 
is.ppflefled with i^, ui^conifortable tQ hin^n 
felfi-.an4 imufeful toj »his neighbours. 

Tc^deliYer u$ from this dreadful bondage 
Chrift Jefus died : Let us then imitate Ifr 
rael in the wildernefs, who, when they were 
bitteijbjby fiecy feipents, looked* up to the 
bra^'enJfeipentfpr healing, which, was eredlr 
ed pit a p9le for that purpofe, Num. xxi. 9. 
even by looking up to Chrift Jefus lift up 
on the pole of the crofs, taking out the fting 
of death forus, who did it thexe effe6hially^ 
and fo be healed of this flavifh fear ; for 
death through Chrift's dying is converted 
frpna "beipg an enemy to be the good man's 
friend,' as it breaks the fetters of flefh and 
bipod .with which hi5 is bound to this trpur^ 
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fblefome world, and opens for Jijm the door 
*o eternal life and happinefs, ir. 

How n>uch then »^o)thit concern .m^jajad 
every one to know that death will thua be 
pur friend, and to have 9ur acquaintance, 
made up with it ere we meet with it at 
lall ; fo that it rnay not prove to us as a ftr^n- 
ger and* an ; unwelcome vifitant J JJappy 
are they who pan, fay with the great Addir- 
fon, when on their: de^th-beds^ See with 
what peace gt Cljrifti^n can die ! ^nd hap-. 
'pier ftiU that can fay wkh Job^ ** Fpr I 
^* know that my Redeejner liyeth, an4 that 
^ he fhall ftand i^t the letter <i?iy upon the 
^ earth : and though after my flcin worms, 
*^ deftroy this body, yet in my flefli fhail I 
^ fee God : whom I ihall fee for myfelf^: 
*^ and mine eyes fhall behold, and not anb-' 
^* ther, though my reins be confumed with- 
^^ in me," Job xix. 25 — 27. And with the 
iweet Pfalmift of Ifra^ql, " Akhowg.l\ - my 
** houfe be not fo with God ; y^t he, hath, 
f' made with me aneverlafting coyenant,or-. 
^' dered in all things and fure,; f0f thisis all 
V my falvation 4nd. all jiiy.de/ii:e/^'^'2 Sam. 
xxiii. 5. And with the apoftle, ^' :I<or me to 
f/Jiye is Chrift, and to die is:gain;." Phil. i. 
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21. ^ And I heard a voice from' heiix^eiv 
f* faying unto me, Write, ^leffed are the 
f * dea4. which die in the Lord, frpm henccrr. 
^^ forth : Yea, faith the Spirit, that they 
^^ may reft from their labours ; and iheip 
?* works do follow themji" Rev. xiv. 1 3. 

By the fides of this rilt grox*^ a ftw tvik 
lows, which bying me in mind pf thofe by 
the ftreams pf Babel, on which the difco^-. 
folate Ifraelites hanged their harps^ Pfal, 
CXJtxvii. 2. as having no more ufe for the^n \ 
yet it is not f?dd they broke them^ or threw 
them, into the river, but hung thejn on 
the willows ; which argued their hop* that 
after a very long time, the term of fetenty 
yejirs, foretold by the prophet^ Jer/xxk. 
lo. they fhould again take them up and 
rejoice with them, finging the fongs of the 
Lord in the temple of Jerufalem, 

And ti^hat reafon have we of this land to 
be thankful that we are not obliged to hatig 
pur harps is it were upon the willows, and 
mourn with a bitter lamentaltion on ac- 
count of ouj* being removed from our na- 
tive land and the gofpel, or the ordinances 
thereof taken from us, becaufe of our ill 



improvement of k, whkh is of itfelf glad 
tidings of great joy, and the moft precious 
thing on earth ; but how little do we re- 
joice and be glad at the ever-blefled and fa-* 
iiitary news.^angek no doubt are ftnickwith 
wonder and amazement at our fbjpidity 
;$md careleffiiefs. 

ft is an old proverb, The well i^ never 
taftiffed till it go dry: The Jews made 
but light of their privileges and Mofai- 
€al ordinamces when in their own land ; 
but after they were carried captive to 
Babylon, fenfible of the , value of theie, 
hiowdid they mourn for their lofs 1 In like 
imaneT fhould we^ if deprived of the blefl- 
«i ordinance of the golpel. 

Strange,, then, that we fhould now efteem 
them fo little, and prove fo barren under 
them ! Math, need have we to pray that the 
Lord would accomplifh that promife to us, 
** I will pour water upon him that is thir- 
•** fty, and floods upon the dry ground : I 
** will pour my Spirit upon thy feed, and 
^* my blefling upon thine offspring : and 
^* they fhall ipring up as among th« gtafs^ 

L2 
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^^ as willows by the water gouifes,- ' If*. 3div* 

As willows delight to grow by the conr- 
fcs of water, fo ought we to delight to grow 
up. by the fefreihing and healijigordinaa- 
ces of the everlalling gofpeL Seeing that 
the Lord hath planted us in a fruitfiil field 
in this land by great >yaters, evqn by, and 
under the ordiiiances of the ever-blefled 
gofpel, (which are more refrefhing to the 
peoplie of the Lord, than watery are to .a 
thirfty land) and fet us as a willow tree ;, 
we. ought to prove fruitful as a vine, inho- 
linefs and good works ; being humble be- 
fore him, and turning our branches of 
thankfulnefs and love towards him who 
hath thus planted us, and bellowed upon us 
in this ifland, fuch great privileges, \yhere- 
as, if we mifimprove them^ and bend our 
roots, and Ihoot forth our branches towards 
fm and Satan to his dilhonour, and find 
more pleafure in the ways of fin than in 
holinefs, feeking fatisfadion and happinefs 
mainly in the ejijoymehts of carnal things ; 
we may juftly be afraid, that though we 
Jiave tljus been planted in . a good foil by- 
great waters, even thojfe ordinances of the 
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'gdftteli for the purpofe of bringing forth 
the fruits of holinefs ; he ^I puU up out* 
i-oots, that they {hall wither, and blaft aH 
tte leaves df our ijpirijig ; and the' Lord, 
for ought we know; rnay do ' this without 
the power of a foreign enemy or people, 
to 'deprive us of thofe ineftimable privileges, 
even i>y infenfible decays *. 

And have we not reaifdn to fear that this 
prove the cafe with us in this landy and that 
we are already begun to wither ? Where 
^re nciw the vifible tokens" of God's favour ; 
the pother 6f the word, and the heart melt^ 
ings iindet fertoons whith ufed to be feeii 
And felt in the days of our forefathers ? 

When tlie fhadows wax long, as thie pi- 
©us Gray obferves, is it not a fign that the 
day is haftenmg to an end; and the night 
fail approaching ? And is it nx)t lamenta-^ 
ble to obferve, that the fhadows of religion 
ftre mdre delighted in by itiaiiy than the 
fiibftance thereof? and hath npt church-^ 
difciphne of late years been more in {hado\y 

* See the ground of all this applied rather diffei e it* 
iy bj the Prophet, Ezek. xvii. 5 — 10. 



than in fubflance, aiad growing flill tacttv 
and mofe fo ? All which call loudly in the 
ears of Church raembe'riJ^ to figh and 
£iy for all the abomimations that be d0!Eie 
in the midft thereof, Ezek. ix. 4. 

May I be among this happy nuBoJbcr 
of Zion mourners, fb that i nmyitan^e 
a mark fet upon my forehead, which may 
diftinguifh me fcfr fafety in the day of 
deftrudion- 

Willows are ^wry pliable, e«fily tiwfted 
whatever way their owner chtlfes,; foowgfct 
mortal men to be to their Creator,-*-Is it 
his will that we fhould be inpro^rity and 
affluent circumftances ? let us therein be 
humble and rejoice with thaiifcfgiving, join- 
ing trembling with our mirth, according to 
that beautiful diredion of the royal Efahn- 
i^, Pfal. ii. 11. 

On the other hand, aire we affli<Sled and 
poor ? let us humble ourfclves under' the 
mighty hand of God, with a degree ,df 
cheerfulnefs and refignednefs to the divine 
will, (not with a forced fubmiSion), faying 
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my. 
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Wkii the iftiii of exemplary patience, whai 
-he was ftripped of all hiawealth and children. 
Naked came I out o£ my mother's yrombi 
and naked fhall I return thither ; the Lord 
j^ye, a&d;the Lord hath tak^na,way j blefl- 
ed be the name of the Lord. What ? ihaU 
iVre. receive good at the hand of God, and 
«ihaU ^e,jiQt receiyeeyil? Job i. 2.1. an^ iii 
jq. agd with.the prophet, Wherefore doth 
#iliiying. man complain, a man for the pu^ 
aifhme^t ofhisfi»s? JLaiifi. iii. 39. 

rOn this jifing ground' ftand^thc^ ever ver-i 
dant yew, expofed to the northern blaft; the 
anceftors of which have no doubt fumifhed 
jr>gny:)f^ous bows -to our. ancient .warriors ; 
tea: ever finee the; inyfentioii of J powder hs«s 
beai)f(Hyidout,it has been but Uttler^gard- 
jed i»ay,-for foiije c^enfive qualities mor^ ima- 
l^naiy than realj this onpeefteemedtrqeis ba- 
ijifted theifocietiy-of^thofe trees planted in 
the, gardms and - pte^t&nt groves, to places 
mpre.iremote aOfd l^arren, and only hei;e 
and t^re one of this hardy ufefiil race is 
now to be found. 

Such trees aye emWematical of the peo* 
p\Q of the Lord, whofe verdure of grace and 
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.eoiiftancy to the truth ilill remain, in riiidft 
of the.ftiarpeft triads to which they are ex*- 
.pofed/ whether ^from mefl or devils. 

: If at-^any time thf^i%h the weaknefs of 
'ihe^&hikf^d theittrength of indwelling linv 
iliey^be dvfefco^ite (wMchindeedflieyofteii 
at^i' for 'there is no tiaan that li^eth here 
.ihdb finneth not, r KifiLg$ idii. 46. 2 Chrort. 
^i; 36; Eeck vir. aoc)' iike bows made (rf" 
this elaftic.wood, they irimiediately returA 
to that bent from which they had been* 
forced by the laW of the members,^ Rdm. 
vvi.2g.'' r. '.:■' . '.•<>■ -i^ '^' >- ' ' ; ^^'' \' 
] ■ :. :jj • '^-i •. •:! ; 'r-/ ■•..'. .:.^ 
. ?n[^hey'ate'dftetft6or>f)tfi^^ 
iSitrtt/'and( death itfelf V ^ ind for whar fea* 
^ti ?; >6rtly beeaiufe they prove to' be ^offeli* 
•five ttJ-tte wicked r nor i^ this o^ying to a-^ 
Tiy thhi^ in fhiem, or the principles of^ that 
•hbly religion of which they are the Notaries; 
(which ^re all calculated for' the moll fdii-^ 
tary and erideiring furpofes) but wholly 
owiftg- to the ni)xibtS' qualities of the wick-^ 
ed themfelves, which, like fore eyes that 
cannot endure the light and beams of the' 
Hfian, are ofF^aded by the purity of tfieir' 
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liteS, precepts^ and doflrines whicM'they 
teach.' ' ' 

There i$ the comely chefnut wliich isf 
not only patient of the cold itfelf, but af- 
fifts thofe of its own kind in defending Mo- 
ther trees frorti the nipping frofts and feve- 
rities of winter. S6 the people o^ tlie Lord 
are not only patient under trials,* Miether 
of a ^fpifitual or temporal rlature them- 
felv^y bift -contribute alfo •iery "inuch 
by their example and falutary counfels 
to fupport others that are afflided with 
*iuch; » '" ' '' ■ ' ' 

Thi*^¥fee^ alfo puts rnc*in nlind of* 'thofe 

• variegated rods of the farne wood^'wliich 

* Jacob' tried to entr^af6 hi^ wages ffoiti his 
deceitful j&thcr4n-lkw,; Gen.'xxk:^^'. thefe 
ineani He kri^ w, though unavailing in' them- 
felves, by the blefling of the Lord upon 
them, wotild' anfwef his ettd i and that it 
was only this made them do fo, he faw in 
a dream/ Gen. iixi. 1 6, 1 1 ; 

^ Very finall means, and even thefe one 
Would' imagine to be contrary to the de- 
fign for w^hich they arc ufed, through the 
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divine Wefling prove eflfedual. WimeJ& *he 
clay which our Lord made ufe of to .9l>Qkkt 
the blind man's eyes, John ix. 6. 

Here is the 6r, which .far its lofty rmajef^ 
tic iUtur^^ajid perpetual Wffi^H?^»ftands. un- 
rivalled by any tree in the fWOOfi. To tjbis 
our Lord hath condefcended j(b riitfiaitelgr 
low for our more fuitable uptaking.Qf ,his 
^Qodnefe, to comport himfejf ; *' I am hbe 
*^ a green fir tree, Ijdthbe, froiji inei5;thy 
** fruit found,'' Hof. xiv. 8. 

Not more delightful and refrefhing tp 
the fun-burnt weary traveller is the (hade 
of this tree, (which indeed is moft plea- 
fant and falutary in thofe hoteaftem coun-^ 
tries, where it grows to a veryigyeat fize) 
than Chrift is to the Zion ^tr|iVi?Uer : ** J 
^V fat down uijder his ihadow with gre«t 
*^ delight, faith the ^oufe, *nd his fruit was 
*^ fwcet to my taftci,'^ Cant.ii, 3. 

As this tree fhades thofe that come un- 
der it, not only from the fcorching beams 
of the fun, but alfo from tempeftuous winds, 
hail, and rain : fo Chrift Jefiis Ihelters them 
that, come under his ihadow. from the heat 
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of Sscton'sixialioey tl^e furious blafts of an 
accufiAg confcience, the ftorms of God's in^ 
finite wraths and (bowers of e&emal ven- 
geance : " he ^hat dweUeth in the fecret 
^* place ofitlm Moft Hight ihjdl abide un^ 
** <ler the fcadow of the Almighty/' Pial. 
Kci, I. 

And as this tree like lathers, ftands with 
open ihade to receive any wider it that will 
come; fo Chrift Jefus ftands with open arms, 
as it were, to Ihelter all guilty linners that 
wili fly to him for lafety : He, the Qod- 
man, is ^ as anhidiiig j^e from the wand, 
^* and a covert from the tempeft,'* Ifa* 
SQodi. 2. 

It is faid that the j&nell of this treictdrives 
away \^d beafts; fo Ghrift, whofe *♦ gar- 
** ments findU vf myrrh, and aloes, .and 
*''CafEa," PfaL xlv. 8. driveth away the 
wild beads of (in and coriuptioa from them 
who fly under his fliadow. 

Hct?e in this low level part of the wood 
grow a ntKmber of beeches, tall and iteaight, 
jridding k beautiful fhade. It is obferved . 
In this friendly manner and fituation of 
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Ml,- thefe trees make the v moft profickn^^ 
iii^ growth : So wheri Ghrifti^ans Uve hum-^ 
blyaiid-frieftdly v«^ith orie kriot^r, bearing 
brie anatherf'i* b4i*dens,- ' hdljAng- cradh othei 
fdrwffrd'ife the'Wdy.to Zioh, thby ftiafce^th'Si 
liibftpiKificietf^y 'goalee :• Where- 

as he that exalteth himfelf fhall be ab&f^d j 
and woe to him that is alone, for when he 
fkileth he hath n6lie to hel;p hirtittp, Olke 
i^iv. 1 1 ; EccL iv* lo; ^ • ' 

"thfele treses wh^n young g1?6W exfceed^ 
ingly crooked,' kiiQtty, and illd&iapedi hUt 
turn more and ttnore beautifiil* UnS firaighC 
as they grow up ? In like inftilhe*, thofd 
newly concerted from fin to a life of holinefft 
are but crooked from the divine law, knot- 
ty 'arid fhwart t6 tl* wflri)f G6d,*ih com- 
pafrifon of that beautiful cofifdrtxiity td the 
holy law,' and cheeifful adqtiielfcftnce' td 
fhe diTirie will,' to' which tlbey arrive 
itfterWaM through- faridHfit^tiori^ (rf Che Ho* 
ly Ghoft. • •- 

Tt is likeWife obfei^ed,' that" the leaves of 
thefe frees vary their colours 4x>ward bm^ 
tuifm ; fo the Chfiftian's robe of implanted 



lighteoufnefs grows whitpr apd whiter %9r 
wards the harvefjt of death. 

The leaves of thefe trees alfo are jreported 
to ma^ fine fweet bed^ to lie upoji ; fQ a 
^ell fp^nt life, and a cpnfciettce v9Jici'f)f of-| 
fences tows^rd God 3i^d m&n, maj^e.a^ fweet^ 
deafh-l^ed, - , .' / 

The nnaft of this tree yields fit oil for 
kmps ; fo the life and converfation of a 
Chrifiian ought; to be all as a fliining l^mpr 
to direft others the way to Zion, paft 
the fhoals and rocks of vanity, which 
the God of this world hath made 
and reared to wreck the unwary mariner 
while he fleers his vefl^l over the fea of huK 
man life. . 

T 

Here is the fervice tree, which, regard^: 
lefs of his own fafety, gives us early ihtinia-T 
tions of the approaching fpring, by daring 
to bud forth, while yet the ftiort-lived day: 
affords the fhivering fpedator but a bleak 
profpeft, and the tops of diftant hills lie 
buried in fnow. Thus the righteous in the 
midft of the fevereft trials, fhew forth their 
attachment to religion, and. dare ccmfefs 



1 66 A WOOD. 

tbe natfne of Jefus, although the times prc^ 
fent a dangerous profped ;. even threatenr 
ing perfecution unto death for fo doing. 

This tree for its medicmal q^udides may 
be reck^Eied the citron of our ifland, as the 
fBnt of a eertaia kind of it; along with ftmie 
other things, greatly corroborate the fto- 
mach. It is alfo good for removing feden- 
taiy and laxative complaints, ^diile the flalks 
and flowers, through a chemical prepara* 
tiom, recover confumptions^ and tabid bo-* 
dies. 

This tree is alfo iaid to p*ove beneficial in 
a variety of other difesrfes * : — So the righ- 
teouSy^thrqngh: the £vine Uefling, by their 
' example and precepts prove healing to minds 
which before could not relifh the things of a 
^ritud. nature, but Kke a fore flx)mach, in- 
capable of proper digeftion, wasuneafy un- 
der fijch : they are alfo often made the i^- 
ftruments of awakening and recovering finr^ 
ncrs from their carelefs and loofe hV^ and 
through their means have not both the vi- 
lible church and ftate been prefervcd from 

♦ See Evelyn's Discourse on Forest Trees. 
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diecay. They Me the fak of the earthy 
Matt. \\ 13. which prefervethewojfldfroift 
deftrudhon ; yet how much are they defpi- 
fed by the men of the worldv though it is 
owing to them the finally impenitent aw 
kept fb libng out of helL See Gen. «nii« 

But whatever healing qualities this tree 
o^ atiy other plant or mineral poflefles, they 
are all: owing to the gteat Phyficia*! Chrift 
Jefus, by whom the worlds w^eremade, Heb. 
i. 2. who for tlw good of mankind created 
them with fucfc virtues ; and howwcr much 
'they as a itiian^ ctyre natural diieaibsi^ and 
the righteous through their example and 
precepts heal fpititnak ; infinitely mor^ 
doth Chrift Je&s, that great phyficion ot 
value^ heal both kinds of diieafes ^ nay^ it 
is only by his divine bfefling Hat all means 
of recorery a>fe made effedbial f and bleflSsfd 
be his moft holy and excclleat name!, thac 
he ftill waiteth without inoncy and . with- 
out pricey to hell aU G^feafed fovH^ thai come 
to him for a cure : and fe^g there is yet 
balm in Gilead and a phyfician there^ 
J^?r yiiif 2Z. may I and evety one Ripply 
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tp'hitn for the recoyery of the health of 
Qur fouls. 

Thel-e ii the fycapaore, which in fummer 
yields a pretty, delightful fliade; but I ve- 
ry; much. difpUte whether it be the tree 
which is called by tJiat name in facred 
fcripture. 

This i^ not vqry much efteemed, that 
appears to have been confiderably valuable ; 
this 'is, barren, that was fruitful, as we fee 
.by the employment that the prophet A-: 
jilos followed before the Lord called hijn to 
thaft l^igh pfRce, fee Ajjjos yii. 14. 

:. Yet little efteemed as this tfee is in coni- 
parifori of m^ny others in the wood, frbm 
it^ 2accheus4ike, we may lee the Lord, 
Lui^e Kxx. 4/ not in his perfon and himian 
i^tutti, but in. his bountiful works of crea- 
tibti,yiho hath fumifhed the world with 
fuch ja variety :tif tre.e$9 herbs, arid flowers, 
notifor the- ul€f only, hut alfo for the plea- 
se of his. reafoiiablfe creature man. 



; But Oh ! how linthankfultis man for all 
the bounties of creation ! inftead of ufing 
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filth for the glory of the Creator^ they are 
too often proftituted to fervc his own pride 
and vanity* 

Pliny and Other naturaUfts la^^ that the 
fruit of the fycamore mentioned in fcrip- 
ture, does not ripen till after it has been 
rubbed with an iron comb ; arid Jerom on 
Amos fays, it cannot be eaten till after thi^ 
be done, it is fo bitter. So man will never 
ripen in the fruits of gratitude till once he 
hath been rubbed ^th the convincing iroii 
comb of the law, and fo made to fee and 
feel how ill deferving 6i ar^ mercy^ and 
hdl deferving he is ; nor will his fruits of 
thankfiilnefs be acceptable ind well-pleafing 
to God, till he be converted from nature to 
grace, and even only then either, in, and 
through Chrift Jefus; 

The Lord's bounty and gbbdnefs is ma-^ 
hifefted much in the works of creatibn^more 
in the works of providence, but inofl: of all 
in the aftoniflung work of redemption. 
*' Blefe the Lord^ O my foul, and forget not 
^* all his benefits,'* was the language 6f that 
royal contemplater of God's works, Pfal* 
tiii. 2. and Ffal. Ixxvii. 12. and ihall it not 

M 



be my kngiiage? Yes, O my fool, blefe tbe 
Lord ^id forget not all his benefits > forget 
not that he made thee out of nothing a rea- 
femable creature at the firft, after his own 
image, Gen* i. 27. and formed for thee, out 
of the duft of the earth,, an ere£t and con- 
venient body ; for the handfomenels of its 
iQiape^ beaaity of its form, and dignity of 
its countenance, far furpaffing all other crea- 
tures on earth, over all which thou waft 
made lord : and that he placed thee not 
in the houfe of the world till once he had 
fiimilhed it with all thiftgs neceflary, con- 
venient, and comfortable for thy accommo- 
d:ation : that thou waft then made perfeft- 
ly holy and happy: forget not alfo that he 
iiot only formed thee in the womb a com- 
plete man in miniature, but preferved thee 
there, and in due time opened it and brought 
thee out fafely ; nourifhed thee on thebreaft, 
and guarded thee from numberlefs acci- 
dents to which thy heedlefs fteps in child- 
hood expoled thee ; guided thee fifely up 
the flippery paths of youth to the fummit 
of matihood ; when wounded, pa:ined, and 
lick, hath often healed thee and r^ftored thy 
health, fupplied thy returning wants,' ^d 
relieved thee out of many Araits,. and con- 



ftantly p^efervetl^ thy beitig i B^t above all^ 
forget not^ that when in Adam thou hadft 
fallen by thine iniquity, and deftroyed thy- 
felf, rebelled agmnfl; God^ cQni«|u^tly^loft 
hi^.image^ aA4 thy holy add happy ^ft?itcj 
and waft beeOHje a flat^^ %o the deyij, vilq 
aiid miferabl^i ohnoi^oufe tx^ the wrath o^ 
Cod and his eternal diipleafure : that tlVsxi^ 
evett theni afto?u(hii|g tQ think ! the Tlwee^ 
bne God nianifefted the jplan devifed from 
iall eveirlafting for thy recoveryi eveb the 
ever-wpnderftil plan of falvation l>y Chrift: 
Jefus« 

Forget not tb theremotefi ageisbFfterni*^ 
ty, tliit the moft High God^ againfl Whom 
thou hadft rebelled, knd ^hqm thbu didfl 
diihojiour, nbt by thy brigi&al:traiafgreffio|i 
bnly^ but Silfo by thy highly aggr4v:»ted aq- 
tual iniquities^ ^nt kis owti Son wh6 iiras) 
agid is Kjiddi equal with hii»felfj Jfikb thp 
worlds to t^c thy natute upbh hina^ to Wc^fc 
but a rightebu&^fs^ and to bejir idl th^ irv^ 
finite writhi or i^quivilent to it^ which thy 
fins jii^ly incurrdl^ in xhy rbeto *fcid itead } 
ihat thouixiightcft be fet free froiri. thd 
feurfe of the broken law^ arid mighteft again 
Mi 
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enjoy the favour of God, and be etemallf 
happy. 

Forget not* that he willingly came ow 
this errandy and hath fully paid thy ranfom : 
believe this, • krid reft wholly on lum for fal- 
vation, aiid thouihalt not to' eternity forget 
this ever amaaing and aftonifhing bene- 
fit whidi he hath conferred upon thee- 

Thene' grow a few beautiful limes, the 
bloflbms of which perfume the air, and in- 
vite the bees to an ample ftore of fweets, 
from which now they go richly loaden to 
their cells. 

- 't'he fliiide of them is alfo ttuly delight- 
ful: — like thefe trees Ihould all thofe who 
' J)rofefs the Chriftian name be ; flill perfum- 
ing the Church, and that part of the world 
whef * they live^ with the fweet favour of a 
meek, holy life and converfation, thaft 
thetfeby they may attrad others to partake 
pf their Iweets ; and that none may go ai- 
rway who come into their fociety, without 
tefceiving fome benefit, unlefs the feult be 
their own. " 
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Their fljade too of protafHon and conx- 
jfort ought to be extended toward all: theif- 
poor brethren. In all this may I a^ an in- 
dividual, according to my fphere, acquij: 
myfelf through life* 

Round this comer of the wood flands^ a 
formidable hedge of mgged thorns, like fo 
many foldiers, all with pointed bayonets^ 
armed cap-a-pee, to refift the invader; n^t 
on the ofFenfive, but all on the defenfive 
they a<a. For this fhould kingdoms arm 
themfelves, and nations wage war ; and ix^ 
this manner as individuals Ihould^very one's 
paflion of xefentment be employed : thus 
war alone is juftifiable, and only then too, 
when in defence of juft rights and privile-- 
ges^ and until iuch times a^ nations and 
individuals arm for this only, we need not 
expedl to fee our fwords beat into plouglj 
ih^es, nor our ipears into pnming hooks, 
Ifa. ii. 4v 

Wheiii a hedge is broken down, the richr 
fcft pafture, »nd moft pleafant nurferi^s are 
in great danger of being deftroyed 5 fo when 
gxi army, which is as a fence around a com- 
i?ionw^^th or kingdom, is much enfeebled 
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and brdk^ ; the conftitutippn, wcj^Ith, ^114 
inhabitants thercrf are greatly in danger, 
of being deftipyed by foreign to4 domef- 
tic cpemies. 

In like manner, when the hedge of 
diftipline arbiind the vineyard of the 
church is not taken care of, but fuffered 
to be broken down, is not the beautiful 
planting therein, even that ddightfal vine, 
Pfal. Ixxx. 8. expofed to the ravages of the 
boar out of the wood, and the wild beaft 
of the field, yen 1 3. even to error and cor- 
ruptiofh, which are more deftriidive than 
thofe would be to a pleafant planting or 
vine? 

Might not Qur ancient refprrners, if they 
were now alive, adopt the language of the 
man of Wifdom with a little variation, and 
fay. We went by the field and vineyard 
of the church, which, owing to the floth-. 
fulnefs of it$ watchmen and keepers, was 
all grown over with thorns, and nettles 
had'cpvertd the face thereof, and the ftone 
wall thereof ;w£is broken doWn, Prov. xxiv. 
30, 3l. quite different it was from the 
beautiful order in which we left it ? 
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Here aroiiift a group of thorns I fee a 
delicate lily fpringing* up. Charxiiing 
flower I thou art deftined to grow in a dif* 
agreeable fituationj fcarcely iFilt thou 
have room to open thy delightful foilage 
for thy rugged neighbours, which, regard- 
lefa of thy beauty or odours, will pierce 
thy bloflbmj sind fcarce will the wind 
blow but thou fhalt find their hard op- 
preifion and fliarp fling : yet though thus 
pierced and opprefFed, thou wilt grow, 
fpread fortl^^ and ^ourifh to perfec^on. 

This puts me in mind of that beautiful 
paflage in the Song pf Solomon^ where the 
fpoufe is compare4 to a lily among thorns^ 
Cant, ii, 2. Thus the chu^rch hath been 
in all ages furrounded by an unneighbour- 
ly and unfriendly woi^ld, which, regard- 
le{s of either her beauty or falutary bene- 
fits; hath oppreiled and pained her fore, 
and driven to retard, by the fierce winds 
of perfecutjon, her growth and fuccefs in 
the world : yet lyonderful ! to the praife 
of free grace, even 0^ her head and huf- 
band (Jhrill Jefus, ii\ t^he midft of this in- 
cumberance, fhe hath been made to grow. 
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bud forth, and bloflfom as the rofe, Ifk, xxxv;, 
I. and Hof. xiv. 5. 

As the bulh bmned and was not con- 
fumed, Exod. iii, 2, fo the fire of perfccu- 
tion hath never been able to deftroy her, 
but fhe hath always remained and grown, 
and fhall grow when that fire ftiall be fi- ^ 
nally extinguifhed. \ 

While I am muling, fome how or other ^ 
thefe thorns have entangled me by my ; 
garments. This reminds me of that mon- ^ 
fter of wickednefs and miracle of grace, 
^ven Manafleh the king of Judah's being 
taken among thorns. Whether thefe were 
thorns literally, pr the thorns of afHidions, 
I fhall not determine ; only whatever they 
were, they were made the mean of catch- 
ing him in his mad race to perdition, and 
of making him flop and confider his ways, , 
Hag. i. 5, 7. which confideration, through 
j^race, was not only made effedlual for flop- - 
ping him in his mad career, but of alfo 
turning him about, and making him run a 
^uite contrary courfe, even the way o:f- 
God^« commands, Pfal. cxix. 32. 
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Thus the royal Pfalmift Hmrelf was once 
caught in the thorns of affliction when 
he was running aftray, arid paade to turn a- 
gain into the paths of the righteous, Pfal. 
cxix. 67. Happy thorns ! happy affli<9tions ! 
when thus blefled for preventing men 
from rgmiing to deftrudion. ' 

But -ah i:, how many are caught in the 
thorns'^of tfflidion, that are never a whit 
the Ijeitered thereby, but pufh forward in 
thdar mad'career ftill. Thefe may be faid 
to be taught with thorns the evil of their 
doings/ but making no improvement of 
their leffon, are only torn thereby, as Gi- 
deon taught the men of Succoth, Judg* 
\Tji. 7, i6\ 

Surely then it is my duty, as well as aU 
others, whenever we are caught in the 
thorns of affliction, to comply with that 
call, to conlider our ways. Hag. i. 5, 7. 
V^hat w^ have been doing, and whither we 
have been going ; what has brought us in-^ 
\o thefe troubles, and wh^t is tjieir h^-^. 
to us ? 
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This is not only to hear the rod, but alu 
£6 him who hath appointed it, Mic. vi. 9* 
If we are grieved for the pain only which 
thefe thorns occaiion, and feek to get rid 
of them without looking duly to the caufe 
that involved us in them, it is a fign 
they are deftitute of that effed which they 
had upon David and JVianafleh. 

The thorns of afSiidion, inflead of being 
acurfe, according to their nature, are now 
made a bleffing to the people of the 
Lord ; and are gracioufly promifed to 
therjx as preventatives from p or fuing their 
idols to their deftruftion ; " Therefore 
*' behold, I will hedge up thy way with 
" thorns, and make a wall that Ihe fhall 
*' not find her paths : And fhe fhall fol- 
" low after her lovers, but fhe fhall not o- 
" vertake them ; and fhe fhall feek thepi, 
** but fhall not find them. Then fhall fhe 
•* fay, I will go and return to my firfl huf- 
" band, for then was it better with me 
** than now," Hof ii. 6, 7. 

But efpecially thefe thorns bring to my 
remembrance that awful event when the 
powers pf earth and hell were let loofe 



againft our ever bleffedLord and Saviour ; 
when a crown of thorns, for pain atwl 
derifion was plaited for hiift, and put o^ 
his all-facred head by the; wicfccd jews 
and Roman foldicrs, whidb^ after they h^i 
mocked hiifpi and fpit in his face, (thgi in-t 
finitely facred and glorious face, before 
which the earth and heawns fly.«tway. 
Rev. XX. II. as uawqarthy to be Ipoked ot\ 
by him ^) they tino^e with a reed, no 
doubt into his facred temples ; meantime 
the blood fprang frofli a thcmfa^nd pores 
while they i^ruck him on the headi Matt. 
xxvii.3i. 

Fie uppn you^ thorns I you fruit of the 
purfed ground, Qen, iii. 17, 18. that gave 
pur Lord fuch excruciating pain ! rather 
fie upon the Jews and foldieys who, contri- 
ved and extecutqd this barbarous tortwre 1 
3ut aboVe all, fie upon my fins, and the 
fins of an cleft world, that were the pro-r 
curing Caufe of all th^t fhanae and pain 
-w^ich our ever blefl^d Lord and Saviouy 
iufFered; thefe conceived the barbaroujj 
torture^ mocked him, fpit in his face, an<^ 
fmote the thorns into hi? teaip^^s. 



. Revenge, revenge, O my foul, all this iji^ 
dignity, craelty, alid pain which thy fins 
occaiioned to thy dear Saviour, on thy fios„ 
by deftroying their life in thee : Yes, O my 
oul, crucify them which crucified thy Lord, 
the Lord of glory, 

' Away with them from thy heart which 
cried,'* away with this man,'' Luke xxiii. 1 8. 
** away with him, away with him, crucify 
him,'* John xix- 15. Rather do it, O Al- 
mighty God, by thy infinite power and 
grace, for it is a tafk too hard for me ; yet 
I am refolved, that through thy grace 
which is fufficient, and ftrength which is 
made perfed in weaknefs, 2 Cor. xii. 9. I 
Ihall mortify fin daily, crucifying the flefli 
with the afFecShons and lufl:s. Gal. v. 24. 
And fliould not I and every one do fo, fee- 
ing that they crucified the Lord of glory ? 
may I fo revenge the death of Chrifl: on the 
life of fin in my foul ! 

And are n^t we bound to do fo in bap- 
tifm, and maiiy of us fince by ou* own vo- 
luntary vows ? and fhould we harbour as 
dear friends in our bdfoms the fl:ern ene^ 
ji^ies of Chrifl ? Should we allow thofe to 
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live in our hearts, that flew our dear Savi-« 
our ? No, whatever others do may I refolve, 
Jofliua-like, to ferve the Lord, Jofli. xxiv; 
15. and to crucify them which cried out, 
^ Crucify him, crucify him," Luke xxiii. 2 1 . 
for till this be done fiilly, they will be pricks 
in my eyes and thorns in my fide. Num. 
xxxiii. 55. and vex me while I dwell in the 
church below. 

As fire devours thorns, fo let the flame 
of divine love to my dear Lord and Saviour, 
who hath done and fuffered fo unfpeakably 
much for me, burii vehemently in my heart, 
and confiime all my fins and lufts ; and 
may God, to- kindle up this fire, flied his 
love abroad in my foul by the power of the 
Holy Ghoft! Rom. v. 5. 

To be fenfible of their evil nature and 
their dreadful confequences, let me often 
take a view of them in the glafs of my 
Lord and Saviour's fufFerings ; and fo thro' 
divine grace, though thefe Canaanites be 
not 931 expelled out of my heart at once, 
yet they fliall by little and little be driven 
out, Exod. xxiiii 30. till at length they be 
clean deftroyed : for fin, like the plague of 
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lepreiy^ has got into the walls of the hatifie 
of our huma2^ frame, and hath fpread o^ 
ver and corrupted our whole nature, and 
though we may and muft through divine 
grace, be continuaUy fcraping and clean- 
ling the houfe, yet fin will never be finally 
ddftroyed, till at length the walls of the 
hoUfe, even of our mortal tabernacle, be 
thrown down by death, Levit. 5dv* 3^ 

— 45- 

As the man that the pticft faw fully co-^ 
vered over with leprofy was to be pronoun^ 
ced clean, Levit* xiii* i3, 13. fo we can 
have little or no hope of ever being pro-^ 
nounced clean by the great high pried of 
our profeffion, Heb. iii. i. till we have 
feen ourfelves, not in part, btjt altogether* 
foul and body, defiled and covered With 
the dreadful leprofy of fin, and have fled 
to him for<:leanfing ; if this be done, we 
may reft alTured God the Fathei* will pro- 
nounce us clean, in and through thejufli- 
fying righteoufnefs of Chrift Jefus the 
great High Priefl, who hath atoned fully 
for all fuch lepers^ 
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^ Let every one of US then, like the le- 
per of old, come to him and fey, *^ Lord, if 
thou wilt, thou canfl make me clean;'' that 
he may fay unto each of us as he faid un* 
to him, "I will, be thou clean,'* M^tt. viii, 
12. for he is as willing to cleanfe us at this 
day from our fins, as he was at that time 
to cleanie the leper, if we behevc in him 
who is able to fave to the utterihoft aU 
them that come to God thro' him, Heb. 
vii^ 25. 'n*y, if we may ufe the expref- 
fion, it is in a manner contrary to his will 
that any fliould perifli ; for eternally blefled 
be his name, he willeth not the death of 
a finner : " Say unto them, as I jiive, 
** faith the Lord God, I havie no plcafure 
" in the death of the wicked, but that the 
** wicked turn from his Vay and live ; 
*' turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways ; 
" for why will ye die, O houfe of Ifrael," 
£zek. xxxiii. ii. 

In my wanderings through tnis pieafant 
^ood, I find through different windings, 
I am got back again to that place where I 
beheld the fpreading bay ; but where is it 
how ? not a trace of it is to be feen: it 
was but a- little ago when its fpreading 
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verdure feemed to promife lading prolj)e* 
rity; but the wood-tnan has been here, 
and for fome caufe or other has not only 
blaflJed its beauty, but removed it root and 
branchy fo that I can fcarcely tell where it 
grew. Juft fo the wicked are reipov^d ac- 
cording to that ftriking defcripti^Qf the 
royal Pfalmift, which I, noticed a^iiStl^ be- 
fore, when I faw this tree growing 14= full 
verdure in this place; " I have feen tbejwic- 
" ked in great power, and fprcEKl&ig Jbitn- 
" felf like a green bay tree : yet5li^l[^fl]^<^ 5^^ 
" away, and lo, he was not ; ye«i,^Xcmgfi%: 
" him, but he could not be faiin^ 
xxxvii. 35, 36 

Nor will a refledion on their 7 If «^*^ 
yield the fmalleft fatisfadion to ^i^Tdijing 
friends or acquaintances ; nay^ agfeaft^ they 
rather force off their thoughts fronv^ coritem^ 
plating fuch a fubjedt. O how needAikheu 
is this ardent wifti to be adopted bjr all U^ 
ving, which we fiild recorded in Mofes's 
fong, thus : " O that they were wife, that 
they underftood this, that they would con-^ 
fider their latter end!" Deut. xxxii. 29, 
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O that the wieked in a day of profperi- 
ty would thus Gonfider their latter end! 
that if they go On in this their evil conrfe, 
notwithliaiiding of all their worldly profpcri- 
ty aiid grandeur^ th6ir end at laft will not 
only fill their fiiehds and acqtudtitances 
with awful reflexions; \mt prove beyond 
defcription dreadful to theinfelveS ; where- 
as the latter end of the righteous aiFords, 
not only pleafant contemlplations to their 
lurviving friends and neighbours ; but fatis- 
fadion, eternal fatisfadion ,to themfelves, 
agreeably to the followitig paflage in that 
beautiful pfalm of contrail of thei righteous 
and the wicked ; ** Mark the pejrfed man, 
** and behold the upright ; for the end of 
** that man is peace," Pfal. xxxvii. 37. 

Again we are told, the memory of the 
wicked fhall rot, Prov- x. 7. that is, prove 
imfavoury to their friends and former ac- 
quaintances, be ais difguftful to theif re- 
fledUpns as rotten ftinking things af e to our 
poflrils, be quite difregardedy and flriven to 
be forgot ; but the memory of the juft is 
blefTed. ^* The rightecAis fhall be in ever- 
** iafling remembrance^'^ Prov. x, 7- PfaL 

N 
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cxii. 6. Their memory^ lik« ^ a goocf 
" name is better than precions ointmeht,*^ 
Ecd. vii.'i J it fpreads a fragfatice aroemd 
where thejr live, yields a delightftil fevour 
after they ai'e dead, and rfife grateftd wlours-* 
of it invite men into the fame pleafant 
paths of rightieaufnefs in which they yralk^ 
cd. Their meraof y may be faid,.in*fomfei 
refped, to be like the name of the Lord;- 
even as ointment poured fbrth^ Cint.'i. 3.' 

There are two trees, to which the rigft-' 
teous arc compared, that are not inhabi- . 
tants of oiir Britifh woods ; but feeing my ' 
contemplations are on fuch delightfiil fal>. 
jeds, they deferve my ferious confideration j 
thofe are that of the palm and the cedar : 
" The righteous fhall flourifli hke the palm- 
-tree, he fhall grow like si cedar in 
" Lebanon," faith the Pfalmill, Pfal. xcii. 
12. 

The firft of thefe trees is faid to be beau- 
tiful, round, and ftraight. So the lives of^ 
the righteous, in fo far as they are con- 
formfed to the didates of infpiration^ are 
beautiful, orderly, and flraight. 
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This tree aifo -maintains its verdure thro' 
all feafo3as of the year, and on its top wears 
a tvrft of fpiring leaves fome feet in length, 
w'hich never fail off. ' At the bottom of 
the leaves grows m friait, called dates in 
ci4fters- 

In lite tnanner, the righteous maintam 
their verdure of hoiinefs through divine 
grace in all.feafons, whether profperous or 
isuiverfe ; thej ftili continue in their pro- 
feflion iof rdigion and Attachment to Chrift ; 
having on ^heir head as an heknet the 
hope of laivation, Eph- vi, 17. and i 
Their, v. 8. whik under the leaves of their 
Chaiftiati' profeffion, the fruit of the Spi- 
rit^ which ** is love, joy, peace, long fof- 
** fering, gentlenefe, goodnefs, faith^'meek- 
" nefs, temperance," grows in clufters, " in 
♦* aU gisiodiiefe, aiid righteoufoefe, and 
^* truth," Gal. v- t22, 23. and Eph. v. 9. 

It is obfcrved of this tree, that it will grow 
though mnach opprefled and borne down. 
Thus did the church iii Egypt ; the more 
they afflided her, the more Ihe multiplied 
aiui grew, Exod. i. 12. and fo will every 
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im€ believer J no oppreflion from tlieif 
enemies (hall prevent their growth in grace j 
and like the cedar, which fprcads wide, and 
grow* very high and ftrong, yields a delight-^ 
ful favour^ i& very durable, and in fome fort 
incorruptible j fo the righteous fpread wide^ 
not only ift their holy profeffion/ but alfo 
in charity, and in all manner of good works,? 
and grow high,-even to perfedion, till they 
all arrive unto a perfed man, unto the 
meafiire of the ftature of the fulnefs o£ 
Ghrifty Eph. iv. t^: and like Abraham, are 
ftrong in faith, giving glory to God, Rom-' 
iv. 20. they endure tothey en;d,fihell like Le-' 
banon, and are bom of incormptible feed*,? 
Matt. X, 22. Hof. xiv. 6. and i Pet. i. 23. 
May I thus flourifh like the palm-tree, and 
grow Hke a cedat in Lebanon- 
There lies at lofty pine/ which the .wind^ 
have overturned by the rqots ; the caufe of 
which is, the ground is rather loofe, andin-> 
clined to mofs where it grew ; whereas, had 
it been rooted in firm ground, it might flill 
have been growing in full verdiure. 

Thus many who profefs Chriliianity^ and 
a ftrdng attachment to the principles of our 
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Jioly proteftant religion ; make a great fhew 
of godlinefs, and apparently bid fair for the 
idngdom of heaven ; but owing to the 
iivinds of adverfity blowing full in thfiir face, 
or the ftrong gales of profperity on their 
back, are overturned and fall away, Luke 
viii. 13. and this is owing to their nor ha- 
ving been rooted and grounded in Chrifl 
Jefus, Eph.^. 17. CoL ii. 7. 

Hear the jiwful confequence of fiich 
^an apoftafy: f^ For it is impoffible for thofe 
f* who were once enlightened, and have 
** tafled of the heavenly gift, and were 
^ made partakers of the Holy Ghoil, and 
^^ have tailed the good word of God, and 
?* the powers of the world to come, if they 
?* fhall fall away, to renew them again unto 
tt repentance ; feeing they crucify to them- 
-^f felves the Son of God afcefti, and put him 
^* to an op^n fibame^'* Beb. vi. 4, 5, 6. 

- But bleiled bp God this is not meant of 
-all falls, for a jioft man falleth feven times^ 
and rifeth up again, Prov, xxiv. 16. *f Tho^ 
>f he fell he fhall not utterly be caft down ; 
c^ for the Lord upholdeth him with his 
^ hand,*' Plal. xxxvii. 24. but of the falling 
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away of thofe who had ahrivcdat fuchlengthsv 
and partaken of fbeh bleflmgs as the apof- 
tle there defciibes : yet bow very cateftiUy 
ought wc to comply with the apoflk's ad? 
monition," ^' .Let him that thinketh • he 
^' ftaoideth, take heed left he M/' . j, Con 

X. 12-. 

Ye therefore, beloved^ feeing ye. know 
thefe things before, beware left ye al- 
fo being led away with the. error of the 
wicked, fall from your own iftedfaftnefs, 

2 Pet, iii. Lj. > ' '. 

What a ravifhing; concert isthfe all on -a 
fudden ftruck up over my heid ? Howithe 
little choiriftcrs warble thebr notes, and ling 
the beauties of fpring ! • 

From the midft of yojidcr flo*ery haw^ 
thotn, the blackbird, chcerin-g his.:insQate 
which he tenderly eyes in the tafk of incu- 
bation by the fide^ of the riH, fiveetlyrpipes 
the fymphohy ; while *the= .woodJart'ahd 
thrufh, as.mafters of the fong, perch: high 
on the bough, and poor forth thieii! pdePr 
leis melody through the groiro. ''. 




These warblers sweety on pinions Hrne^ 

My heart with joy elate ; 
tVbile by the Rill, on yonder Tborn^ 

1^ Blackbird cheers his Mat^% 

To frpnt page x^a 
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jpow 4«lightiul is this p^ac^ I : amid the 
haiTOony o£fpf ay$, the fweet fra^lHug crow-r 
fpot^ and the finiUug ^gr^en ' which ^vjery 
where flufhes, tb^ IpvQly^ cheek of funrow^-p 
ing nature, where is the man who can iu- 
^jJ^ge-jhinofelf. jx\ .paxekflhefs .opf:t)aought ? 
Write that man thoug][itJefs i»deed> imw^or- 
thy of the bldHD^a cf fprmg. . • 

But as for thou, O wy fbuJ, g$ the fap of 
yegitatiou arifcs from the root to the top^ 
improviiag the whole, climb the ladder of 
natiire, contemplate thy God^, fee . his glo- 
ly in all, and his goipd^eis pr(p:fufely fcatterr- 
iid around,. 

If there a fingle plant filent in his praife ? 
Yes, filent they are, but isxpreffiiig infinitcr 
ly more thai) language can ^iwfold. Bea^ 
jQ^ie witnefs of this y^, Jofty p^es, which lift 
your ever verdent |[iead&. to , the iky in hor 
nour of him. 

,. I am here remindjed pf th^ earthly para- 

i^e -when our. firft.f^pr was placed, in the 

. |ielig]titfiil garden, midft tree^ in fuU verdure, 

the fruits of all which, one only excepted, 

he naight freely eat ; while the birds fang 
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melodioufly around, and all creation was 
joy : And minds mfe (till more of tte para- 
dife above, where fbiigs of everlafting prai- 
fes to God and the Lamb ftill refound. 

May I join that happy concert of the re^ 
deemed before the tnroiie, in finging that 
eternally fweet anthem of gratitude, ^* un- 
** to hirti that^ loved us, and wafhed us from 
^^ our fins in his own blood, aiid hath made 
" us kings and priefts unto God and his Fa- 
** ther ; to Turn be i^lory and dbininion for 
*^ ever and ever. Ameri/' Rev. L 5. where 
a pure river of water of life, clear as cryftal, 
proccedeth put of the t:hronq of God and of 
the Lamb : and in the midft of the ftreet of 
the city, and on either fide of the river is there 
the tree of life which bears twelve manner 
of fruits, and yields her fruit every month; 
the leaves of which are for the healing of 
^he nations. Rev. xxii. ^,2. 

Here grow a number of hazels : though 
^hey be but little efteemed in compaiifon 
of moft other trees in the wood, yet are 
there none more fruitful, if indeed any fo 



puch : though they be humble plants, yest 
are they as ufeful in their kind as fome oi» 
ther trees wliich are naore highly .valued. 

Not to fpeaj: of various other ufes they 
jure for, that of hoops for fupportjng ftaves. 
of far more valued wood is none of the 
leafl : and as they hold up the flayes, and 
the ftaves them, thus the one fupporting 
the other forms a complete veflel : ' fo tho^ 
the poor are numerous in Jthe world, and 
but Httle lefteemed in comparifon of th^ 
rich and great ; yet are they, generally 
fpeaking, Jnoft fruitfiil in holinefs and good 
works. 

As hoops of the hazel fuppoyt ftaves of 
efteemed wood ; fo they hold up the rich 
and great in their affluence and dignity, an4 
the rich and great fupport thejn. 

Without thp poor, not only the wealth, 
but the dignity of the great would fooii 
fomt to nought, neither without thefe could 
ihofe fubfift : thus the veflel of human fo- 
ciety is ftill preferved uniformly up. 
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How wi^ly then hath the infimtely wife 
;ajKi good God conmcded and linkod tagp- 
th^ human fociety ! Jxx confidexation of 
this chain of connexion, and how ufefiil the 
.pne is to the other, let npt the poor and 
low dilregard and diAonour th^ rich a^id 
great, nor.thefe ^fpife aiwi ..opprefs the 
»poor. ( , . 

./There is the quick-beam which is iQ 
much iddized by the vulgar as an antidote 
againft >Jidtchcraft&, Greatly besvitchcd in- 
deed thofe are ; not by the de\il at iecon4T 
hand, dealers with familiar joints, but with 
the evil fpirit, the father of lies' himfelf, 
who believe in this lie, and worfhip the 
^creature ni,ofe than the. Creatory . Rom. i. 
35.. and truft in a fenfelefs piece of wood 
more than in the living God. 

Horribly depraved, ftrangely bewitchr 
€dv aad great idolaters fuch certahaly are. 
However Hght and trifling to fome this 
chann may fcemr, it cannot be proved to be 
any thing lefs than idolatrous worfhip : anjd 
fhould we faU: down fo the ftoc)j. of .a tree.? 
Ifa- xliv. 19. 



As the jftock ia 5 4Q<3trme of vamti^, Jer. 
X. 8- fi» ixHrebf this chann is the^fame : how 
4:arefullytheiDi ' ought parents and niaftew 
to'be^" in teaching thi^xx children, wd thpfe 
they have lander them^ both by ex^uo^pl© 
and precept^ ^be evil pf fuch a perniciova 
ccittdudl: ; and to place^j their truft oaiy lA 
the living »God, who h^thfaid, ^..Tljou 
^^fliak'have no other god^ befordi me/' Ex^ 
i(x. 3.. and who 'hath; all pow^r . over devilt 
$iid wicked njen, {o that- they.caiix harnt 
lione of his fervanta' without hi^ fpeci^l per-* 
miffion. 

The de^ii vovi^ rnot toftch Job, bm 
even not enter into a fingle fwine without 
the Lord's particular permiflion. Matt. viii. 
31 • and whenever he withdraws the fiiffer-* 
ance, aot a moment longer can Sat^n ha- 
f afe, tetopt, or hold \m ppfleffion. 

Seeing then the mafter is under fuch re- 
(Iraints, what mull his fervants be ! In full 
belief of this^ that the moft high. God hath 
him and them under hi^ absolute control:! ; 
may I, reg^dlefi of both, perftyere through 
grace in difcharging my duty, tp God and 
inan^ 
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The berries of this tree regale the cheer* 
ilil thruflies, that entertain us with their 
fong through the wionths of fpring and 
fummer, for vhich this tree ought to be 
chiefly valued : Herein the goodnefs of God 
is manifeft, who not pt^y (Supplies in due 
ieafon his rational creature^ but alfo' die 
fowls of the air^ beafts fi{ Jthe earth, 2fnd 
iiflies of the fea, with fiaod convenient for 
them, Pfal. cxlv. 1 5, 16. V The Lord is good 
.** to all, and his tender mercies are oyer all 
V h^s works," Pfal- cxlv. 9. 

The wood-m^n, I perceiye, has pli^intecj 
this grove varioufly 5 fome trees in a moift 
^foil, and others on -a dry ; fome on* an emi-^ 
nence, and others on loV ground ; fome 
expofed to the northern blafts, and otherds 
to the gentle gales pf the fputhj ibme at 
more diftance from one another, and others 
more clofe ; and all according as beft fuits 
with their natures. 

So the Lord, the great Creator of all hath 
planted men in the world in various fitua- 
tions : fome in affluent circumftances, o- 
tiiers in more ftraitened ; fame in eminent 
ilations, fome in low, fome expofeji to thi 
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(harp blails of afSidion, and others atibid 
the fweet gales of prolperity ; feme as it 
were fingly without relatives in compari- 
son of others, and folitary, while others are 
fet in families, Pfal. Ixviii. 6. and thefe in-* 
creafed like a flock, Pfal. cvii. 41. and 
have many friends : and all according a9 
he in his infinite wildom hath feen befli for 
them. 

Had fome df thefe trees which now grow 
in a low and moifty foil, been planted on a 
high and dry fituation, their growth had 
been much marred ; and on the other hand, 
had thofe which now grow in fuch a foil, 
been planted in a low and marihy ground, 
they would not have profpered fo welL 

Juft fo is it with refpeft to men in this 
world ; that fituation in which every man is 
J)laced is cextainly the beft for him. If many 
of the people of the Lord, who are poor in 
this world, had been planted in high and 
opulent circumftances, it is very probable 
tlieir fiilnefs would have made them forget 
God, and thus their profperity have retard- 
ed their growth in religion. 



y 
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If poor believers would properly confider 
tjfeis, through divinie gmce^ it mij^ht be a 
meaos of reconciling them to thofe ftrait- 
eaed fituations in which they are placed in 
thiis life; and would thofe, on dac other 
haiKi, who are placed in exalted ftations, 
fed with the fineft of the wheat, Pfid. Ixxxi* 
16. having abandance of this world's jgoods, 
and flourifhing like a green bay tree, con- 
fider it is from the Lord they have received 
their fialnefs, and to him at laft they nuifl 
give % an account how they have ufed the 
goods he hath entruflied them with, it might 
thro' grace be the happy means of caufing 
them make to themfeives friends of the 
mammon of unrighteoufhefs ; ifo that when 
they fail, they may be received into ever- 
lafling habitations, Luke xvi. 9. 

If this be not done, ail the wealth which 
they poflefs will prove a curfe only, inftead 
e£ a biefling : and what will they do when 
death comes to them with this awfiii mef- 
fage, Give an account [of thy fteward- 
fliip, for thou mayeft be no longer fl:ewar4, 
Liikexvi. 2. 



No doubt this grote was all at firft plant- 
ed from proper fhoots^ yet bow many of ks 
trees are become exosedinglyxrooked^ mif- 
Ihapen and imottyv— This puts me in mind 
of that beautiiid pafikge recorded by* the 
prc^het, whece: the Lord expoftulates with 
his people^ and tells theim he had p];ant6d 
thicma nobie vine, whodiy a right feed^i 
and afloeth this ootrfouMhng qiieJKo 
then art' th0u turned into the degenerate 
plant of a flrange vine imto me ? Jer. ii. 
21. 

Let me fuppofe the quefiion aikcd by the 
great God at myfelf in particular, what an- 
fwer flioukl I give ? WcxaJd it mot certainly 
be this ? Lord, I broke covenant with.diee 
in Adaifr, voluntarily threw off thy yoke 
and fervice for that of Satasn by eating of 
the forbidden fruit, which thou difcharged 
ine to touchy qir t^e, uaaicfcr the awfiil pe-- 
nalty of deWh, Gen. ii. 17- and iii.. 3. and 
thereby fell from reditude, having loft thy 
image, which is tbe^ reafon of my degenter- 
acy and bjeing croaked and thwart to thy 
divine ajid righteous law. But glory to 
God in the higheft ; though man did thus 
degenerate and become the plant of a 
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ftrange vine, in and through the covenant 
of gra;cev ent^rdi into betwixi God the Fa^ 
ther, and G'odthfe Son, in nahifedFtheeleat 
from all eteinityv he is again fet rights 
the effe&s of xvhidi all-gracious doVeWant 
was, that Cod the Son, the Lord JefiiS 
Chrift, in the fuhieiS of time came from 
heaven to eanh, riot to condemn the worid; 
ii^ our guilty fears inight well have fiiggeft^ 
,ed, but to ftilfil the coveiiatat of works 
which vtixi had bafdy vioiaftdd; by yielding 
a perfect obedience t6 the divine law, and 
undergoing the penalty which was d^Aoun- 
ted agaitift man in cdeof his difobedience^' 
and to delifver ihofe for whom' he became 
fiirer^^ from* going down td the pit: Iri 
and through whofe obedierice and all-aton-^ 
ing death, fMkn men aSre not only delivered 
from the cohden^iatory fentence of a bro- 
ken law, but alf6 reftored again to the fa- 
vour and friendfhij^ of God, being united 
to him, who is the true V^ine, by faith. 

Through regeneration the great Huf- 
bandmari ptirgeth them from fin and dead 
works, and maketh them to bring forth 
more fruit,^ John xv. i, 2. fo they grow upi 
as the trees of lign-aloofe which the Lord 
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hath planted, and as eedar trees bftfide thci 
waters, Num. xxiv. 6; 

How much then doth it ebnfeerri the td 
know whether I be broken off from the old 
ftock of Adam, and ingrafted into Chrift 
Jefus the true vine ! And cati there be bet- 
ter marks, or a more certain way ;0f know- 
ing this, than thofe which our Lord Himfelf 
hath given us to judge by ; for he hath 
faid, J8y their fruits ye fhall know them : 
As the branch cannot bear fruit of itfelf 
except it abide in the vine, no more can ye 
except ye abide in me : He that abideth in 
me and I in him, the fame bringeth forth 
much fruit ! Ye are my frieiids if ye do 
whatfoever I command you* Not every 
one that faith unto me. Lord, Lord, fhall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father which i4 
in heaven, Matth. vii* i6* Johti xv. 4, 5^ 
14. Matth. vii. 21. 

Nowif I find thefe marks iti myfelf itis well^ 

but if not, left 1 fhare the fate of that barren 

fig-tree, mentioned in fcripture, let me fly 

to Chrifl Jefus by faith, receiving and reft-» 

O 
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ing upon him alone for falvation as he i* 
offered to me in the gofpel ; that fo being 
united to him who is the true vine, I may 
bring forth fruit that fliall be well pkafing 
to God, ind comfortable to myfelf. 

While I gaze around me I obferve fe- 
veral trees fo fkiifuUy pruned that ijx)t a 
fucker from the roots, nor a fuperfluous 
branch or withered bough on them arc to 
be feen, either to mar their beauty, or re*- 
tard their growth, while many others I 
fee ftaijd negleded, having not only va** 
rious fuckers Ipringing from their roots^but 
alfa covered over with branches which 
provepemiciousto both their comeline^ and 
growth^ and draw off the fap which other- 
wife would nourifh, lengthen, and ftrengthr- 
en their trunks. Juft fo is it with refped 
to i)ae» ; the great Hufbandman pur- 
geth ioHie from the love of the world by 
chaftening them with many lofTes^ crofles^ 
and ftraits in it ; fo that their affedions may 
be fet on thmgs above, not on things on the 
earth, Col. iii. 2. and pruneth them often 
of near and dear relatives, which like fo 
many fuckers from the roots and fiiperflur 
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ous branches fit>iu the trunksTy tend to draw 
their fap of love and affedion off fix>m 
God, and place it upon the creature ; and 
likewife with the (harp knife of ^Hdive 
trials^ cutteth off their fpiritnal pride and 
high mindednefs, and fo maketh them 
humble and lowly, and to grow up to a 
perfeA man^ to the meafore of the ftature 
<rfthe fulnefi of Ghrift, Eph. iv* 13. " For 
** whom the Lord loveth he chafteneth, and 
** fcourgeth every fon whom he receiveth : 
*♦ If ye endure chaftening, God dealeth with 
" you as with fons ; for what fon is he 
** whom the Father chafteneth not ? But if 
^* ye be without chaftifemcnt, whereof all 
^ are partakers, then are. ye baftards, and 
** not fons," Heb. xii. 6 — 8. 

Let me then examine myfelf, whether I 
have' been thus purged and pruned ? and if 
fo, what efFeft fuch have had upon me ? 
Gk)d's end in purging and pruning the 
branches is, that they may bring forth more 
fruit, John xv. 2. 

How careful then ought 1 and every one 
elfe to be, after having been uixder the rod, 
O2 
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to fee that we anfwer the intention of th« 
chaftening, and fliew ourfelves to be men 
of wifdom, and pliable children, by hear- 
ing the rod, smd him that hath appointed 
it^Mic. vi. 9. if fo, inftead of being envious, 
like; the Pfalmift in an unthinking hour, at 
the profperity of the wicked, Pfal. Ixxiii. 3. 
like him, on a proper refledion, we will fee 
fuch to be fet on flippery places, ver. 18. 
and have reafon to blefs God for his chaf- 
tifements, acknowledging that his rod, as 
well as his flaff, comforteth us, Pfal. xxiii. 4:. 

Inftead then of being too much caft 
down^ and grieved on account of the afflic- 
tions and troubles which we meet with in 
a prefent life ; let us blefs God for thefe di- 
ftinguifliing marks of fons, and improve 
them for his glory, knowing well, that thefe 
light afilidions which are but for a moment, 
work out for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. 

Deep in this fequeftered wood, far from 
the hurry and buftle of life, meditation 
maybe amply indulged, and prayer and 
praifes with freedom afcend on the wingjj 



-of faith, to the God of heaven, the bounti- 
ful Creator of all- For thefe end«, woods 
appear to have been at firfl planted by 
the hands of man ; and hence the fa- 
ther of the faithfvd planted a grove. Gen- 
xxi. S3. 

Thefe arbourous temples, when In flril ver- 
dure, cannot fail to call forth the ferioils- 
mind to contemplate that power, wifdom, 
jglory, and goodnefs which not only clothe 
the grafs of the field, but alfo every tree of 
tiie wood ; and lead to adore our boun- 
teous Lord. Then it is, in the figurative 
language of the Pfalmift, that all the trees 
of the wood fing out, 2 Cor. xvi. 33. 

That groves were highly honoured of 
old is evident from both facred and profane 
hiftory; for what elfe was paradife, but a 
delegable arbour and fruitful grove, in- 
terfperfed with fpacious openings, plea- 
fant walks, and beautiful flowers j with 
every thing elfe that could attract the fan- 
cy, improve the mind, promote the hap- 
pineis, or gain the cfleem of the perfedt 
pair. 
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That there grew a multitude of trees is 
evident from thefe fcriptures: Of every 
tree of the garden thou mayeft freely eat ; 
but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, thou Ihalt not eat of it. And the 
woman faid unto the ferpent, we may eat 
of the fruit of the trees of the garden. 
And Adam and his wife hid themfelves 
from the prefence of the Lord God among 
the trees of the garden, Gen. ii. i6, 17. 
iii. 2, 8* 

And did not Abraham entertain his 
heavenly guefts under the fhade of a tree ? 
Gen. xviii.4. — 9. And the angel of the Lord 
appeared to his fervant Mofes in a flame of 
fire, out of the mldft of a bufli, Exod. iii, 2, 
Nay^ Jehovah himfelf condefcended to call 
unto Mofes out of the midft of a bufh, 
Exod, iii. 4. and be is faid to have dwelt 
in the bufh, Deut. xxxiii. 1 6. And in the 
feaft of tabernacles were not the Ifraelites 
commanded to take the boughs of goodly 
trees, and branches of palm trees, and the 
boughs of thick trees, and willows of the 
brook, and to rejoice before the Lord 
their God feven days, and to dwell in 
booths feven days; that their generations 
might know, that the Lord made the cbil* 
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drcu of Ifrael to dweli in booths when he 
brought them out of the land of Egypt, 
Lev. xxiii. 40, 42, 43. 

. And, when our Lord was riding in 
triumph into Jerufalem, branches were 
cut down from the trees, and llrewed in 
the way, in token of high refped to him. 
Matt, xxi, 8* 

Not to mention the tabernacle, mercy- ' 
. feat, and the adorning of the temple, 
in all which woods were highly ho- 
noured, is it not by them we corref- 
: pond with the different nations of the 
world ? For what are our fhips but invertr 
ed woods ? and has it not been through 
their means that the gofpel hath been car- 
ried to all the kingdoms of the earth ? As 
an echo refounds through the wood, fo 
through thefe means the glad tidings -of 
great joy, which began firft to be proelaim-- 
ed in Jerufalem, have refounded through 
all the world- 

And was it not upon wood our ever* 

•bleffed Lord and Saviour offered himfelf 

an expiatory facrifice for our fins ? Let us 
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then blefs God for the bounties of crea-^ 
tion, and for making woods to be fuch a 
bleffing to man. 

As woods have thus tended to the propa-« 
gation of religion, they have alfo been made 
the me^s of punifhing the wicked : Wit-r 
nefs that from which the two fhe-bears if-r 
fued, which tare the fprty and two childreu 
that impioufly mocked the prophet, 2 Kin, 
ii. 23^ 24. And that wood through which 
the rebellious Abfalom rode, where the oak 
caught him by the head, and flifpended 
him between the heaven and the earth, as 
a monument of divine indignation, and un-r 
worthy of a place in eitl>er, till Joab came, 
and thruft him through with his darts ; and 
many a rebel befides, that day the wooddcr. 
voured, 2 Sam. xviii. 7— 15. 

Hence we fee, that the moft High who ru- 
Jcth over all can make the bleflings of crea- 
tion prove a curfe to the wicked. When- 
pvtT I fee an arbour, behold a bufh, green 
branches pf trees, or fpecious woods ; piay 
they bring thefe memorable things to my 
remembrance; and may I think on fuch« 
?^nd improve them as I ought ! 



A WOOD. 209 

True, indeed, groves have been much a- 
bufed to fuperftition and idolatrous worfhip^ 
for which they have often been cut down^ 
and burned with fire, in order that the de- 
luded votaries thereof ipight be deprived of 
fuch opportunities, for celebrating their ido- 
latrous worfhip, and ^ a teftiniony againfl; 
idolatry 

Groves of themfelves ixaturally tend to 
ftrike the mind with a kind of folenm awe, 
and fit the wanderer through their fecret re- 
ceiles for deep and ferious meditation. It was 
when fitting under the Ihade of a tree that 
§t Auguftine was converted : and I cannot 
doubt but many thpuiands elfe have either 
been cojiverted, or at leaft much improved 
with refpeft to their fpiritual intereft, by 
retiring into groves for the purpofes of me-^ 
ditation and prayer. 

Then, while many are engaged in vain 
purfuits, trifling amufements, idle and fro- 
thy converfation, the talk be mine, fre-» 
quently to retire from the hurry and buftle 
of life among the fhades, to contemplate 
fhe glorious perfedhonspf the Author of my 
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being, and what kind of a creature I am 
Uiyfelf, for what end f was fent into the 
worid^ how I am anfwering that end, how I 
fliall die, and where I fliall take up my e- 
temal abode : Thus frequently employing 
my time, through grace I Ihall become 
v^et and better, fitter to live and fitter to 
die. 

Perhaps to this place fome of the an-^ 
cient druids of our ifland often retired, 
far the purpofe of worfhipping their ima- 
ginary deities ; and fhall I in dbefe recefles 
fiurget to adore the true God, who hath 
manifisfted his exceeding abundant loving 
kindnefs towards man, not only in the 
works of creation and providence, but a- 
bpve all in his work of redemption ; as 
our Lord faid in another cafe, ** If thefe 
** fhould hold their peace, the ftones would 
** immediately cry out," Luke xix. 40, So 
if I negleft to celebrate his goodnefs, the 
very trees by their ch^rful, folemn ap- 
peataBce would put me to fhame,. and the 
birds fU^ron their branches fingt>ut my in- 
grafiftwie, while they praife him after their 
biadt: ' ' . 
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It was when I&ac was going* into the 
field to meditate, he met with the beauti*- 
ful and comfortable Rebecca : fo in the 
field of meditation we fee the beanty , and 
meet with the comfort of hblinefs- My medi- 
tation of him fhall be fwect, faith the fwefet 
finger of Ifrael, PfaL civ. 34, And I will 
meditate of all thy works, Pfal-lxxvii. 12. 

Among all the various fubjeds of medi- 
tation which ofier themfelves^to our minds, 
that of plants is none of the leaft; and a- 
mong all the varieties of vegitation, none 
clairas our attention more than the pro^ 
dudion of trees. 

That large fpreading oak, tall chefnut, 
lofty pine, and majeftic fir which I now 
behold, were all produced, beautiful and 
huge as they are, each from a. rudiment, 
the thoufandth part of which the moft a** 
cute botanift cannot defcribe : This firft 
principle, £hut up as it were in prifon, or 
rather caftle, remained in the maft defend-^ 
ed from the winds, guarded from the birds 
and the injuries of infeds, until the foil 
time, wl^n nature broke open its pxifon^ 
delivered it from confinement, and cam-* 
mitted it to the teeming earth, where it 
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was turned into mucus, or rather rotten- 
nefs, and fo exceedingly fmall and light, 
that a iingle ant could have borne it to its 
cell : Yet, how aftonifliing is it ! from this 
finall particle, and that even itfelf reduced to 
a ftatc of rottennefs^ fuch ftupendous tre» 
ihould arilb ! 

Juft fo is it with refpeft to man, who 
from a mere embryo, in conception, is 
formed a man in miniatiu-e, or rather, as 
tJte Pfelmift beautifully exprefles it,curiouf- 
ly wrought in the loweft parts of the earth : 
Thine eyes, faith he, did fee my fubflance, 
yet being imperfeft ; and in thy book all 
my members were written, which in con- 
tinuance were fafhioned, when as yet there 
was none of them, Pfal. cxxxix. 15, 16- 

And as the moft acute philofopher can- 
BOt defcribe how a tree in its firft princi- 
ple proceedcth to vegetation in the earth, 
fo none can tell how the bones do grow in 
the womb of her that is with child, Eccl. 
xi. 5. 'At length from his dark concealed 
non-thinking date, man is brought forth an 
in&nt of days, and in a few years arrives 
l^o manhood^ with all the members of the 
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"body in fidl vigotir, together with all the fa- 
culties of a rational foul ; the nobleft and 
bell of all God's works below. 

, Then what comparifon is there betwixt 
the embryo in conception, and the full 
grown man ? The thoughts of this^ or con- 
fiderations fimilar, made the Pfalmift break 
forth in this anthem, " I will praife thee, 
" for I am fearfully and wonderfully made : 
" marvellous are thy works, and that my 
" foul knoweth right well," Pfal. cxxxix. 

Let me then join with the Iweet finger 
of Ifrael in thus praifing the Lord, not for 
the make of my body only, but alfo for the 
formation of my foul, which is no lefs won- 
derful : and feeing I am taught more than 
the beafts of the earth, and made wifer 
than the fowls of heaven. Job xxxv. 11. 
may I improve thefe talents to his honour 
and glory, for which end they were be- 
flowed upon me, and for whofe glory I was 
created. 

"But wonderful as the generation, forma- 
tion, ajid growth of man is, no lefs fo will 
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the rearing up of his frame be in a future 
ilate, when in the morning of the refurrec- 
tion every atom of his dull, whether in the 
land, air, or fea, incorporated with reptiles, 
beafls, fowls, or fiihes, fhall meet together 
at the appointed place, and build the man 
immortal 

Then when corruption (hall inherit in- 
corruption, and this mortal fhall have put 
on immortality, and that faying which is 
written is come to pafs, Death ihali be 
fwallowed up in vidory ; and the vile bo* 
dy of the righteous fafhioned like imto 
Chrifl's glorious body, i Gor. xv. 53, 54, 
Phil. iii. 21. 

What comparifon is thcfe between 
the ftench of putrid carcafes; rotten 
bones and ikulls, and bodies thus form* 
ed ? The thoughts of which glorious 
change ought to comfort relatives, when 
laying their deceafed friends in the 
tomb ; and efpecially when we coa- 
fider that our Lord fandlified and chsuctged 
the grave from a gloomy prifon to a bed 
of reft, by his having lain thete. 
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How many and various are the leaves 
with which the trees are now adorned ! 
fome broad, others narrow, round, oval, 
multangular, and triangular fhaped ; fome 
crifped, others indented ; delicately varie- 
gated; fmooth and rough ; fome hard 
and fli£f, while others are foft and plia« 
ble. 

Nor is this clothing of the woods only 
for ornament, but alfo for ufe ; both for 
preferving and nourilhing the trees and 
their fruits : for as the roots colled the 
juices of the earth, fo thefe the dews of 
heaven, whereby not only the beauty, but 
alfo the ftature and growth of the trees arc 
promoted. 

m 

And though thefe leaves are hung ea 
the trees by very flender ftalks, and yield 
at the fmalleft breath of wind that mur- 
murs through the grove, and one might 
think they would drop off every moment, 
yet how furprifing is it they are made to 
withfland the moft furious attacks of the 
florm, and maintain their ibation by a 
clofe adherence to their twigs, tijl the 
God of. nature who fixed them there bid 
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them fall off! In like manner, the leaves 
of a Chriftian profcffion, in fome refpsds 
with men, are very different ; fome have 
a broad and flaming profeflion, which at- 
tracts the notice of all aromxd them ; others 
are not fo confpicuous in theirs : but fince 
^ood principles are as neceflary to the be- 
ing of a Chriftian, as roots to the tree ; 
lb a good profeflion is as ornamental and 
neceflary to the one, as leaves are to 
the other; though without the fruit of 
a holy pr?i6tice, fuch leaves will fervc 
no other end than thofe did, which 
adorned that fig-tree which our Lord faw 
in the way, Matth. xxi. 19. and no doubt 
upon it were very plentiful, and attraded 
his notice, and made him to examine it 
the more narrowly for fruit, but finding 
none he curfed it : ah awful warning to all 
thofe who maintain a fair profeffion, but 
are deflitute of the fruits of holinefs ! Not 
every one that faith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
fhali enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
faith our bleffed Saviour ; but he that doth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven^ 
Matt. vii. 21. 
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As the heart, rind, bark^ and fibres 9te 

all xxeceflary to the growth an4 ptofperity 

of a tree ; fo bloody bones^ flefh^ ahd fkiiii 

are all abfolutely neceflary to conftittite the 

humatx body " Thou haft clothed tne 

** with (kin and fldh^ faith Job, an4 feftced 

** me with b^nes and iinews," Job x; u .^ 

In like manner, fiiith» knowledge^ found 

principles and holinefs, as nceeflarijy eon^ 

ftitute the new creature : and as without 

the hearty rind, bark, and fibres^ or any 

oi^ of thefe, the tree could not grow and 

profper: nor without blood, bones, flefti^ 

finews, and fldn^ ot any o»e pf thexn, could 

the human frame fuMft ; fo wholly defti-* 

tute of all, or any one of thofe conftituent 

ports of the new creature, no nlan need flat - 

ter himfeif he is created in Chrift JefuS, 

Eph. ii. 10. or have on the new man, 

which after God is created in righteoufiiefs 

and true holinefs, Eph» iv. 24. or have any 

expedation of falvation fo long as this is 

the cafe ; for without faith it is impoflibl* 

to pleafe God, Heb. xi. 6. For it is a people 

of no underftanding, faith the jprophet^ 

therefore he that made them will not have 

mercy on th^m, and he that formed them 

will fliew them no favour, Ifa* xxvii^ 11. 

P 
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My people arc deftroyed for lack of know-- 
ledge, faith the Lord, Hof iv. 6. Ye have 
need that one teach you again Which be* 
the firft principles of the oracles of God, 
Heb. V. 12. He layeth up found wifdorat 
fi)r the righteous : a found heast is the life 
oftheflefli. Hold faft the form of found 
words. Rebuke them fliarply, that they 
may bq found in the faith, !^ak thou the 
things that become found dodrine, Prov.- 
ii. 7. xiv. 30. 2f Tim. i. 13. Tit. i. 13. ii. i. 
^ To the law and to the teftimony, if they 
** fpeak not according to this word, it is be- 
** caufe there is no Ught in them," Ifa. viii. 
20. " The new man after God is created in 
** righteoufnefs and true holinefs,'' Eph. iv. 
24. And without hoUnefs no man fhall fee 
the Lord, Heb. xii. 1 4, 

How careful then ought I and every one 
elfe to be, in escamining whether we have 
faving faith, knowledge, found principles^ 
Ind holinefs ? and which of thefe we find 
curfelves moft deficient in, that let us cul- 
tivate more and more. 

This Wood is a recepticle for both clean 
and unclean animals : fome ferocious, and 
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t)thefe gentle, and the latter ate ofteti dc*»' 
voured by the former. Juft fo is this worlds 
a habitation for both bad and good men : 
and as Ph^adh's lean and ill favoiu$dkine 
ate up the well favoured and fat kine^Gen. 
xli. 5, 4. fo thofe ill-favoxired^ and hell fa- 
vouried, eat up thefe that are the favdurites 
of heaven, Pfal. xiv; 4. and this is permitted 
by the wife orderer of all things^ for the 
beft of reaibns : but it fhall not always be 
fb ; for the tables fhall foon be changed ; 
*' Like fheep they are laid in the graven 
** death fhall feed on them, and the upright 
*' (hall have dominion over them in the 
^* miorning^" Pfal; xlix. 14. 

As beafls of the foreft cbme forth in the 
night to hunt for their prey, but no fooner 
is the fun up, than they gather themfelves to- 
gethef J and lay them down in their dens, 
then man goeth td his labour^ Pfal. eiv. 
20-^-23. and the traveller may proceed on 
in his journey with fafety : So the wicked^ 
who are compared to lions^ Pfal. Ivii, 4; 
harafs and devour the . righteous in this 
fhort mortal life, which is but as a night 
or a dream of the night, or rather no* 
thing, in comparifon of that endlefs day 
iP2 
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^hich the righteous fliall enjoy in a futu» 
ftate. • • 

In that mornings big with the greateft 
of eiifents^ even that decifive morning of 
the refurrefhon, when the Sun of righteouf- 
nefsfhallyto the unfpcakable joy and com- 
fort of his people, be feen coming in the 
clouds of heaven with power and great glo- 
ry: then incteed fliall the righteous have 
power over the wicked, and thefe lions fhall 
be gathered together, and made to lie down 
in the infernal den of utter darknefs, eter- 
nal mifery and woe. Then will the righ- 
teous rejoice with joy unfpeakabje and fiili 
of glory ; there being nothing to hurt or 
deftroy in all G6d*s holy mountain, Jfa. 
xi. 9. 

What pitiful Ihrieks are thefe which I 
hear J O, I perceive it is a hawk which has 
feized on a feeble wren, and is bearing it off 
in his claws, and the poor little creature can 
do nothing but cry. • 

Well done, lucky fliot ! A fowler juft now 
pafling through yonder glade has obferved 
and {hot the hawk ; and I cannot help be- 
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ang fomewhat glad at the circumftance ; 
though, poor creature, it was only acting a- 
greeably to the law of nature, yet I could 
not help feeling very much for the little ' 
captive it had feized- 

This circumftance puts me in mind, that 
however much the wicked may opprefs and 
tyrannize over the people of the Lord, and 
thofe that are poor in this world, and tho* 
thefe poor opprefled can do nothing but 
cry ; yet their cries fliall enter into the ears 
of the Lord of Sabaoth, Jam. v. 4. who will 
arife for the oppreflion of the poor, and the 
fighing of the needy, and fet them in fafe- 
ty from their oppreflbrs, Pfal. xii. 5. for the 
Lord is the avenger of all fuch, i ThefT. 
iv. 6. 

The wicked may take their time in fin- 
ning and opprefling the poor and the needy ; 
but the Lord will take his time in punilh- 
ing them for their iniquity and cruelty; 
^' Vengeance is mine, I will repay, faith y 
^^ the Lord," Rom. xii. 19. ' 
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A BROOK. 



THIS^large brook dircdHy in my way; 
without eithei' bridge or boat over it, 
puts me in mind of that recorded Pfal. cxT. 
7. of which our Lord is faid to dt4nk. 

Whatever be the true interpretation of 
that paflage I fhall not determine ; but one 
thing is clear, the brook of God*s infinite 
wrath ran in the way of man^s falvation, 
fo that none of the fons of Adam could e- 
ver have got to heaven : nay, like Jordan, 
k overflowed all its banks, Jof. iii. 15. and 



would have fwept down a whole guilty 
world intq the dead fea of eternal vei^-^ 
geance, had not the Hi^h Prieft of o\ir pro- 
feifipn waded therein, and drunk it up, 
and fo made a fafe way for the ranfomed 
of the LorcJ from this wildernefs ftjite to 
the heavenly Canaan. 

How then ought all the redeemed to ce- 
lebrate the praifes of the Redeemer ! who 
lather than they who had bafely rebelled 
againft God, and' forfeited their title to e-: 
ternal happinefs, ftiould bear the infinite 
wrath of Almighty Qod^ pftly due to them 
on account of their fins, bare it himfelf j 
himfelf who was in the form of God, and 
tho-Ught it, not robbery to be equal with 
God;, n^y^t who was God, and one with 
the.F»t;hBr^ Phil. ii. 6. John i. i. x. 30. for 
thofe. that were his avowed enemies' to the 
afloriiftiment of all in heaven and all inearth; 
nor will that aftpnifhrnent end throughout 
all eterpity, b^t more and more increafe. 

• Say, O my foul, was ever iove like this ? 
Q the breadthy ^mi lengthy and depth, and 
height of the love of God^ it paficth know-: 
l^dge, Eph. iii. 18^ 19. . Jonathan's love %a 
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David was wonderful, palBng the love of 
women, 2 Sam. I. 26. but Chtift's loyt t6 
his people pafleth not only the love, but 
the comprehenfion of the higheft feraph 
in heaven : it is an ocean without brim or 
bottom, end, or fhore, in which the faints 
will fwim through all eternity, crying, Un- 
to him that loved us, and wafhed us froin 
our. fins in his own blood, and hath liiade 
us kings and priefts unto Ood and his Fa- 
ther ; to him be glory and dominioft for e-^ 
ver and ever. Amen, Rev, i, 5, 6, - 

As the ocean of redeeiAing love is infinite-* 
}y great ; f6 no lefs boundl^fs is that of the 
v^rrath of Almighty God, which raged and 
was tempeftuous againft all the fons of A- 
dam, and was feady to fwallow them 
down into its bottomlefs gulf; but for ever 
blefled be our Lord atid Saviour, who Jo- 
nah-like faid unto his Father, Take me up 
and caft me into this ocean, fo fliall it be 
calm to all my eleft. This infinitely wtm^ 
derful fubftitute the Father wilKngly Ac- 
cepted of; fo he was caft into the fea of 
infinite wtath, and like his type was in the 
belly of hell for his tleG^ ahd forfeken of 
ppd, Jon. i. 1 2. ii 2. M^tt. xxvii. 46. Jon, ii. 
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'4* and as it were cafl out of his fight for a, 
jtipie, that his people might enjoy the favoiur 
and light of God's countenance for ever in 
he^i^ven. 

. ;l?lws he dried up that fea, and drank off that 
bfDok^, and fo made a fafe way for all his ran- 
fQialied'Ones to come to Zion, Ifar. U. lo, 1 1. 
But as the Red Sea was only dried upfor Ilrael, 
and none bpt they who had an intereft in 
Mofes as their leader could venture fafely 
thereift:; fo thp Egyptians who prefumptu- 
oufly went in after Ifrael were all totally 
035erwhelmed in it : In Uke manner, the fea 
of It^finite wrath is only dried up for the fpi- 
fitvial Ifrael ; but all thofe who have not an 
intereft in Chrift Jefus as their Saviour and 
atoneiDj&nt, who venture on the general 
mercy of God, will find themfelveS over- 
whelmed in that ocean of infinite wrath ; 
j, 

for God out of Chrift is a confiiming fire, 
Deup iv. 24. N^either is there falvation in 
any other ; for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby 
y^e muft be , faved, Ads iv. i a. And how 
ihpJiV'We efcape if we negledfo great falva- 
tion, ^leb, ii. 4. Great indeed beyqnd the 
90iv?eption of men or angels | 
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Juftice and mercy are both attributes of 
God ; and mercy will never be ihewm at 
the expence of juftice. Man hath finned, 
and juftice muft be fatisfied either in his 
own perfon, or by another in his room- 

If man (hould attempt to do this^himfelfj 
he would eternally perifh, iti latisfying that, 
which through eternity he ftiall never be 
able to do ; (pay that thou oweft would flill 
be the unalterable claim of law and juftice). 
Yes, for it is a tafk infinitely too hard for 
men or angels : none ot them can by any 
means redeem his brother, nor give to God 
J a ranfom for him, Pfal. xlix, 7, 

What then miift be done ? Shall ail the 
fons of Adam everlaftingly perifh ? No ^ 
bleflTed, and for ever blefled be the Lord 
our God, who in his infinitely wonderfiil, 
aftoniftiing, arid unfpeakable love and free 
mercy, hath provided a furety every way 
fufficient to anfwer the demands of law and 
juftice, evda no lefs a perfon than his own 
eternal, only begotten, and welUbeloved Son, 
•one in eflence with himfelf ; for all fuch and 
only for fuch who ;lhould believe in him j 
j^f for God fo loved the world that he gave hisf 
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^ only begotten Son, that whofoever belie-. 
^^'veth in him fhould not perifh, but have 
** everlafting life/' John iii. i6- 

Doth it then follow, that God will not 
fhew mercy to any of the fons of Adam, un- 
Icls in and through an atonement ?. And if 
fo, as certainly it is, how comes it then that 
the wicked who have no intereft in Chrift 
as their Saviour, receive mercies, and even 
many comforts in this life ? for that they do 
is evident both from fcripture and daily ob- 
fervation ? PfaL cxlv. 9. Ixxiii, j — 15. 

True indeed^ God will extend mercy to 
none 0/ the children of men but in and 
through Chrift Jefus, and thoug;h the wick- 
ed have no ipecial intereft in him as their 
mecfiator, yet they have as their Creator, 
and in the ftifficiency of his merits to fave 
them if they would believe ; for God is 
called the Saviour of all men, efpecially of 
thofe that believe, i Tim-iv. 10. hence the 
wicked for a time are ftilpended out of the 
pit of nrifery, that their rejedion of a Sa- 
Viouf, and of the ofiers of mercy, may be 
clearly feen to be of themfelves, and God 
inay be juiftified in their own confcienc^s 



Swrlien he judgeth them, Pfiil. li. 4. Ye will 
not comeunto me thatyemay havelife, faith 
our everbleflfedLord, John v. 40. And again, 
How often woiild I have gathered thy chil- 
dren together, even as a hen gathereth^her 
chickens under her wingSy and ye would 
not ? Matth. xxiii. 37. 

To will to come to Chrift and be faved is a 
work of God's free grace, which Chrift hath 
merited for his people ; but not to will tocome 
to Chrift and be faved, is wholly owing to the 
wicked themfelves, and for which they (hall 
be condemned : ^^ i^ecaufe I have calloi, 
** and ye refilled," laith the Lord, ** I have 
^^ ftretched out my hand, and na man 
^* regarded ; but ye have fet at nought all 
" my counfel, and would none of my re- 
" proof: I alfo will laugh at your calamity, 
*M will mock when your fear cometh; 
" when your fear cometh as defolation, and 
** your deftrudion coineth a^ a whirl- 
" wind ; when diftrefs and anguifh com- 
*^ eth upon you. Then fhall they call 
." upon me, but I will not anfwer ; they 
^* fliall feek me early, but they fhall not 
^ find me, for that they hated know- 
** ledge, and did not choofe the fear of the 
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" Lord ; they would none of my counfel^ 
" they defpifed all my reproof: Therefore 
*' (hall they eat of the fruit of their own 
** way, and be filled with their own de- 
"vices," Prov. i. 24 — 31. And again, 
" He that believeth not fliall be damned," 
JMarkxvi. 16. 

All the mercies which the wicked are 
privileged with on this fide of time will on- 
ly tend to their greater condemnation, be- 
caufe they do not improve them. Many 
waters, we are told in fcripture, caliriot 
quench love ; neither can the floods drown it^ 
Caiit. viii. 7. This Was perfe6tty verified in 
the cafe of our bleflied Lord and Savioui; ; 
for though from all eternity he forefaw 
what our ranfom would 'coll him, he will* 
ingly and cheerfiilly undertook our redemp-- 
tion. The many waters of deep abafement 
which he faw he muft wade through in his 
human nature could not quench his love 
to his eled : neither could the great floods 
of perfecution from men and devils, which 
ran with an impetuous current over him, 
from his cradle to his grave, drowil it : no, 
nor yet the flood of Gcd's infinite twath, 
though it overwhelmed his foul, and cafl 
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kim down to the ground in an agony and 
bloody fweat, Luke xxii. 44. drown his love, 
or in the leaft abate it to thofe for whom 
he fufFered : nor all the floods of refiftance 
and backfliding which he forefaw his own^ 
even thofe for whom he died, would be 
guilty of. 

Amazing love ! love without a parallel ! 
Was ever love equal to this? Blefs the 
Lord, O my foul, and forget not all his be- 
nefits, Pfal., ciii* 2. Seeing that thofe ma- 
ny waters could not quench his love, nor 
thefe mighty floods drown it ; (hall the 
fmall flreams, either of adverfity or profpe- 
rity that I meet with in a prefent life, quench 
my love to him who is the only lovely ob- 
je6t in heaven or earth ? Forbid it, O God; 
but grant that my love may bum to him 
with an encreafing ardour, until at length 
it be perfeded in heaven in beholding his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father, fuU of grace and truth, John 
i- 14. 

This brook alfo brings to my memo- 
ry that over which Jacob fent his cattle, 
goods, wives, children, and all that he had ; 
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but remained himfelf there by tli^e fide of 
it that nightj in which there wreftled a 
man with him untiJ the breakiiig of. the 
day, who faid unto Jacob, Let me go for 
the day breaketh ; but he faid unto him, I 
will not let thee go except thou Uefs me,, 
Gen. xxxii. 22, 23, 24, 26. 

Noble refolution ! O Jacob ! may I imi- 
tate thee in thus wreftUng with the Angel 
of the covenant by prayer. Ikying unto 
God, I will not through grage ce.afe to im- 
plore thy mercy and forgivenefs for ^U my 
fin$, not becaufe of any worthinefs in me j 
no, for r am utterly unworthy of any tiling 
but thy infinite wrath; but only for the 
fake of thy Son, my dear Saviour, who 
drank fidly of that brook which ran in the 
way of my falvation ; even bare all that in- 
finite wrath which my fins juftly deferved^ 
in my {lead- 

What Jacob once refolved, through 
grace, fo do I, even not to let thee go ex- 
cept-thou blefs me ; for my Lord hath me- 
rited iklvation for me, and hath encoura- 
ged me to wreftle with thee in prayer, by 
the example, of the unjuft judge, Luke xviii. 
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fi^ — 8. and hath alfo promifed, faying^ Afk, 
and it fhall be given you ; feek, and ye 
Ihall find ; knock, and it fliall be opened un- 
to youj Matth; viii 7. 

With fuch wreftlings God is well plea- 
fed ; Caufe me to hear, thy voice, faith 
Chrift to the fpoufe> Canti viii. 13. They 
that make mention of the Lord are com- 
manded, faying, *^ Keep not filcnce, and 
" give him no reft, till Re eftablifh, and till 
*' he make Jerufalem apraifeinthe earth," 
Ifa. Ixii. 6, 7. And our. Lord hafh faid, 
." ftrive to enter -in at the ftrait gate," Luke 
xiii. 24. and told us likewife, that ** the king- 
dom, of heaven fufFereth violence, and the 
violent take it by force," Matt. ;xi. i2; 

But as Jacob neither wreftled nor prevailed 
by his own ftrength, but thro' the grace and 
ftrength of him with whom he wreftled ; fo let 
us bewareofeverwreftlingwithGodby pray- 
er in our own ftrength, or depending upon 
any thing in or about ourfelves for accep- 
tance, knowing well, that it is only through 
the agency of the Holy Ghoft, and the all- 
prevailing merits and intefceffion of Chrift 
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Jefus, our prayers can find acceptance 
with a juft and holy God. 

With what propriety prayeif may be 
termed ii wreftling with God is befl known 
in the true Chriftian*& own experience : for 
although at fome times he may pray wkh 
joy, and like a (hip in a calm, caft the an* 
chor of faith with cafe, yet at others h€ is 
fo dreadfully tolled with Satan's tempta- 
tions, under the heavy clouds of defertion 
when God withdraws from him the light 
of his countenance, that he is ready to fink 
in thefe deep waters ; then it is, in the lan- 
guage of a certain godly minifter^ the fou!»/ 
as it were, makes dcfperate cflforts to be- 
lieve, laying with Jacob, I wiH not let thee 
go^ except thou blefs me : and with Job, 
though he flay me, I will truft in him, 
Gen.xxxii. 26. Job xiiiv 15. 

But were Jacob and Job the only per- 
fons who thus wreftfed ? No, fiich atfo were 
Mofes, Samuel, David, Heman, Elias, Ha- 
zekiah,, Nchcmiah, and Daniel, wkh many 
more on facred record, who all prevailed ; and 
£0 fhall we, if like them, inftant in prayer, we 
wreftie with God through faith in Chrift ; for 



Ibc faid nbt tintb the feed of Jaedb^ Seek ye 
mc hi vairt, Ifa. xlv; 19* And oar Lord 
hath told us^ that God^ will avenge Ms own- 
ekdl^ who cry unto him^ day atid nighty 
Luke xviiii 7^ 8. And the wysd Pfalmift^ 
for ©nr encoulragement hath left his oww 
fweet experience on record, faying, ** I 
*^ waited patiently for the Lord^ and he 
*' inclitied unto me, attid beard my cry j he 
^ brought me up alfo out of an horrible pit^ 
*' out of the miry claiyy ^nd- fet tny feet up- 
** on a- i^ock) anid eftabhfhed- my gmngs : 
^' andf he hatlh^ut a mew fong in ihy inoutb^ 
*' even praife unto^ our. God/* Pfelm 3dk 

Mdtjiinks ndW this queftion hi^iy ne* 
ceflary for iJuj t^ put to ourfdves t Do we 
4ieferve the charadfer of wrcftkrs with God ?. 
if fo, what arc the roark^ (em* evidences 

thereof:* 

Firft, 1/ We are iueh wteillcrs^ fuch wreft^ 
. lings will make us, humble ; for as the Lord^ 
no doubt to keep Jacob fb, touched the 
hollow of luis thigh, and put it out of joints 
Gen. xxxii. 25, 31. fo that he h^ted ever 
qfter I fo he^ as it were toucheth the hol^ 
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low of every believer's thigh, putting them 
out of conceit with, themfelves, fhefwing 
them that they were all diflocatcd by the 
fall of Adam ; and fo gricvoufly put out of 
joint to the divine law, that it is impoffible 
to walk uprightly before God in their own 
ftrength. 

Secondly, We will not only lodge our 
petitions before the throne of grace, but 
anxioufly look and feek after them as a con- 
demned rebel who petitions his fovereign 
for life, will fiich a one only lodge his pe- 
tition for the royal clemency, andncundno 
more about it ? No : will he not ardently 
wilh for a favourable anfwer, thinking e- 
very hpur^ a day, and day an age, till the 
meffenger arrive with the all-important 
anfwer, which if delayed, will he not again 
and again, vdth a degree of ardour k«owtt 
to himfelf only, repeat the momentous pe- 
tition ? Thus did David : *' One thing, faith 
he, have I defired of the Lord, that will I 
feek after,". Pfal- xxvii. 4. ^ 

We do not pray for pur daily bread on- 
ly, .but aLfo ftrive by every mean in our 
power to obtain it ; fo all true wreftlers with 
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God, not only pray for Ipiritual blefs- 
ings, but alfo llrive through the means of 
divine appointment to obtain the fame 
thro' grace. But alas ! too many of us en- 
deavour to quiet our confciences, by pre* 
fenting a few lukewarm defires in a for- 
mal manner before the Almighty, without 
looking any more after them, as indif- 
ferent whether they be granted, as Pilate 
WAS, who after he had alked our blefled 
Lord, What is truth ? went out without 
ftaying for an anlwer, John xviii. 38 : or if 
we do in reality defire fpiritual bleflings, 
and delivery from the love and power of 
fin, it is too often, as St Auguftin prayed 
before his converfion. Not yet. Such feek- 
ers, if they continue ftill feeking in fuch a 
manner, fliall never obtain, nor be able to 
enter in at the ftrait gate, Luke xiii. 24. for 
the kingdom of heaven fufFereth violence, 
and the violent take it by force. 

Thirdly, All true wrefUers with God ef^ 
teem communion with him dearer to them 
than every thing elfe in the world ; hence 
Jacob, to obtain that, flayed behind, not 
only Leah and her children, but even his be-r 
loved Rachel and Jofeph, that ever memora- 
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ble ndght to him, in which he was bpnoujr* 
pd with -the naine cf Ifrael, Gjen. xxxfi- ?8* 

Wh^t gay flowers are thefe \vhich grow 
on the bf ink of the river ! Let ine 4^aw 
ibear ^nd explore their beau^ie^. 

All aghaft, I fpring back from thp aw^s 
fol Ipojt i— r— Pc¥>r flowers, ^^for all your, 
gaiety the brook i^ un4en»ii>ing you, ^n 
which you wUl foon be fwallowed, and ^\i 
your beauties deftroyed. Juft fo i$ it with 
refped to the wick^^ ^^d carelefe in thi^ 
life } though they may be gay and profper- 
cus^ having imore tji^^n th^r he^t pajn wifh, 
the brook of God's infinite wrath is under- 
mining them, and will foon overwhelm 
them : then fhall their beauty confuniie in 
the grave from their dwelling. Pfal. xlix. 
1 4. From this we may fee the ftate of the 
wicked, however profperous, is not to be 
envied. 

This water Ukewife brings me in mind 
pf that near which Gideon and his compa- 
ny gained fuch a fignal vidory over the 
hoft of Midian, by only ufing the means of 
founding trumpets, breaking pitchbrs^ and 
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holding lamps in their hands^ crying, The 
fword of the Lord, and of Gideon, Judg. 
vii, 19 — 22. 

Juft fo true believers obtain a complete 
vidlory over the devil, the world, and the 
flefh, thefe worfe than Midianites, through 
ufing the means of God's appointment, viz. 
attending to, and knowing the joyful found 
of the everkfting gofpel ; breaking the 
empty pitchers of felf-confidence, and cor- 
rupt reafon, and holding the lamp of divine 
revelation in the hand of feith ; beUeving 
that in and through the fword of the Mofl 
High having been awakened againfl the 
man that is his fellow^ Zech, xiii. 7. even. 
Chrifl Jefus, on our account, becaufe he 
had taken upon him our furetifhip, our 
debt is now paid, law and juftice perfedly 
fatisfied, and we acquitted from the charge ; 
which is made manifeft by the Lord our 
furety being taken from prifon, as one that 
had fully paid the debt of the eled, and 
therefore ought no longer to lie there, Ifa. 
Uii. 8- Matt, xxviii. 2 — 8* 

This brook alfo recals to my remem- 
brance that flriking comparifon which the 
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Pfalmift maketh betwixt himfelf longing 
for the ordinances of God's grace in the 
tabernacle, and the hart thirfting for the 
brooks of water. 

After thdt creature has been long and 
forely hunted in a dry and parched wilder- 
nefs, the ardor with which it pants and 
longs for brooks of water to quench its al- 
moll infatiable thirft, is only felt by fuch a 
believer as David was, when debarred from 
holding communion with his God, in the 
pubKc ordinances of his grace. 

Thus did the man after God'^s own heart, 
when banifhed from the public ordinances 
of God, either by the wicked perfecution 
of Saul, or the unnatural rebellion of his 
Ton Abfalom, or both ; faying, " As the 
^' hart panteth after the water brooks, fo 
" panteth my foul after thee, O God : my 
^' foul thirfteth for God, for the living God : 
" whenfhalllcome and appear before God?'* 
Pfal. xlii. 1,2. " O God, thou art my God, 
^* early will I feek! tbee ; my foul thirfteth 
^^ for thee, my flefti longeth for thee in a 
*' dry and thirfty land where no water is ; 
f* to fee thy power and thy glory, fo- as I 
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^* have feen thee in the fandhiary," Pfal, 
Ixiii. 1,2, ." How amiable are thy taber- 
" nacles, O Lord of hofts,! my foul longeth, 
" yea, even fainteth for the courts of the 
" Lord ; my heart and my flelh crieth out 
^' for the living God/' Pfal. Ixxxiv. 1,2. 

The more any perfon longeth for com- 
munion with God in the ordinances of his 
grace, the greater are his evidences for hea- 
ven ; for he fatisfieth the longing foul, and 
filleth the hungry foul with goodnefs, Pfal, 
evii. 9. And our ever bleffed Lord hath faid, 
*' Blefled are they that hunger and thirft af. 
*' ter righteoufnefs, for they fhall be filled,'* 
Matt. V. 6. 

On the contrary, the lefs that any one 
longs for communion with God in his or-* 
dinances, the lefs are their evidences for 
heaven. If they are pronounced blefle4 
who hunger and thirft after righteoufnefs, 
certainly they who do not fo, nor ever will, 
are, and fhall be curfed. 

O may I then, whatever others do, often 
be communing with my own heart con- 
cerning what appetite I have for fpiri^. 
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tual things, and praying, whatever that be^ 
that it tnay be increafcd. 

Water is very refreshing to the thirfty 
traveller ; and fo are the ordinances of di- 
vine grace to the Zion pilgrim : to him 
they prove as refrelhing and ftrengthen- 
ing in his heavenly journey, as thofe wells 
which th«i Ifraelites dug up in the dry 
valley of Bacca were to them when going 
Jo Zion, Pfal. Ixxxiv, 6, 8. 

Arnicas the fpies who went to view the 
land of Canaan returned not without fome 
of the fruits thereof, having brought from 
the brook Eflicol one clufter of grapes, alfo 
of the pomegranates, and of the figs. Num. 
jciii^ ^^. In like manner, thofe who go to 
the ordinances of the gofpel, in order to 
get a faith's view of the heavenly Canaan, 
will not return without tailing fome of its 
fruits : for by the brook of divine ordinan- 
ces grow continually a large clufter of gof- 
pel promifes ; grapes, pomegranates, and 
figs of confolation, for the refrefhing, com- 
forting and ftrengthening of every true 
believer; of which precious fruits they 
jnay freely take, and eat, without money 
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oaly freely eat themiHv.es^ buKteYdmmvilse 
others, faying with the Pialmift, ^O taftc, 
^ aiul fee tlj^t the Lord is gtMwl/' Pf. xxxiv. 
fi. And th«LS ft^ one <iiftinguifhing xnark of 
^1 ulio .ha^e tafted that the Uxd is gra» 
jC>ious, they woujd iiav^ othei^ ^fo to ta&» 
pf his goodnefs. 

This brook Ukewiie |mts me in mind of 
Itliat out of whiph the flripiing Dsavid choSa 
thp fxi^e fmoodi ftones with which hpmrat 
iStgaimft the giant of the FhilifUne^^ xad 
who, by only iifing' one of thejn, pr-cTaiU 
^d over that bluflering defier of Ifrael, i 
Sam. xyii. 40^—49. Juft fo every belie-, 
ver, though but a flripiing, weak and 
infufficient of himfelf to combat a- 
gainft Satan, the world, and the flefli, 
jn tlxe brook of gofpel ordinances finds 
^ve fraooth Hones ; namely, faving faith 
in the merits of Chrift, love to God, 
repentance unto life, a fight of his own 
pmptinefs, and a view of the fulnefs of 
Chrift, by means of all which he prevails 
againft, and fina^lly overcomes thofemigh^ 
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May I then examine myfelf whether I 
have ever found thefe fmooth Aonesinthe 
brook of divine ordinances ; and if I have 
ever ufed them with the fling of divine 
grace againfl my fpiritual foes, and what 
fuccefs I have had in the attempt. Thus 
examining myfelf, through grace, I may 
come to know how I have profited by 
gofpel ordinances ; whether I have wref- 
tled againft principalities, againfl powers, 
againfl the rulers of the darknefs of this 
world, againfl fpiritual wickednefs in high 
places, Eph. vi. 12. and whether, like Paul, 
I have fought the good fight, 2 Tim. iv. 7. 
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YONDER ruftic, juft come to angle in 
the brook, is preparing his rod, and 
running out his line. Now he views at- 
tentively the atmofphere, and anon con- 
liders the appearance of the liquid ele- 
ment ; paufes a little, and feleds from his 
hooks the fly which he judges beft, and 
having put all in order, artfully throws the 
line, and railing his hand, gently leads the 
impoftor, where the ftream curls round 
the ftone, by the cavity of the brow, or 
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the prominent ofier root: the unwary 
trout obferves the deceitful fly, and is 
tempted from its covert. As if cautious 
of the danger, at firft it fprings at a little 
diftance, but the temptation being renew- 
ed it can withftand the force of appetite 
no longer J but gieedily kaps cloft, afnd 
defperate takes the death ; plunging down 
to the bottom it fharply feels the dreadful 
millake ; diftraded with the crooked im- 
poftor in its mouth, it rufhes impetuoufly 
down the current^bending the pliant rod, 
crofling aiid recrolfirig the ftream, ftrug- 
gling hard to get rid of its unhappy mor- 
fel ; but all in vain. At length exhauft- 
ed, it is flowly dragged, plafhing feebly 
to the flowery bank. 

Juft fo the adverfary of mairidnd fifli- 
eth in the flreanv of human life, fuiting 
hi& temptations to the various inclinations 
of mea- and women,, by which many \m- 
wary fouk an: finally deftroy^d. 

This fkilful angler, I perceive, drefles 
hi& hK)ok to anfwer both the day and the 
water ; and juft now has^ on a lucid fly^ 
at whick the trouts are taking very faft. 
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tn like manner, Satan matiageth his temp- 
tations to anfwer the time, coirftitution and 
circumftances of erery one : Sometimes 
he fiftieth with a golden hook, and with 
this he caught Gehaa, Judas, Dcmas, with 
thoufands in every age. 

When Satan draweth this hook along 
the furfaee of that fhaHow ftream of hu- 
man life called poverty, the danger of it 
is moft confpicuotis ; for many, by too 
greedily fhatching at it, like the fifhes that 
are taken in an evil net, EccL ix. 1 2. come 
to be jfufpended by a rope, or gibbet, as A 
warning to others ; but arias ! without grace 
all will not do ; no man will be a warning 
to another. The devil fo artfully manageth 
this hook in fuch circumftaftces, alhiring 
men to eatch at it,, by holding out td thenl 
the grandeur, ufefulnefs' and convetliettce 
of riches, and' what a noble thing it is to 
have money to fwagger away with, and 
procure thofe pleafures which their hearts 
defire ; perfuading them, in order to ob- 
tain tM* great good, they m«y Heal, forge, 
plunder ai!i4 r^b fafely, without any eye 
feeing them ; atid lA order to quiet their 
conferences, tells them, if fuch a pra<5tice 
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be any fin, they may leave it off when 
they have got fufficient, and rCjpent there- 
of time enough before they die. 

Thus he draweth them into his fnare : 
The love of money is the root of all evil, 
faith the apoftle, i Tim. vi. lo. and what 
evil is there that the lovers of it have not 
committed for fake thereof? Hath it not 
made its deluded votaries commit the 
greatefl; of excefles ; caft off all. religion, 
betray their friends^ the church of God, 
and even the Saviour of mankind, the' e- 
ternal Son of God himfelf, v^ho came to 
lay dovirn his life a ranfom for a guilty e- 
led world ? ^ 

Let fuch a thought ^s this evef make 
me fet light by all the gold in the earth; 
nay, defpife, and even hate it farther than 
it ferves to glorify God, and procure a 
comfortable fubfiftence through life* 

Although the evil of this hook be moll 
perceptible when drawn along the fhallow 
ftream of life, viz. indigent circumftances, 
it is no lefs dangerous when drawn along 
the face of the fmooth pool of profperity : 
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thea it is that men too often fet their affec- 
tion on riches^ efleeming them the chief 
good; and the more they grafp after this^ 
gblden hook^ thie mdre they are attached 
to them, till at lengthy with the fool in the 
gofpel, they addrefs their fouls. Soul, thou 
haft much goods laid up for many years i 
take thine eafej eat, drink, and be merry^ 
Lukexii^ 19; But, ah! ere ever they are 
aware, their fond hopes of pleafure are 
blafted ; the many years they dreamed of 
are come to an end, and God faith to eve- 
ry fuch fool, This night thy foul fliall be 
required of thee j then whofe fliall thofe 
things be which thou haft provided ? Luke 
xii. 20. For what ftiall it profit a man if he 
fhall gain the whole world, and lofe his own 
foul ? or what fhall a man give in exchsinge 
fof his foul ? Matt* xvii 26; 

There are anothei* cldfs of men who gape 
at, and fwallow down this hook greedily: 
thefe are mifers who like the horfe-leech 
which hath two daughters^ dryings Give^ 
give ; ate never fatisfi^d with riches. Nfor 
do they appear to d6 them any more goodj 
or fill their defires one whit better than the 

R 
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blood or nutriment which that reptile coA* 
tinually fucks, fills or fatisfies it. 

&ich an infatiable thirftfor riches, which 
fatisfieth not, but only increafeth more 
thirft is truly deplwable, and thefe men of 
all otiiers are moft to be pitied, wh<^ infa-* 
tiable thirft for riches continually tortures 
their fouls in tliis worlds and deftroys theiti 
in the next- ^^ There is one alone, and 
'* there is not a fecond ; yea, he hath nei- 
^ ther child nor brother : yet is there no 
" end of all his labour^ neither is his eye fa- 
" tisfied with riches, neither faith he. For 
" whom do I labour and bereave my fouT 
^^ of good ? This is alfo vanity ; yea, it is a 
^ fore travail,*^' faith the wife man. And 
" there is a fore evil which I have feen un- 
♦' der the fun, namely, riches kept for the 
*^ owners thereof to their hurt.'* And 
^^ there is an evil which I have feen under 
" the fiin, and it is common among men : 
*' a man to whom God hath given riches^ 
" wealth and honour, fo tbat he wanteth 
" nothing for his foul of all that he defireth ; 
** yet God giveth him not power to eat 
" thereof, but a ftranger eateth it : this is 
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. ** vsixiiyj' ailci it is aa evil difeafe^" EccL iv. 
8. V. 13. vi, t^ 2. 

While I am meditating^ this angler had 
chftoged his hooL, put tax a bait^ aivl funk 
k with lead ia the deep" waters,- giving the 
finny tribe an opportunity cd fwallow 
it in fecret, without being obliged to 
come in view. Thus Satan often fiftieth 
'with the flefliiy bait of unc3eanneis^ in the 
•ftagnated pool of corrupt nacitfe; holding 
it out as moA delightful, and a thouiand 
times more fetisfadory ta the fiefh than its 
delwled proilitutes have ever beetx able td 
find. 

Yet fcnfiial men luft after it^ and greedi- 
ly fwaUow it in tbe fecret intrigues c^ 
carnality, and fo for a ihonaentary pleafure 
rifle an eternity of mifery and woe ; at 
which incomparable folly the devil himfelf 
cannot fail to be ftmck, and for which he 
will upbraid them in hell through all etfer- 
iiity V Though now he teitipt them to com- 
mit that fin which he himfelf was never 
capable of ; whereby riiany are deftroyed 
whofe deeds never come to the light to be 
rejftroved; and even few of thofe whofe 
R a 
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deeds are made manifeft; arc ever recover-' 
ed from this fnare of the devil, we have? 
reafon to fear, if we confiilt the wifdom of 
Solonion, who faithy and not of himfefifj but 
by infpiration, when fpeaking of the ftrange 
woman, " none that go unto her return a- 
" gain ; neither* take they hold of the paths 
«oflife,"Prov. ii. 19. 

As the angler oftwi makes ufe of out 
kind of fifli for baits to deceive and cnfiiare 
another; fo doth the devil in rcfped to 
men and women. Did he not make ufe 
of that lewd adulterefs mentioned in the 
Proverbs, as a bait to infiiare the yotm^ 
man void of underftanding ? Hear the paf- 
fagCy and may every young man take warn- 
ing by the finful intrigue: ** For* at the 
** window of my houfe I looked through 
my cafement, and beheld, among the 
finiple ones, I difcemed among the 
" youths, a young man void of underftand- 
" ing^ palling through the^ Itreet liear her 
'^ corner^ and he went the way to her houfe 
" in the twilight, in the evenings in the 
** black and dark night : and behold there 
" ixiet hirri a woman, with the attire of ail 
** harlot, aisdfubtle of heart; (She is loud and 
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•* ftubbom, her feet abide not in her houfe : 
** Now is (he without, now in the ftreets, 
^^and lieth in wait at every comer). So 
^' ihe caught him and kilTed him, and with 
^ .an impudent face faid unto him, I have 
** peace oflferings with me ; this day I have 
" paid my Vows, Therefore came I forth 
** to meet thee, diligently to feek thy face, 
" and I have found thee- I have decked my 
** bed with coverings of tapeftry , with carved 
•*' works,withfinelinenofEgypt.Ihaveper- 
*^ iumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, a^d cin- 
** namon. Coma, let us4:ake our fill of love 
** until the morning,- let us folace ourfelves 
*' with loves. . For the good man is not at 
" home, he is gone a long journey, he hath 
" taken a bag of mojiey with him^ and will 
** come home at the day appointed. With 
** her much fair Ipeech fhe caufed him to 
" yield, with the flattering of her hps ftie 
** forced him. He goeth after her flraight- 
** way^ as an ox goeth to the flaughter, or 
*' as a fool to the corredhon of the flocks : 
** till a dart flxifce through his liver, as a 
" bird hafteth to the fnare,and knoweth not 
^ that it is for his life," Prov. vii. 6 — 23. 

The fin of uncleannefs is the bane of fo- 



454 FiSHINO. 

ciety, and that which degradeth humah nar 
tiife below that of the brutal. Serious meii 
not oftly abhor it,* but fpeak of it >vith the 
greateft deteftation. " Know ye not, faith 
f * the apoftle, that your bodies are the meni4 
*^bers of Chrift? Shall I then take the 
** membens of Ghrift, and- make them the 
^* members of ^n harlot ? God forbid," i 
Por. vi. 15. :. 

The apoftle taketh particulat notice of 
f he heinous defiling nature of this "fin above 
all others ; frying, ^* flefe fbmication. Eve- 
** ry fin that a man doth, is without the 
^' body J but he that committeth fornica- 
^ tiori, finneth againft his own body. What^ 
^ know ye not, that your body is the tem-: 
^* pie of the Holy Ghoft which is in you, 
^ which ye have <3f God, and ye are not 

your own?" 1 Cor. yi. 18—20. 



«( 



Trivial as this fin of uncleannefs may ap- 
pear tQ be in the eyes of licentious men, it 
is not triyial in the eyes of God, who hath 
faid, if any man defile the temple of God, 
him ftiall God deflroy, i Cor. iii. 17. and 
whore-mongers and adulterers God will 
judge, Heb. xiii. 4. 
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Nor doth the devil count it trivial, other- 
wife he would not ufc fo many arts and 
ftratagems to enfiiare men with it ; nor 
will they themfelves think it trivial in 
a fixture ftate- Nor do they even count 
it trivial in this Ufe, however they may 
fpeak of it, and often commit it; for 
would not almoft the moft hardened 
whore-monger be afhamed to commit 
the fin of uncleannefs in the prefence of a 
child, how much more in the prefence of 
an earthly fovereign I 

Yet, aftonifhing wickednels ! amazing 
ftupidity i fuch ftick not at indulg;^ng their 
Jufts, not indeed before a child who cannot 
punifh their crimes, nor an earthly judge or 
fovereign who could only punifh . them in 
this life ; but in, the prefence of Almighty 
God, the fovereign Judge of heaven and 
earth, who can call botji foul and body into 
hell fire for ever, and will by no means clear 
the guilty, Exod. xxxiv, 7. 

This brings to mymemory a^lory Ihav.e 
fomewhere heard, which runs thus : " A 
ftrumpet wifhing to entice a young gentle- 
man to the ad of uncleannefs with her, be- 
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ing requefted of him firft to lead him into 
fpme place that would be fecret enough for 
indulging this defire : fhe accordingly led 
. him into a private room ; but upon his fayr 
ing that it was not private enough, fhe took 
him into another ftill more fo ; but upon 
his faying it would not do neither, {he led 
him int6 another flill more dark and fecret, 
and faid, there is not a more fecret place in 
the houfe ; and fure it is impoflible for any to 
hear or fee us in this place. Whereupon the 
young gentleman replied, O yes, I am ftill 
afraid God will fee us ; and unlefs you cai^ 
take me into fome place where God cannot 
fee, I dkte not fatisfy your defires/'^ 

O that I and every one elfe would re- 
member that the Almighty eye of God is 
ever upon us, and that darknefs covereth not 
from him^but to him the night doth Ihine as 
day, Pfal. cxxxix. 12. This, through grace, 
would deter us from thofe paths where fuch 
jdeftroyers go, atid put us upon feying with 
Jacob in another cafe, O my foul, come not 
thou into their fecret ; into their affembly 
mine honour be not thou united, Gen. xxxix. 
0. left thou mourn at the' laft, when thy 
flpfh and thybodyare confumed,Prov.v. i i. 
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There is another artifice fometimes ufed 
in the taking of fifh, which cannot be fo well 
done but in the drought of fummer, when 
there is but little water running either in 
or out from a pool ; and that is by patting 
a certain combuftible into thd waten where- 
by the tenants of the ftr^aJni becomcinitox- 
icated, fwim above^ and fiibmittb' Betake 
at pleafure. Alas ! dothnottheadvferiary.of 
mankind greatly ufe the arDifiiJe of intoiifait- 
ing men thro' ttie immoderate oife of fpifitu- 
ous liquors, and leadeth them on by little arid 
little, from drinking at firft merely to fetisfy 
nature in quenching their thirft^ to a real^ii- 
clination for the bewitching juice ; which 
defire he augments in every opportunity 
where it may be indulged ; and even to 
•feek opportunities when no opportunities 
ojffer themfelves, till at length they become 
habitual drunkards ; which pernicious cus- 
tom is not only a crime itfelf, but leadeth 
to the commiffion of all others. 

He that feeth a drunkard, febth every thing 
tkat is bad, for what crime is there thatadrun- 
kard is not capable of? He willalmoflundeii- 
take every thing, and do any thin^ to which 
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the devil, his o:wn heart, and cup-compa- 
mans prompt him. Have not the great- 
€ft of crimes ;t)een perpetrated by men in a 
ilate of intoxication: ? even good men them-^ 
fcLvcs, when overcome by this vice have 
^been, guilty of moft atrocious crimes: wit- 
ne& Noah^ who by itoaking too free with the 
juiteaf the igrape, became intoxicated, and 
^xpoiibd his nakednefs, Gen. ix. 20—22. And 
juft Lot, the favourite of heaven^ but a Httle 
4:)efore delivered from the deftnwSHon of So- 
doTO,:fell into the fin of dnmkennefs, and 
comitiitted intreft with, his two daughters, 
Gieii. xix. SS—^^- 

• it is Hkewife fiAppofed by fome, which 
fnppofition is not impjr<^ble, if we com- 
^areLevitiX. i , withp. thatNadab and Abihu 
through drinking, offered ftrange fire before 
the Lond, fi)r which he deftroyed them. Aft 
awful warning this to all in clerical orders 
who indulge this vice ; for although tliey 
may not fuffer the marks of divine venge- 
ance in this Kfe, $s Nadab and Abihu did 
by external fire ; yet, without repentang e, 
fuch cannot exped to efcape eternal fire. 



' This vice, however, odious iir9tiref.iikn, 
is doubly fo in thofe who miniftcr in holy 
things- 'Lfetfuch know, their Malier^whcfe 
ambaiSiidors they prdfeis to be^ is a jeakios 
God ; and if grace prevent not, wilT vifit 
that iniquity upon them, and rank fuch 
thi^haEds at laft amqfng tiic goatsc - ■ T 
• ^. -i'-t-r / . . ...... '^- 

What noife is this ? I am all in a iiir- 
prife ! a great concourfe o£ people run this 
way from' yonder village, fcreaming and 
makitig ^ ckmorous noife, and one a little 
before the reft entirely naked* 

I am all in a conftematioti i whether tn 
ftand or nm^ I am ^qiially uncertain.-~The 
crowd . approaches rapidly. Ah! now I 
perceive the meaning of all this phenoriic- 
fion : it is a madman who hath broken from 
|iis cell, and is running diraaiy towards, the 
rivCT. The fcreams which I hear are from 
the crowd, who is alarmied for bis fafety. . 

Now they feize him, and are bearing 
him back to his glooipy abode. Poor man ! 
his cafe is very deplorable- How thankful 
ought all to be for nature's beft gift,'reafoh, 
and the ufe thereof ! 
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But what was I^ meditating on kt the 
tiitiae of this alarm ? It was drunkennefs : 
:Anid/whait.elfc is a drunk man btt a mad- 
^iHan ?. mad^ fo, not by a finlefs 'infirmity, 
ibut bty his own inclination. 

Unaccoimtable depravity this indeed! 
that man who was created after the image 
o£ Godi endowed with reafon in all, its pu- 
rity, fhould take plcafore in depriving him^ 
felf of that little, remains of it which the 
fall hath left, arid making himfelf mad with 
his own hand J . .i 

« Did I pity the poor man that is juft now 
carried back to hijseell h this man's cafe is 
much more deplorable : A drunkard is not 
only- the grief of his family, the bane of 
fociety, the deviFs drudge, and a deftruc-j 
tion 'to himfelfi but the open enemy of 
God-; and.oiiev if grace prevent not^ 
w;ho' will be made to drink of the cup of 
God*s indignation at laft, Plal, Ixxv. 8. Rev. 
xiv. 10* , 

If the drunkard§ in Joel's time were call- 
ed to awake, wfiepand howl, becaufe of the 
new wine's being cut off from their mouths, 
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Joel i. 5, much more reafon have they to 
awakei and weep, and howl when they hear 
from the word of infpiration, which is ir- 
revocable, and more firm than the bafis of 
heaven and earth, that drunkards fhall 
not inherit the kingdom of heaven, i Cor. 
vi. 10. 

This angler, who a Httle ago, alarmed as 
well as myielf, had left his amufement, is 
now returned to purfiie his fpoft, but in a 
different manner ; having taken off the 
bait, he fifhes with a light coloured gaudy 
fly. 

With a hook of this kind, even pride^ 
the devil . fifhed in paradife, whereby he 
caught our firft parents, by holding oilt 
firft to our mother Eve the great iendow- 
ments, all comprehenfive knowledge and 
excellence to which ihe would attain by 
eating of the forbidden fruit. She, belie* 
ving the fcrpent, ambitious to be thus en- 
nobled, fwallowed the hook by eating the 
prohibited fruit, and thereby was not only 
caught herfelf, but alfo aflifted Satan* in 
tatching her hulband, by which an eftate 
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of fin' an(J. mifcry \»ra§ entailed up(»i them 
^nd all their pod^erijty. 

Aiwl with this hopk of pride, the old 
ferpent hath been conftantly fifhing erer 
finoe in the ftream t>f human life, whcrd>y 
many in all ages have been caught and dc^ 
deftroyed. 

Pride is the mod hateful fixi^ and maybe 
juftly called the mother, or fountain of all fin. 
It was that wiuch ciftthe devil outof heaven, 
and the once perfectly happy pair out of pa-* 
radife. It was that which deluged the old 
world, and overthrew the cities of the plain : 
ppenedtheearth, andkincfiedthe flame which 
fwallowed and defixoyed Korah, Dathan, 
Abiram, and all their company ; made Ahi-* 
thophel ftrangle himfelf ; reared the lofty 
gallows for Haman ; and drove Nebuchad- 
nezzar from the fbciety of men to graze 
with the beafts of the field : nay, pride is 
the foundation and caufe of all the hatred, 
flrifes and wars, whether peribnal or do- 
meftic, civil or foreign, that ever have 
been^ are, or (hall be in the world. 
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Yet how furpri^ng is it, that .msinkind 
ihould cards that in their boibms which is 
fo hateful to God, and deftrudive to theii> 
felvesj Some will fay, and I have often 
been not a little Aiocked to hear it, that 
pebple are the better of a fittle pride. Aw- 
fid depravity ! horrid ignorance ! and grofs 
ftupidity this certainly is ! but it often ari- 
'feth from a miftake of confounding pride 
with prudence : prudence is certainly a car- 
dinal virtue approved of God, and highly 
commendable in all ; but pride, curfed 
pride ! for I can call it np lefs, being that 
primary fin which entailed the curfe up- 
on men and devils, is a moral avil, truly 
hateful to God, and utterly deteftable in 
all ; the very lead degree of it partaketh of 
the nature of the whole. 

And fhall I harbour that in my bofom 
which turned angels out of heaven, man 
out of paradife, and hath thrown the whole 
world into confiifion ? Forbid it, O God^ 
and clothe me with its oppofite, humility. 

But what is pride ? It is an infolent feIf-» 
conceit ; an unquenchable thirft for pre- 
eminence, which always hath for its con- 
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comitaat, envy, that continually gnaWs, 
not the bones, but the fotil of its poflef- 
for. . 

. The deyilJiflEieth with this hook in the 
little ftreain of childhood, as well as in the 
ftronger current of youth, and fettled pool 
of old age.. Pride difcovereth itfelf in chil- 
dren, by their paflions, and refentments a-- 
gainft their little coippanions, for injuries 
and affronts which they either really have, 
or imagine to have received ; and by their 
diflatisfadion at feeing any of their peers 
carefled above, or even etjual with them- 
felves ; a conceit of being thought beauti- 
ful, a tafte for fine clothes, and the like ; 
which early fproutings of pride, parents or 
tutors not checking in the bud, but rather, 
on the contrary foftering by laughing 
at, and indulging them in fuch follies, it 
grows apace with them as they advance in 
life, and too often, it is much to be feared, 
terminates in their deftrudion. 

But turn, my thoughts ! O turn to a more 
folemn, yet far lefs irkfome fubjed. Yon- 
der well plum'd hearfe, nodding as it com- 
eth, with two mouming coaches, attended 
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by a few in fable^ gravely mounted^ bring* 
eth not the news only, but the evidences 
of mortality along; 

Let me ftep tdWards the high-way and 
inquire whofe remains this is ; and while I 
am informed of the mournful tale, learn to 
prepare for my own diflblution. 

Ah ! and is this the diriefui cafe ? I am 
fhocked at the dreadful ftory ! havings been 
juft informed by one of the attendatits^ that 
this is the corpfe of a young gentleman^ 
who the other evening being at the theatre, 
(that fplen4id nurfery of vice) imagined 
himfelf to have received an affront from a 
young officer in the army^ who pafling by 
the box in which the young gentleman fat 
to a neighbouring one, the cane below his 
arm aCcidfentally tipped the young gentle- 
man in the cheek, who happened to be 
leianing that way ; at which, fuppofing him- 
felf highly affronted in the prefence of fome 
youhg ladies near him^ fired with pride im- 
mediately left: the houfe^ and fent a challenge 
to the officer, to fetfle the affiK)nt by an af- 
fair of honour, which he accepting^ they 

S 
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met next mornings when the young geti- 
tleiiian was fhot. 



Ah ! the folly of indulging pride, and ta 
tsrhat degrees of wickednefs doth it drive 
men ! Could we now for a moment remove 
the covering of the other world,, it is not un- 
probable, but we might fee this young man^ 
with many thoufknds more in hell,, curling 
their parents and tutors for not checking 
that pride in early life, which was the mean^ 
the awful mean,, of lancKng them in tor- 
ment. 

A good way farthfer down the river fide^ 
I obferve feveral perfons tc^ether, clofe 
by its brink, and fome apparently in the 
water itfelf My curiofity is excited to 
know what they are doing ; and in order 
to difcover this, let me walk a little down^ 
the flowery bink to yonder eminence which 
rifes at a little diftance frotn the fide of the 
river, from the futnmit of which I may 
clearly perceive what they are engaged in^ 
without intruding myfelf upon them. 

How charming is the fpring, and how 
delightful this verdant walk ! but pleafant- 




They strive to seize that Man deran^ 
While running to the Brook ; 

4nd to the Net the fishing's chan^4 
From angling with the HQoJt. 

To fron^ page i^6^ 
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*r far the fources of contemplation, which 
offer themfelves to the mind. 

From this little height I now difcover 
with pleafiire what thofe perfons are em- 
ployed about : They are fifhing ; but the 
fcen6 is agreeably changed; that before 
was angling, this with the net : which put-- 
teth mc in mind of the gofpel, that is in 
fctipture beautifully comrpajred to a net, and 
tbp preachers of it to fifliermen, Matt* xiii* 
i^y. Mark i. 17. 

In what refpeds the gofpel, or kingdom 
of heaven is compared to a net, and the 
preachers of it to fHhermen, are at prefent 
under ihy view* ' 

Yonder net juft let down, or rather caft 

into the water, is in order that it may en- 

clofe and bring to land many of the finny 

tribe ; fo the gofpel, or glad tidings, is fent 

down from heaven to earth, and fpread 

forth in the world by the ambafladpi^ of 

Jdiis ; in order that finners may be enclo^ 

fed in it, and thereby drawn out of an e- 

ftateof fin and mifery, and troubled jfea of 

human life, to the fhorcs of eternal blifs. 
S 2 
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The mefli of that net, I perceive, is oaily 
fuited to catch fifh of a' certain fize ; all be- 
low which (though the net furround thetn 
all alike) remain without being caught. In 
like manner, though the gofpel net be fpread 
far and wide by the preachers of it^ and 
freely offered to finners of e^ery defcrip- 
tion, none but the eled are enclofed there- 
in, and brought to heaven : And that the 
reft of mankind are not caught by it, is not 
owing to any deficiency in the golpel itfelf, 
(which is perfe6Uy fuited to finners of eve^ 
ry fize, the greatefl: as well as the leaft j 
none are excepted, all ate invited, nay, com- 
manded, and made welcome to come and 
be faved: and for our encouragement, the 
blefl^ed Saviour himfelf hath faid. Him that 
cometh to me, I will in no wife cafl: out, 
John vi. 37.) but wholly owing to their own 
unbelief, and not being willing to comply^ 
with the gofpel terms, Mark xvi. 16. Matt, 
xxiii. 37. 

That any indeed clofe with Chrift, is ow- 
ning to the infinite grace of God ; but their 
rejedion of him is of finners themfelves. 
Fallen man, it is true, cannot merit falva- 
tion ; but can damnation : " No man can 
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** come unto me, except the Father which 
** hath fentme draw him,*' faith our ever- 
blefled Saviour : And again, " ye have not 
•* chofen me, but I have chofen you," John 
vi. 44. and xv. 1 6. " For by grace are ye 
*' faved, through faith ; and that not of 
** yourfelves, it is the gift of God,'* faith the 
man who was caught up to heaven, Eph. 
ii. 8. 

Many indeed by a nominal profeflion 
are enclofed in the net of the gofpel, and 
dragged a while through life, who fhall be 
like the fiflies that were bad in the parable, 
caft away at laft. Matt, xiii. 48. 

Yonder fifhermen, I obferve, fouling the 
ftream to darken the water, £0 that the fifh 
may be more eafily furrounded and taken 
in the net. Faithful miniflers of the gofpel, 
tho' they foul not the ftream of human na- 
ture, point out the corruption, defilement, 
and darknefs it hath imbibed by the fall ; 
fo that men may become fenfiWe of their 
loft and undone ftate, and embrace the 
Jight of the glorious gofpel. 
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Thofe men I obferve with poles, are 
fearching under every brow, root, and cot 
vert ; in order to pufh out jihe fifh, fo that 
they may run into the net : Exadtty fo do 
the minifters of the word by the means of 
the law, fearch out all the refuges of lies 
under which guilty men endeavour to fliel^ 
tcr themfelves ; fo that they may be driven 
from thefe haunts, and enclofed in the gof- 
pel net. 



The general mercy of God is a covert 
under which many endeavour to fhelter 
themfelves : God is merciful, fay they, and 
he never made any of the human race to 
be damned ; he is infinite in goodnefs, and 
therefore we hope he will never deftroy us : 
** Becaufe fentence againft an evil work is 
" not executed fpeedily, therefore the heart 
" of the fons of men is fully fet in them to 
** do evil/' EccL viii. i j . faying, with thofe 
fcoffers mentioned by the apoftle, " Where 
" is the promife of his coming ? for fince 
" the fathers fell afleep, all things continue 
^' as they were from the beginning of the 
^* creation,'* 2 Pet. iii. 4. fuch defpife the 
riches of his goodnefs, and forbearance, and 
long fufFering ; not knowing that the goodr 
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feefe of God leadeth them to repentance, 
Rom. ii. 4. 

In order to pufh finners from this gene- 
ral covert, minifters of the gofpel, thefe fifh- 
£rs of men, ufeth the word of infpiration, 
l^vhich declareth that God will by no means 
.clear the guilty : and the wicked fhall be 
turned into hell, Exod. xxxiv. 7. Pfal. ix. 
17. And in God's fight fhall no man li- 
ving be juftified, Pfal. cxliii. 2. The L9rd 
Jefus Ihall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, 
and that obey not the gofpel of our 
Lord Jefus Chrifl:, 2 TheflT. i. 7, B. and there 
is no peace, faith my God, to the wicked, 
Ifa. Ivii. 21. 

Thus by terrors of j:he law they are driven 
from under the prefumptuous covert of God's 
generar mercy : but no fooner are they ib^ 
but they fly under another flicker equally 
dangerous, even confidence in the flefli, 
and begin to refl: in external performances 
and carnal privileges, hoping thefe things 
will commend them to God. 
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To force them from this alfo, they are 
threatened with condemnation : " By the 
" deeds of the law, there fhall no flefh 
** be- juftified in his light, Rom. iii. 20. and 
*^ except your righteoufnefs Ihall exceed the 
'^ righteoufnefs of the Scribes and Pharifees, 
*^ ye fhall in no cafe enter into the king-t 
*^ dom of heaven/' Matth. v, 20. 

Thus finners are driven from under the 
flielter of confidence in the flelh alfo : But 
anxious ftill to fhelter themfelves under a 
covert of their own choofing and making, 
they imraediately run under the old root of 
felf-righteoufnefs, and endeavour to reform 
their inward man by keeping a ftrider watch 
over their thoughts and words, while they 
double their external duties, fo that God 
may be pleafed with them, and fave them 
from wrath on account of their ftridt and 
holy lives : now they are apt to conclude, 
however it be with others, all fhall be well 
at laft with them : but now and then a fin- 
ful thought they obferve pafling through 
their hearts, and words they ought not to 
fpeak flowing from their tongues, for which 
they are grieved, but endeavour to make ar 
mends to God for fuch in future, by flriving 
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\tb reftrain the lawlefs wanderers through 
their minds, and keeping a itcider watch 
over their tongues. But to drive them 
from this root of felf-righteoufnefs like- 
wife, the fharp law is thruft in upon them 
with this makdidtion, '* Curfed is every 
** one that continueth not in all things 
*' which are written in the book of the 
*^ law to do them," Gal. iii. 10. This 
ftuns them fearfully, kjiowing that they 
have not kept the law perfedUy; their 
recoUedion now begins to be awakened, 
they fee not only now and then they have 
broken the divine law, but almoft in every 
inflance, times and ways withput number; 
and what to do they know not, they are 
horribly afraid, terrified to flay a moment 
longer under the falfe refuge of their own 
righteoufixefs^ 

What fliall they do, or where fliall they 
fly to be fafe from avenging wrath ? In. 
tHis dreadful plight, when every other re- 
fuge they fadly difcover to be unavailing, 
the net of the everlafting gofpel, by the 
filhers of men, the ambafl^dors of Chrift, 
is freely let down and fpread wide, with a 
'^ Ho ! every one that thirfteth, come ye 
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" to the waters, and he that hath no mo- 
" ney ; come ye, buy and eat, yea come, 
buy wine and milk without money and 
^' without price," Ifa. Iv. i. " Believe in 
'* the Lord Jefus Chrift, and thou fhalt be 
'* faved," Ads xvi. 31 . " Come unto me, 
'* all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
** and I will give you reft/' Matt. xi. 28. 
^* And him that cometh to me, I will in 
** no wife caft out," John vi. 37. *' The 
" Spirit and the bride fay, Come.. And 
" let him that hearoth fay, Come : And 
** let him that is athirft come : And who- 
" foever will, let him take of the water of 
** life freely/' Rev. xxii^ 17. 

Tranfported at the all-joyful tidings, 
they embrace the thrice welcome news 
^ith the keennefs of a condemned man 
receiving a reprieve from death : thus they 
are caught in the gofpel net and faved. 

But minifters, though fifliers of men, 
are only men theinfelves, and like the fe-^ 
ven difciples of old, they may toil all .night, 
nay, all the nights and days of their lives, 
and take nothing, without the Lord by his 
Spirit caufe fuccefs i it is then only with 
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the difciples, they call the net on the right 
fide of the fhip, and catch a draught (John 
xxi. 2 — 6.) of eled finners. Paul may- 
plant, and Apollos water, but God "alone 
giveth the increafe, i Cor. iii. 6, 7. 

My part is now to examine, whether I 
have been taken captive by Satan at his 
will, eagerly grafping at his hooks, and 
fwallowing down his baits ; and, alas ! my 
confcience accufeth me of having done fo 
in too many inftances: But have I too 
feen my lofl and undone ftate by nature, 
and been endeavouring to find a refuge 
from divine wrath under any, or all of 
thefe coverts I was noticing, and have 
been driven out of them through the ter- 
rors of the law ; the Holy Spirit convin- 
cing me of my dangerous fituation, and the 
total infuflSiciency of any fuch refuges to 
fcreen me from the wrath of the Almigh- 
ty ? And have I been ted to fee that there 
is no fafety any where elfe, but under the 
covert of Chrifl:'s blood and righteoufnefs, 
and to my fweet experience been taken 
with the gofpel net, andclofed with Chrift 
alone for my Saviour, believing that he 
is both able and willing to fave poor. 
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wretched, finful me, taking him for my 
aliinaU? , 

If this hath not been the cafe, O my 
foul ! ftay not in all the plain, or ilate of 
nature, but hafte, efcape for thy Ufe, and 
clofe with Chrift, left thou be overthrown 
with a (bower of wrath and eternal ven- 
geance ; look not behind thee, Gen. xix. 
17, remember Lot's wife, Luke xvii. 32. 
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CONTEMPLATION XL 



o^ 



A FLOWER 



GROWING IN A FIELD. 



PASSING by a flowery garden^ and 
looking over the wall, I beheld a- 
mong the flowers fome of the footflieps 
of the renowned, pious, and jxiflly cele- 
brated Mr James Hervey. 

Therefore^ lefl: I fliould rather draw a 
veil over the beauties he had exhibited 
than unfold any more of their charms, I 
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did not dare to enter ; but fliall now con- 
tent myfelf with contemplating this flower 
of the field, which here grows in all the 
fimplicity of nature, difplaying an ele- 
gance of tafle, and beauty of form far fur-^ 
paffing the touch of the fkilfuUefl pencil on 
ean:h ! all the works of nature which we 
behold, whether in the heavens above, or 
on the earth beneath, fhew to the eye of 
penetration, what tRey proclaim aloud in 
the ear of reafon, namely, the hand that 
made them is divine : *' For the invifible 
" things' of him from the creation of the 
*' world, are clearly feen, being under- 
** flood by the things that are made, even 
, " his eternal power and godhead;'' Rom* 
i. 20. 

This every one may iead in the page of 
toaturc, and I at prefent fee. it manifefted 
in the texture, growth, and foliage of this 
charm of the field. 

How exquifitely beautiful and various 
are its colours ! Could mortal man have 
tinged it fo, or diftributed them in fuch 
Juft proportion ? Where are now the 
paintersof Greece, and thofe well fkiiled 
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in eaftern dyes ? This flower looks them 
all out of countenance. When compa- 
red with its beauties at hand, their fineft 
dyes and paintings are not only coarfe, but 
ugly in the extreme ; " Solomon in all 
** his glory was not arrayed like one of 
" thefe/' Matt, vi. 29. 

Whence then hath it that dehclu^y of 
(hape, cpmeUnefs of form, odoriferous 
fmell, beauty and variety of colour ? Is it 
from chance, that deity only in name ? 
No, furely ; for then chance might as o£- 
ten make and rear up this flower mifha- 
pen, ugly, and confufed in its dyes, as 
beautiful and orderly, which is never once 
the cafe : that plainly flicws it to be made 
and reared by fome unerring hand, who 
never once mifleth the leafl tinge, or ma- 
keth the leall irregularity in form or foli- 
age. 

Is it nature, then ? No, but the God of 
nature, whofe infinite power, wifdom, pu- 
rity and goodnefs is confpicuous, even in 
this little charm of the field : for what but 
infinite power, and confummate wifdom, 
could have made this beautiful plant out 
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of a mafs of earth, and that itfelf out of 
nothing ; tinged it with fuch delightful 
colours, and adjufted their proportion fo 
nicely. The beauty and innocence of it, 
together with its fragrancy, tend to calm 
the ruffled paflions of its beholders when 
gazing upon it ; while it raifes a pleafing 
fenfation through all the foul, which fhew- 
eth that the Creator of this lovely flower, 
is certainly pure, holy, and lovely him- 
felf. And when I confider that this. de- 
lightful plant was created for the pleafure 
-of man, yes, for man alone, foi> the beafts 
of the field, and fowls, of the air feem to 
derive no good or delight from it ; it 
leads me to contemplate the goodnefs of 
God, who indulgeth his creature man 
with the innocent pleafures of Ufe. How 
ungrateful then muft he be, to take plea- 
fure in thofe things which are ofFenfive 
to fuch a kind Creator ? But as his infi- 
nite power, wifdom, purity and goodnefs, 
fliine forth in the making and rearing of 
this plant, infinitely more fo do they fliine 
forth with refplendant luflrre, in raifing 
up for man a plant of renown, Ezek. xxxiv. 
29. even the Lord Jefus Chrift, the Medi- 
ator between God and man, who is the 
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Rofe of Sharon, and Lily of the vajlies, 
Cant. ii. i. whofe name is as ointment 
poured forth, therefore do the virgins love 
him, Cant. i. 3. and well may believers love 
him who loved them, and hath given him- 
felf for them an offering and a facrifice to 
God for a fweet fmeliing favour^ Eph- v. 2. 
in him mercy and truth are met toge- 
ther, righteoufnefs and peace have kifled 
each other, Pfal. Ixxxv. 10* the juftice of 
God fatisfied, and the mercy of Gbd glori- 
fied : And for ever blefled be his name^ that 
he is not compared to a flower in the gar- 
den, where few have liberty to come^ but 
to the rofe of Sharon, and lily of the vallies, 
to which all have free accefs who will. 

This flower here, growing ih obfcufity, 
fcatters its odours ^oiind, and difplays its 
charms in vain with refped to huraah be- 
holders : it fprings up^ blows, flburifhes^ de- 
cays and dies in this walle, without perhaps 
ever being feen or admired by aiiyj Grilefs 
it be fome tranfient wanderer : which brings 
to my recoUedion thofe beautiful linfes^of 
l2ie celebrated Mr Grayj 

T . ' 



'* FuH many a gem of purest ray scrcn^^ 
*' The dark unfathom'd caved of ocean beaf^ 
** And many a flower is bom to blush unseen^ 
" And waste its sweetness oxi the desert air." 

And is there not many a bright gemiM^ 
Obfcured by a low lituation in Itfe, which^ 
if otherwife cultivated by a liberal cduca^ 
tion, andintroduced by friends or forfwm 
into public view, might do honour to tbo 
ftate, or be highly ufeful in the church ; and 
add ats much, if wn moje benefit to fociety^ 
as this wild flower might contribute to 
the ornament of a flower-bed in fbtne n^ 
bleman's garden ?: 

Was I jufl: now admiring thofe lines in 
Mr Gray, which are at once delightful and 
ftriking ? And fhali I not much noore thcdfc 
of the man according to God's own hearty 
the fweet finger of Ifirael, which are trant* 
cendantly morebeautifiil and flriking, while 
they are truly applicable to all ? *^ As for 
** man, his days are as g;rafi : as a flower of 
*' the field, fo he flouriflieth ; for the wind 
palTeth over it, and it is gone ; and the 
place thereof {hall know it no more,''^ 
Pfal* ciii. 15, 1 6. 
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Man was once indeed as a flower in a 
garden j but ever fince lie was caft out of 
paradife, he hath been as a flower in a field, 
expofed to numberkls accidents, dangers^ 
difeafes and deaths ; the winds of adyedity 
continually pafling over him, and from one 
generation to another, that of mortality; fd 
that he is gone away^ or carried away a^ 
with a floods Pfal* xc. 5, and the place which 
once iaiew him, knoweth Inm again no 
mc^e : ** Man that is bom of a woman is 
" of few days and full of trouble j he com- 
" eth forth lik^ a flower, and is cut down ; 
^ he fleefh aHb as a ihadoWj and co»tinu4 
^ eth not," Job xiv, 2^ 

Main iii infancy flourifheth like a flower^ 
fprmgeth up in childhood, blofibms and bud- 
deth in youths withers and dies in old ^ge; 
But is the flower always permitted to fl:and 
till it wither and decay ? No ; it is often^ nay, 
very often cropt iti the bud^ in the bloflbm, 
atid when flourifliing in all the gaiety of fo- 
liage, when its charms mdft BttrsuSt the ga- 
zer's eye : And fo is man in infatncy^ child*- 
hood, and youth : *^ Verily^ every man at 
^ his beft ftate, is altogether vanity,- ^ Pfal. 
ixxix; 5. 
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How folemn was thatt cry which the pro- 
phet Ifaiah was called upon to utter, and 
how little regarded ! " All flefli is grais, and 
** all the goodlineis thereof is as the flower 
** of the field/' Ifa. xl. 6. O that men 
would confider this aright ! it would keep 
them humble in profperity, and what fol- 
lows in the fame beautiful paffage would 
fupport them in adverfity, namely, that 
" the word of our God fhall ftand for ever/' 
ver. 8. Though men change, fade away, and 
die like the grafs of the field, fo that no 
trufl is to be put even in the greatefl of 
them, Pfal* cxlvi< 3, 4. God is unchange- 
able, and of his years, there is no end; his 
promifes are faithfulnefs and truth : He will 
not change the thing that is gone out of 
his lips ; his word abideth for ever, Mai. iii. 
6. Pf^L cii. 24- 27. Ixxxix* S3> 34- I^^- ^^^• 
I. I Pet. i- 23. 25. 

Thefe oxen which are grazing, are not at 
all charmed with the fragrancy or beauties 
of this delightful flower : they feed care- ^ 
lefsly around it without paying any re- 
iped to it ; to them it flourifhes unregard- 
ed* And what is the reafon ? it is becaufe 
their natures are incapable of receiving any 
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pleafknt fenfation from it. Yet thefe oxen 
ferve to reprove many of us for our ingra-^ 
titude to God our benefador ; for the ox 
knoweth his owner and the afs his mafter's 
crib, Ifa. i. 3. and are there not^ alas ! too ma-r 
nyinthe world who pay (howfhall I utterit J) 
aslittlerefped and regard to theflower which 
Iprang from the voots of Jefle, that plant of 
renown, Ezek. xxxiv. 29. as thofe beafts do 
to this flower of the earth? to flich men 
Chrift is as a root out of a dry ground : he 
hath no form nor comelinefs ; they fee no 
beauty in him that they fhould defire him, 
Jfe. Uii. 2, 

And what is the caufe of all this aflonifh- 
ing infenfibility ? it is owing to fallen na- 
ture ; for *' the* natural man receiveth not 
^ the things of the Spirit of God ; for they 
*^ are fooliftmefe unto him, neither can he 
^* know them, becaufe they are fpiritu- 
** dly difcerned," i Cor, ii. 14. till once 
the Spirit enlighten their minds : then 
it is only that with the fpoufe they fee Chrift 
to be white and ruddy, the chiefeft among 
ten thoufand, and altogether lovely, Cant, 

¥. 10, 16, 
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But where is iu)w the ddightfiil planf 
that charmed me fo much but a little a:go ? 
I cannot obferve it. S^rprifing ! what can 
be come of it ? Ah ! I mow perceive it laid 
low; its Hem broken, variegated cup all 
fhattered, and partly funk in the mould. 

What can have produqed fuch a fudden 
change ! The field is deprived of its come- 
ly form, beauty and fragrance, all in a mo- 
,ment. Gentle flower! thy gaiety is paft, 
no doubt the foot of one of thefe clumfy 
cattle hasf tf odden thee down. 

From thy fate t learn that of many mor- 
tals ; and, for ought I know, may foon be 
my own. Hpw many flourifhing in all the 
gaiety of life, health of body, and vigour of 
youth ; long ere ever the wintry blaft of 
age foil beauty on"^ the pheek, or begin to 
wither the features, are cut down like a 
flower, Job xiv. 2. by fome fatal difeafe or 
unfeen accident, and all their earthly glory 
laid low in the clay. 

The fight of thee, O haplefi flower ! in, 
a ftiort time will rather create difguft thar> 
pleafure. But far, nay, very far more fei 
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would the fight of the faireft face of the 
ni(rfl celebrated beauty, prove loathfome to 
that eye that once could delight in nothing 
fo much as gazing^upon its charms, if the 
covering of the tomb were removed, and 
the putrid carcafe expofed. The lover who 
once with rapture beheld and praifed its 
form and beauties, and thought himfelf 
happy no where elfe but in her prefence ; 
all aghaft would turn from beholding fo dif- 
agreeable a fpedacle ! Follow him to the 
tomb, my foul, and learn the truth of what 
the wife man faith, Favour is deceitful, and 
beauty is vain, Prov, xxxi. 30. 

It is only grace and virtue that will 
outlive the ravages of the grave. Not de- 
fpifing the rofe on the cheek, the flower of 
grace in the heart, is incomparably better : 
and where thefe two cannot be found to- 
gether, but come in competition with each 
other, the latter be my choice; this will add 
a fweet fragrancy to domeftic life, and leave 
a pleafant fcent behind it, while the other 
lies rotting in the tomb. 
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THIS walk is truly delightful ; nor would 
1 exchange the pleafure it affords in fo^ 
Utude for all the fplendid entertainments 
and ^ddyamuiejnents of public life; while 
I only read, or rather attempt to read *in 
the volume of nature a few letters of the out- 
lines of the wonderful works of that Al- 
imghty Being, who fpake, and it was 
done^ commanded and it flood fail, Ffal. 
^xiii.p, 



What an agreeable humming do thefe 
bufy infeds make, while they roam amid 
the funny beams^ thro' the fields and mea- 
dows, exploring every new bom herb, while 
frpm the heath primrofes and violets they 
chiefly extrad their delicious load, which 
they bear with joy to their common ftore. 

May I like them, amid the cheering 
beams of the Sim of righteoufnefs, with my 
.fancy roam through the works of creation, 
providence, and redemption, thefe fields of 
inexprefllble delight, admiring with won- 
der and gratitude every work of God : but 
chiefly extradhng frpm t*he precious promi- 
fes, thefe ineflimable flowers of grace which 
grow in the field of the fcriptures ; foul-re- 
viving fweets, not only for my prefent 
comfort and fubfifl:ence, but for a ftore a- 
gainft the winter of defertion, when no 
green thing may appear jto me to flouriih 
in all that precious field, owmg to keen con** 
vistions under fuch darknefe, which^ like 
nipping frofls fireeze up almoft every com-^' 
fcrt of the foul: The benefit of this David* 
and Heijian experienced in fueh a tikit. 
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• They will alfb prove cordials m the mo- 
jnents of diflblution, when every thing clfc 
in the world is of no avail : An apoftle calls 
fuch flowers exceeding great and precious^ 
2 Pet. i. 4. to which all the faints on earthy 
ftnd all the redeemed in heaven will put to 
their hearty Amen* 

Thefe little bees are bufy all the fpring, 
fummer^ and harveft, in providing for the 
approaching winter. O my foul, learn a 
lefTon from the bees and ants, to make much 
of thy time, improving the feafon of grace, 
by laying up for thyfelf treafures in hea- 
ven ! Matth. vi. 20. And may God of his 
infinite mercy, forbid that ever thou have 
to complain, with the church of old, " The 
" haryeil is paft, the fummer is ended, and 
^' we are not faved,'* Jer. viii. 20. That this 
may not be the doleful cafe, feeing that 
there is yet balm in Gilead, fly on the 
wings of faith to that plant of renown, the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, whofe name is as oint- 
ment poured forth, Cant. i. 3. (which at- 
trads all virgin bees^ even true believers to 
this flower, who Iprang from the root of 
Jeffe) and there by the mouth of faith feed 
in time,, and lay up for ^emity. 
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Bees are often attacked by wafps and d- 
thcr ene&iieSy which deprive them of life, 
and bear off their treafures ; but blefled bie 
God, though devils and wicked men harafs 
the faints here much, and often deprive 
them of their natural exiftence ; yet they 
cannot rob them of their treafures : No, for 
they are laid up ** in heaven, where nei* 
^ ther moth nor ruft doth corrupt, and 
** where thieves do not break through nor 
" fteal," Matth. vi. 20. All that they do 
by taking away their lives here, is only put*^ 
ting them out of that which u checkered 
with many miferies, into an eternal hfe of 
joy and happinefs, ^d the full enjoyment 
of their heavenly inheritance : therefore 
fuch enemies, inftead of doing them mar. 
terial injury as they intend, do them un- 
fpeakable and eternal fervice, which they 
intend not, 

Samfon having goiie down to Timnath, 
came to the vineyards thereof, where, be-^ 
hold a yoiing lion roared againft him, and 
he rent him as he would have rent a kid : 
the carcafe of which, on a time returning 
thither again, he went to fee, wherein was 
a fwarm of bees, and honey, which afford-t 
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ed him matter of an excellent riddle, which 
he put forth to his wedding guefts; faying^ 
" Out of the eater came forth meat^ and out 
" of the ftrong came forth fweetnefs,'* ]^K* 
xiv. 5, 6, 8, 12, 14, With how much 
more propriety may believers fay of Chrift 
Jefus, who came down to this world, and in 
the garden of Gethfemane and crofs of Cal- 
vary, bruifed the head of the old ferpent 
the devil, that roaring lion, 1 Pet. v. 8-' and 
fpoiled principalities and powers, making a 
fliew of them openly, triumphing over them 
in it, Col. ii. 15. he hath out of the eater 
brought forth meiat, and out of the ftrong, 
fweetnefs to his people. 

. , He hath done great things for us, Pfal. 
cxxvi. 3. he hath not fpoiled principalities 
and powers only, but made all the evils of 
life, perfecutions, afHiftions, temptations, 
and death itfelf j nay, all things to work to- 
gether for good to them that love God, 
Rom. viii. 28. 

A ftrange riddle indeed! that faints 
fhbuld receive benefit from' the perfecu-, 
tion§ and temf>tations of men and devils j 
yet it is certainly true, and aflfords inconar 
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parabiy more fweetncfs to the fcnil of a be-» 
Hever, than the honey which Sanxfon found 
in the carcafc of the lion did to him. Sa- 
tan's fifting Peter as wheat, Luke xxii. 31. 
only blew away the chaff of felf-confidencc 
from him ever after. Satan's meflenger 
bufiecing Paul, fcept hira- a humble depen- 
dent on the fufiiciency of God's grace, 2 
Con xii. 7— 9. Th«^perfecutionof Jofeph's 
brethren feitt him to Egypt for good : and 
to hailen his great prefermeM with Pha- 
raoh, the lewd adultrefs got bimi caft into 
prifon. ' And Mdfes was obliged by Pha* 
raoh^ who fought his life, to fly from E- 
gypt to Horeb, where he met with God, 
from which time he became God's vicege- 
rent, Exod. iv. 1 6. and the redeemer of If- 
tael from Egjrptian bondage. Saul's per- 
fecution of David prepared him for relifli- 
ing more the crown, which he after- 
wards wore : And John was baniihed from 
the fociety of men to the ifland of Patmos, 
that he might receive a glorious revelation 
from Cod. 

Thefe workj of the roaring lion proved 
in the end fweet honey-combs of comfort 
to all thofe worthies ; and fo will trials^ 
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tenaptadonsi pccfecutions, affifiions, and 
deaths prove in the. thdto ail thfe people of 
God. . 

I perceive there are many of the giayefl 
flowers which thcfe Trofy infedfe pafs over^ 
while they alight vdth apparent pkafure 
an others much lefs efteemed for their beau-" 
ty. Juft fb is it with true believers ; not tho(^ 
etnpty fhews which the men of the world 
take pleafure in, are their delight ; thefe, 
like the (kilful bee, they flightly pafs over, 
knowing well there is no fubftantial good 
to. be found in them ; while they foar on the 
pinions of faith, far above carnal enjoy- 
ments, and alight with fweet contemplar 
tion on the things which are above : on 
thcSi are their afiedHons fet, and from them 
they gather honey, even fpiritual joys and 
comfi>rts, far more precious to the foul than 
honey, or the honey-comb: while thtj 
Ibok not at the things which are feen^ but 
at the^ things which are not feen : for the 
things^ which are feen are temporal, but 
the things which are not feen are. eternal, 
a.Cor. iv^. i8. . 
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All the ipring and fummer feaibn, bees 
deUght and arebufied in ranfacking flowers 
and herbs for the delicious fweets; but ef- 
pecially do they beftir themfelves to adivi- 
ty, that part of the jfeafon when the honey 
dews are to be found : Before, they con- 
tented themfelves with feeding and load* 
ing from herbs and flowers, but now they 
perch on the trees in fwarms together, loud-" 
ly buzzing their joy^, while they gather ho- 
ney in -abundance. 

If any fhould impede them in their SBrial 
journeys to or from the trees enriched with 
iuch dews, how fhould they be made to 
fmart by their keen flings for fuch inter- 
mptions. In Uke manner, the faints delight 
in, and conflantly attend on the flated or-: 
dinances of grade, but cfpecially do they 
take pleafure in the more folemn ordinances 
of the gofpel, even in the holyfacraments, 
thefe peculiar memorials of Chrifl's love and 
death: In thefe precious feafonsh^venly 
dews fall abundantly for the refrefhment of 
his people ; then it is believeirs call forth eve- 
ry grace, in lively exercife : before, they 
contented themfelves with the ordinary in- 
flitutions of the gofpel, thefe falutary herbs 
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dnd flowers pldtit^d iti the church, but now 
they foar higher on the wings of faith and 
love, and feaft on Chrifl himfelf the tree of 
life, who iftviteth them', fayingi " Eat, O 
" friends ; drink^ yea^ drink abundantly, O 
"beloved," Cant;v. i; 

When fuch fliowers of blefling are fall- 
ing, were the world, the devil, or the flefh 
to interrupt their jbys^ keienly wbuld they 
draw but th^ fA^ord of the S j>irit againft 
them, faying with Ephraim^ What have I 
to do any more idols ? Hof. xiv. 8; and with 
Nehemiah, I am doing a great work, fo 
that I fcannot eoriife down^ Nelx: vi; 3: and 
with David, Depart from me ye evil doers, 
for I will kefep the commandments of my 
God, PfaL cxix. 115^ 

Tinkling on brafs or iron is verjr ofteii 
ufed in the fwarming of bees, for the pur- 
pofe of alluring them to fettle and hive; 
In like manner, the joyful found of the e- 
verlaftiliggolpel is proclaimed, in order that 
finners, who have been driven from reft- 
ing iii the old ftock of Adam by the ter-- 
rbrs of the la^tv, and know not \vhere to fly 

for fafety, may be induced to take refuge 

U 
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under the righteoufnefs of CJhrift, the lail 
Adaniy I Cor., xv.45. 

But as befes do not always halt^ though 
never fo tinkled, nor yet when cluftered 
take the hive without further afliftance ; fo 
though all men hear the glad tidings of the 
everlafting gofpel, yet to many it proves but 
as founding brafs, or a tinkling fymbal, r 
Cor. xiii. i . they come and go to ordinan- 
ces, and are never a whit the better, either 
with refped to principles or praftiee ; and 
even though many are enticed thereby to- 
ftttle in Chrift by a nominal profeflion, fay^ 
ing unto hiin, Lord, Lord, yet will he pro- 
fefs unto them, he never knew thenf. Matt, 
vii. 21—23. unlefs through the energy of 
the Holy Ghoft they be planted in him. 

How much doth it then concern all gof- 
pel hearers to know whether divine effica- 
cy hath gone along with the word preach- 
ed, uniting them by faith and love to Chrift 
Jeliis, feeing that many are called, but few 
are chofen. Matt. xxii. 14. 

Chvners of bees feed their flocks^ only in 
vpfinter, rainy and cold feafons, when thefe' 
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infecSs are not able to fly abiroad ^iki queft 
of their fubfiftenoe^ or when no flowers are 
to be found in the fields: infd/is-iiot the 
Lord very gracious in feeding the fouls of 
his people" in private ind fecret ordinances, 
whtti they are depmed of attending ^npon 
him: in public^ either through peffeoia-^ 
tions, difeafes, irifirtaitie^, '^'ge, 6^ mhet ne^ 
ceflary lets ; but cin thofe expetSlfuch fup- 
plies who wilfully negiedj thi^u^H idl^nefsj 
floth^ or any other unwairant^blfe fekcufe, 
to wait upoii him in the public ordinances 
of his appointment ? No ; but on the con-^ 
trary, may be afraid they fhall be fuffered 
to ilarve by the great mafter^ who negleft 
to improve fuch fweet feafons cif his graces 
and that they who will not affeiribb witjbi 
the faints here^ in his ordinances bf grace, 
at his footftqol, feall not be allowed to at 
fetnble with them at his right hand on the 
great day of Accounts, and fo hot in glory 
before his throne above. 

Many feledi the Sabbith from all the other 
days of the week^ for the purpofe of feeing 
Friends, vifiting the fick, or taking inedi- 
cine ; fo that they may hot retard their work 

by fo doing on other days ; yet fuch wbuid 

U4 
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probably fhuddcr at obferving any of tKrfr 
fellows following their ordinary employ- 
ment on that holy day. 

Strange ftupidity f do not they them- 
iel^ virtually do fo» who rather than their 
labour fliould be interrupted on other days, 
QT a fingk penny be loft by doing fuch 
things, poftponc all till Sabbath ; and I am 
afraid, if grace prevent not, thofe who ha- 
bitually do fo, will be ranked among Sab- 
bath-breakers, and defpifers of the ordinan- 
ces at laft. 

I remember a charge I have fomewhere 
heard which a confiderable farmer ufed to 
give on Sabbath to his family and fervants } 
which was, not toftayat home from the pub- 
lic ordinances of the gofpel, unlefs they had 
fuch an excufe as they could carry to the 
judgment of the great day. O that this charge, 
may found frefhly in the ears of my foul every 
Sabbath, and in the ears of all privileged 
with gdfpel opportxmities I 

In every tive, naturalifts inform us, there 
are a number of drones, (and thefe work 
not) which often fly about towards the ap-^ 
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proach of night, making a greater buzz 
than any of the other bees ; yet are they 
neceflary to be preferved for a while, being 
. the only males,- fo that workers maybe pro-' 
pagated. ♦' • . 

And are there not likewife a number of 
drones in the worlds even men who do nothing 
at all for the glory of God, or the good of fo- 
ciety ? thefe, like thofe drone bees make of- 
ten a great noife, both by word and deed, 
againft God and his people ; for " lo ! thine 
** enemies maketh a tumnit, i^tlk David^ 

and they that hate thee have ufted up 
^/ the head," Pfal. Ixxxiii. 2. " They re- 
^ turn at evening, they make a noife like 
*> a dog. Behold \ they belch with their 
^' mouth, fwords are in their lips,'* Pfal. 
lix. 6, 7. 

But it is a great comfort for believers that 
their Lord who is on high ftilleth the noifp of 
the feas, the noife of their waves, and the tu- 
mults of the people, Pfal. Ixv. 7. that fuch 
, wicked drohes fliould be fo long preferved in 
the world at firft view may feem ftrange, yet 
it is highly neceflary ; for among other rea- 
ilbiis-, beft known to the Divine Being, this is 
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xjone of theleaft; that nuny pf the ^Ifift ajrc ^ 
to ipring from their loinS: ; ^wheu this^ and 
other ends are accomplifhed, they wiU then 
be . driven ^way in their wickednefs, Prov. 
xiv. 32. i 

' And as the death of fuch bees after the 
breeding feafon^ whether it be natural or 
accideaital, is but httle regarded or refent- 
ed by the workers ; fo when fuch wicked 
drones perifli, the wife man tells us there is 
ihouting, Pro v. xi. 10. Such live undelir- 
^^nd^jjije unriegretted. 

Owners of bees, in order to afcertairt 
nearly what <[uantity of honey is in the 
hives, aire often poizing them : in like man- 
ner the people of God, that they may know 
the ftrength and truth of their graces, 
ought frequently to be weighing their prin-' 
ciples, lives, and converfations in the ba- 
lance of the fanftuary : If this were done, 
i am afraid on many fair profeflbrs Tekel . 
might be written. Thou art weighed in the 
balances, ai;id art found wanting, Dan. v: 1 

?7- ■ 
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A man cannot approach with fafety a 
Hve of bees in thefwarming feafon, with- 
out being equipped with a fuitable drefs, to 
defend him againft their venomous flings : 
So no beUever need think to be in fafety 
while furrounded by the world, the devil, 
and the flefh, without having on a dxefs of 
defence, even the Lord Jefus Chrift, Rom. 
xiii. 14. and. the whole armour of God, 
Eph. vi 1^. The benefit of fuch a drefs 
the royal Pfafenift declareth he experienced, 
wheu fpe;»kiug^ of his , enemies, faying, 
" They compalled me about like- bees, they 
^' are quenched as the fire of thorns ; for 
'^'*in the name of the Lord I will deftroy 
^' them,''Pfal.cxviii. 12. t 

O that I may be thus arrayed and ac- 
coutered, fo that in the name of the Lord 
I may deftroy and root out thofe fwarms of 
idle and wicked thoughts, that continually, 
as it were, like bees encompafs my heart ; 
and fo overcome my Ipiritual foes- 

In windy weather bees are very irritable, 
and apt to fting any perfon who approach- 
es near their, hive ; but in doing fo they 
often do more harm to themfelves than 
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thafe on whom they inflid the venomous 
fmart ; as they frequently thereby lofe their, 
iting, for which they are difcarded the hive, 
and treated as members unfit for fociety ; 
The, fame it is with r^fped: to many men, 
when pride blows up the paflion of anger : 
O how ready are they then to refent injuries !« 
never confidering that thereby they often 
hurt themlelves moft ; for without timely 
repentance, their unlawful anger will bring 
down the wrath of the Alrhighty upon 
themfelves, and debar thein e^i" tl»e peaceful 
fociety albove. 

O that I and all men may then cheerfblly 
fubmit to the teaching of him, *>- who taugKt 
^' as never man taught," and hath faid, 
*>. Learn of me, for I am me.ek and lowly in 
" hea^rt,-' Matt. xi. 29. ** This is my com- 
" mandment, that ye love opie another as 
f* I have loved ypu,'.' John xv. 1 2.. ^S He 
t^ thg^t ruleth his fpirit, faith Solomon, is 
V better than he t^hat take^h a city," Prpy, 
xvi. 32, . 

O that men woul^ fhew. their courage 
and valour this way, and not in haftjT and 
angry paffions at one anOTher: be this my 
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ftudy and conflant care, well knowing what 
evils hafty anger hath done to many of the 
people of God themfelvesi Did it not exr 
elude the MeekMofes from entering into the 
land of promife ? make Jonah infolently juf- 
tify his unwarrantable pafSon to his Maker ? 
and- Paul and Barnabas part from one a- 
nother, Niim. ;^x. 10' — 12. Deut. iii. 25^46- 
J^fal. cvi. 32, ;^3' J<^^- ^v. 8, 9. Ads xv. 39. 



How feafonable then is that admonition, 
Ceafe from anger, ajid forfake wrath j fret 
not thyfelf in any wife to do evil, Pfal. 
^xxvii. 8. that paflion was implanted in 
man for a noble purpofe, even to fhew his 
zeal for the glory of his maker, in ardently 
teftifying againft fin : but O ! how much is it 
abufed when ufed in a finful manner ! thien, 
inftead of glorifying God, we difhonour him 
with his own gift : *^ Be ye angry, and fin 
" not :' • ^^ Let not the fun go down upon 
*' your wrath, ntither give place to the de- 
^*» vil," feith the apofl:le, Eph. iv. 26, 27. 
And indeed being angry at any thing but 
fin, is an inviting the devil to take poflef- 
fion of our hearts, and wh^t pleafeth him 
well.- 
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May I therefore for the future keep a 
ftridter watch over my fpirit than I have 
done in times paft, knowing thac the wrath 
of man worketh not the right«)ufnefs of 
God, James i. 28. ** The difcretion of a 
^* man deferreth his anger, .and it is his 
*' glory to pafs over a tranfgrelfion/' Prov. 

Thefe little infeds in their fociety are 
pfot without a kind of monarchial govern- 
ment, for there is only one female in eve- 
ry hive, which naturalifts denominate the 
quejsii. She is not only remarkable fpr 
lecttiidity, being the breeder of all the 
workers, but maintains a fuperiority over 
the whole, being more grave in h^^ de- 
ppijtnient, feldomer feen, and armed differ- 
ently from the reft. 'It k fhe that gives 
thera the fignal when to fwarm, when to 
plufter, and ^where to hive- 

• Say now, my foul, doth not the wifdoin 
of the Creator greatly appear in the eco- 
nomy of thefe feeble infeds ? in fubor- 
dinating the workers to the dominion ot 
the queen bee^ and in enduing her with 
fuperiority over them ? and no lefs confpi* 
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cuous is the wifdom of God in the ma- 
nagement of men in fubordinating fome 
tmder the fupremacy of others. If this 
had not .been the cafe, all had been, anar- 
chy and confufion : It is therefore of ab- 
folute neceflity, in this imperfcd Hate of 
things, that there fliould be power and au- 
thority, and fuperiors as well as inferiors, that 
the great chain of human fociety may hang 
as it . were by links in uniformity toge- 
ther, and the greateft as well as thp leafl: be 
dependant on one another for mutual fup- 
port : for if all the lower links of a per- 
pendicular chain were cut oflf from the 
higheft, there would then be no chain ; 
jand if, on the other hand, the higheft 
were cut off, the others would fall to the 
ground : juft fo would it be in human fo- 
jciety. How much reafon have men then 
to adore the Creator of all for his infinite- 
ly wife difpofal of humapi affairs ! 
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CONTEMPLATION XHL 



ON OBSERVING A 
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XTrELCOME,.fweet harbinger of fum- 

^ ^ mer ! Quick as an arrow newly_ ^ 
launched from the bow of an Indian thou 
fliefl along. Terrible as the war-hoop - 
founds in the favage ear, no lefs fo doth 
thy flirill, or twittering note to that of the 
infe6t tribe, which thou now purfueft ;thro\ 
the air with open motith- 

^ By whom waft thou awakened froriiHhy 
longrepofe J or rather advertifed in^dif- 
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tant climes, of the fetting in of the infedt 
feafon in our ifland, that thou art fo op- 
portunely come ? Gome while yet the ver- 
nal months remain, anxious as it were that 
thou mighteft lofe no opportunity of ira-^ 
proving the precious approaching feafon* 

O that I and all men living, who are on 
our way to the other world would learn a 
leffon from this bird of paflage ! even to 
improve' our precious feafons of grace. 
Strange! that man who is taught more 
than the bessdfts of tke earthy and made 
wifer than the fowls of heaven, Job xxxv. 
1 1 . fhould be outdone by the flork in the 
heaven, the turtle, the crane, and* the 
fwallow, which all know, and " obfervethe 
" titoe^of their coming/' With theft an- 
cient Ifrael were reproache^^_who knew 
jiot^the judgment of the Lord, Jfcr. viii. ^. 
And by thefe may not I, and. many a one 
elfe be put to fhame ? who alas ! have too 
niuch negleded and ftill do, to ' improve 
the precious ordinances of the. gofpel> not 
only in the fpring-time of ybuth,. when 
every mental power is moll lively, and ea- 
fily impreffed ; but alfo in the furamer and 
prime of life. 



The want of the faving knowledge of the 
mercy of God, made our blefled Lord and 
Saviour weep over Jerufalem, faying, ** If 
** thou hadft known, even thou, at lead in 
** this thy day the things which belong unto 
** thy peace, but now they are hid from 
** thine 6yes,'' Luke xix. 42. arid the 
want of this ought to make every one who 
feels it weep for himfelf, and at' the fame 
time to blefs the Lord, that the things 
which belong unto their peace are not yet 
hid from their eyes, but that ftill the door 
of mercy ftandeth open, and God is yet 
faying, " Behold, now is the accepted 
** time, behold now is the day of falva- 
** tion. To day, if ye will hear his voice, 
•* harden not your heart. Turn ye, turn ye 
^* from your evil ways ; for why will ye 
** die, O houfe of Ifrael," 2 Cor. vi, 2. 
Pfal. xcv. 7, 8. Ezek. xxxiii. 11. 

To behold the fwallow now again in our 
climate is truly delightful, and teacheth 
me the truth of what the wife man faith 
of the God of nature, that he hath made 
every thing beautiful in his time, EccL 
iii* II. 
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If then every thing be beautiful in its 
feafon, and we are pleafed to fee thefe birds 
of pailage in this joyous time of the year 
again revilit our land, how incomparay y 
more delightful is it to fee in the fpring* 
time of childhood and youth, men com- 
ing to, and attending on the ordinances of 
the gofpel, improving the precious feafons 
of grace ! 

The fwallow, as it were knowing that 
h^r flay in this ifland muft not be long, is 
willing to makq the moft of her time, fo 
{kims the air with adlive wing in purfuit of 
her food, and performs the other fundions^ 
for which fhe came, with alacrity : And 
Ihall man, who was fent into this world for 
bufinefs of an infinitely greater impor-^ 
tance, trifle away in indolence his (hort 
time, and negled the things that belong 
to his everlafling peace ? 

The fwallow chiefly purfues and lives 
upon food which it gathers in the serial 
heaven j fuch as the beetle and gnat ; and 
if at any time ftie is forced to peck from 
the earth, it is more through neceffity than 
choice : fo every believer mainly feeks 
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>fter celeftial things ; fpiritualand heaven- 
ly enjoyments are thefe in which he chief- 
ly delights, and thefe alone are the food of 
his foul, though through neceffity he is o- 
bliged in part to care for the things of this 
life. ' f 

When this bird is obferved to: fly near 
the earth in purfuit of infeds, it is account- 
ed a lign of dark and rainy weather, hut 
on the contrary when purfuing them high 
in the air, it is an indication of fettled and 
clear. Juft fo when a believer be^nneth to 
fet his affedion on things of the earth, and 
delighteth in carnal enjoyments ; it is a to- 
ken that h^avy clouds of darkneli, and 
ftiowers of afflidions and crofTes, will inevit- 
ably enfue: whereas, on the other hand, 
when he fetteth his affecStioBS ,on things 
bove, not on things on the earth, Col. iii. 
2. it evidences to himfelf, and all who know 
his frame, that his Iky is clear, and fliall 
brighten more and more, till at length h^ 
(hall enjoy a perfed ferenity above. 

The fwailow feems to delight in the fo- 
ciety of man, by its building and hatching 
about his habitation, on the chimnies ot 
X 
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houfea, khd ofteii in (:hurches, For thi% 
laDft privilege, the royal Pfalmift, wli?R ii\ 
a ftiateof exile from'the public ordmancesjj 
feemethf'\p^ea(]ar^ thi? biKt in being allowed 
to rear its mH;^ and hatch J|bout, or near 
the al^ar of the Lord, faying, *^ How amiart 
^' ble are thy tabernacles, O X-ord of hofts ! 
*.^my Ibulr iorigetb, yc^? ^^^P^ fa^nteth for 
^^^ the epulis qf-thie Lqrd i my heart and my 
f* flelji ^ikth out ibr:the liyiag God. Yea^ 
^* the fpatpow' hith found aa h^ijfe^ aed 
f' the fwallow a nefl fqr-herfelf, where Ihe 
i* mayky hdryoimg;; eyeix.thiii^ altars, O 
^^ Lqirdi'of ii6fts,=my Hag and cay Qpd,** 
Pfel. kxxiv* 1 r^r^3 . But. tdefl^d be the Lord, 
we in, this, land, in this age,haye. no reafon 
to envy the fwallow in thi?, for we hiave 
perfed: liberty to wait upon God in his 
ordinances, even publicly in his houfe of 
prayer, none externally to mate us afraid. 

Such wa^ not the cafe with many of our 
fathers ; yet, ilas \ we their children make 
but an ill iimprpyerncnt of thefe privileges^ 
for we either too often negled the public 
worftiip of God altogether, or go to the or-- 
dinances to rear up a fhelter for ourfelves^ 
even that of our own righteoufnefs, which 



A SWALLOW. 315 

is no better than the mudi and ftraw with 
which the fwallow brtilds her neft^and which 
is ^afily Iwept down ; valmng Qiirfeh«s\ip- 
on our pttn<Shiality in attending the ordi- 
nances, and obferving the letter of the law'; 
and fo in our neft of peiformaiiaes hatch 
felf-conceit, imagining we arc gaod Chri- 
ftians, all will be well with us. But fuch a 
fabric will only deceive thofe who truft 
therein, and both them and it be fwept jc- 
way at laft. 

- ' It is only they who buiid on the isock 
Chrift, and take £helter alone in his righr 
teoufiiefs, that (hail be laved. Every true 
believer therefore goeth to the ordinances, 
not fo much for the inllitutions themfelves, 
as to meet and hold communion with the 
God of ordinances in them. 

The fwallow, it is faid, by means of the 
herb celandine, or fwallow-wort, opens the 
eyes of her young ones, and * brings them 
to fight : However this be, O that parents 
among men woijld ufe the means which 
God hath put in their power, for opening 
the fpiritual eyes 'of their tender offspring, 
to fee their loft and undone ftate by nature^ 

X2/ 
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and that there is no falvation any where 
elfe, but in Chrift ; and would pray often 
to him to anoint their young eyes with eye- 
falve^ that they may fee, Rev, iii. i8. 
The wint of this care among parents is 
no doubt the reafon of fo many blind, igna^ 
rant youths in our day. 

The fwailow teaches her young ones ta 
take food in the air, in this manner : while 
they are playing near where the dam isf 
hawking for flies, and the latter has caught 
a mouthful, by a fignal given by the pa- 
rent, the young one and fhe advances to- 
wards each other, and meets at an angle, 
when the old one imparts what it has taken 
into the mouth of its offspring, which all 
the time it is receiving it, utters a fmall 
twittering note of gratitude. 

O that parents of the human kind, would 
learn from this inflance what duty they 
owe to their tender progeny, even that of 
accuftomin'g them early to attend on the 
public ordinances of the gofpel, by bring-p 
ing them th?re, to get fpiritual food for 
their fouls, and taking pains to impart unr 
to them Cbriftian knowledge. For fuch a 
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blejQing children ought to utter fongs of 
gratitude to God, and to blefs him for fuch 
parents. 

The fwallow too, ads as an cxcubitor for 
feveral other finall birds, and when it fpies 
the hawk approaching, founds the alarm ; 
then prefently all the others that are near 
tolled in a body, and give battle to their 
Gommon enemy, by rifing up high in the 
air, and coming down with force on their 
foe : this they do again and , again, till he 
is beat far from their place of refidence* 
Juft fo fliould minifters of the gofpel, thofe 
watchmen which are fet oil the walls of Je- 
rufalem, Ifa. Ixii: 6. do, when they obferve 
the people in danger of being deftroyed 
with refped to their fpiritual intereft, whe- 
ther by innovations in religion, the ipread 
of error, the infringement of their facred 
privileges, or any other' way whatever; 
then it is they ought to put the trumpet to 
their mouth, and found an alarm, Hof viii. 
J. Jodf ii. I. even warn the people, fo that 
their blood may not be required at their 
hands, Ezek. xxxiii. 3 — 6. and alfo do 
what in them lies to arm and . ftrengtheh 
them againft fuch fpiritual enemies, colled- 
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ing, as. it wcre^ all their force together,, ri-^ 
£big up to heaven in prayer^ and ufing the 
Weapons of their warfare,' which arc not 
carnal, but mighty through God to the 
pulling down c^ ilroaig holds } cafliing down 
imaginations, amd every high thing that 
exaiteth itfelf againft the knowledgp of 
God, and bringing into captivity p very- 
thought to the obedience. of Chrift : and 
having in a readinefs to rey-enge all difobe- 
dience^ when their obedience is fulfilled,, 
2 Coy. Xr 4 — 6. and thus beat and banifti 
fuch errors, innovations,, and corruptians,^ 
whether in dodkine^ worihip, or difciplihe, 
away from the church of God- 

This bird is ikid to be laoft alert in time 
6£ thunder, when fulphurous clouds are im- 
pending. In like maamer fhould every 
triie believer be moft adive in fleeing to 
God by prayer^* in humbling thenrfi&lvcs,, 
aiad ill .petforming die other duties lof a 
Ghriilian life, when the Lord's judgments 
arc abroad in the e^rth, and heavy clotds, 
of his difpleafiire hang over a guilty land. 

When the Lord's voice ^ of judgments 
crieth tct a city, couatry-fide, or nation at* 



A SWALLOWS 319 

kr^e^ thofe alojie are the meri, bf wifdpiti 
that fee his naitae^ hearkening to the rod^ 
and whd hath appointed it^ Micv Vi. ^; well 
knowing that fin is the procuring ciaiufe of 
all evil ; ind it is not for nought when God 
iifteth up his hand to punifh a AdtitJn^ ot 
people ; for he doth not affitft wiilinglyi 
iior ^rievfe the ehildren of men^ Lam. iii; 

Whether theriefbre his judgnafehts iare on 
hatioEys, families, of individiiials/they ought 
to have this effeft, to rtiake all who are eon- 
temcd learn rightebufnefs; 

Itis ah aA^ulthingandlighof gtcat dejpra- 
irity, when they iilill remain carelefs i at fuch 
flupidity the prophet feemeth to hai^e been 
deeply affecSed^ when he crielh out^ Lord*, 
when thy hand is lifted up • they will not 
fee : but they fliAll fee^ Ifi; xx vi ; i i ; So they 
that will not fee the Lord's hand in a way 
of liiercy, fhall in a way of judgment; 

-? It wa4 when- Jonah thundered itx' the 
eaiis of the Nitievites^ *^ Yet fdrty days^ and 
*^ Nineveh Ihall ht dverthrown^V that the 
inhabitants thereof ** betieved God, and 
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** proclaimed a faft, and put on fackclof & 
** from* the greateft of them even to the 
" lead of them : for word came unto the 
«' king of Nineveh : and he arofe from his 
" throne, and he laid his robe from him, and 
** covered him Ivith fackcloth, and fat in 
** aflies. And he caufed it to be proclaim* 
** ed and publilhed through Nineveh (by the 
" decree of the king and his nobles) fay- 
" ing. Let neither man nor beaft, herd nor 
" flock tafle any thing : let them not feed 
" nor drink water : but let man and beaft 
" be covered with fackcloth, and cry migh- 
" tily unto God j yea, let them turn every 
" one from his evil way, and from the 
" violence that is in their handi. Who can 
** tell if God will turn, and repent, and turn 
" away from his fierce anger, that we pe- 
** rifh not ? And God faw their works, that 
" they turned from their evil way ; and 
** God repented of the evil that he faid he 
" would do unto them ; and he did it not,*' 
Jonah iii. 4. to the end. • 

We fee what a blefled effed fuch humi- 
liation had ; and fliall heathens put Chri- 
ftians to Ihame ? fhall we iti this land, in 
the year 1801, when the Lord is thunder- 
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Ing ovel* our guilty heads iit his awful judg-* 
ments, by war abroad, tumults and famine 
iit home, with diforders in ftate, and divi* 
lions in the church, fuch as never were 
known in the annals of Britain, not hum- 
ble ourfelves under the mighty hand of 
God, and cry mightily unto him, that he 
would avert the judgments, which like dit- 
mal clouds, not only gather thicker and 
thicker, but are begun to pour down ven- 
geance upon our land ? 

Thefe judgments (or fimilar) we may 
well expeft, according to the experience of 
other nations, recorded both in facred and 
profane hiftory, {hall continue on our if- 
land, till they either make us turn unto hini 
that fmiteth us, or deftroy us from being a 
nation altogether. 

Let none think they are innocent in 
bringing down thefe heavy judgments with 
which this kingdom is at prefent afflided ; 
for every one of us as individuals, of all 
Franks, have had a high hand in procuring 
thofe evils in which we are involved by our 
fins and iniquities. 



O tfhat we y^vld all then natioiataliy aii4 
perfonally humble oiirfelves under the. migh- 
ty hand- of God^ and turn unta him that 
Imiteth us, that iniquity may not be our 
nraii Ezek. xviii. 30. However others do^ 
may I be complying with that fweet invi-* 
tation, " Come, my people, enter thou into 
** thy chambers, and (hut thy doors about 
thee: hide thyfelf as it were for a little 
moment, until the indignation be over- 
paft : For, behold ! the Lord cometh out 
" of his place to punifli the inhabitants of 
^' the earth for their iniquity ; the earth al-^ 
*^ fo Ihall difclofe her blood, and fhall no 
** more cover her llain,'* Ife* xxvi. 20, 2I; 

. What becomes of the fwallow tribe when 
they leave us in autumn ? Whether in ca- 
verns, or hollow places of the earth they 
remain in a torpid ftate during the winter ; 
or emigrate beyond the feas to fome warm- 
er climate ; or. clutter together and defcend 
to the bottom of lakes, is equally unceitsunj 
and what riatviralifts are divided in their o^ 
pinions about. But not fo is it vcdth reljpe<St 
to rnan when he dieth ^ fof wherein reafon 
is weak in this, revelation fteps in io affiire 
us, that man goeth either to heaven or helL 
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That all men would wifli to be happy at 
laft, is a deflre founded in nature ; but that 
any are fo at length, is wholly owing to 
grace.: Many, nay, I may fay all, defire with 
Balaam to die the death of the righteous, 
and to have their laft end like his, Num. xxiii- 
10. but few truly defire to live a righteous, 
holy life. Nature alone may make a man 
requeft to die happy, but it is grace only 
that can make any defire, and really live 
the life of the righteous. 

May it then be my care through grace 
to do fo, that in the fpring morning of e- 
temity, even that wonderfiil morning of 
the refurredhon, I may with refpedl to my 
body return from the duft with joy unfpeak- 
able and full of glory, i Pet. i. 8. to fing 
with all the redeemed the fong of Mofes 
and the Lamb for ever and ever in the pa- 
radife of God,, 
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CONTEMPtATION XlV^.^ 

ON THE 

JS V E N I N G 

OF THE DAY- 



THE bright monarch of day having but 
a little ago difappeared in the weft^ 
darjoiefs beginneth again to refume her an- 
cient reign, and claimeth a primeval right ; 
while the village bell calls the laborious huf- 
bandman from his toil, and invites the wea^ 
ry traveller to reft. 

The herds forfake their dewy paftures, 
and with their udders richly fraught for 
the dairy, move lowing on^ to be difcharged 
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of their mod nutritious burdens, bnc 
of the chief bleilings of Canaan: and 
the woolly tribes are fhut up in their 
folds. 

The verdure of the fields darkens on the 
fight,' tYhiletti^htfpreideth her fable veil 
over the face of nature- Where is now the 
pleafant landfcape I fo lately beheld ? It is 
loft to my view : AAd the warbling pet)ple 
with their wing covered heads fit filent on 
the fpray: cmly Ihe l^rd 4f ^e ^tfhers in 
the gloom wkii^ber irkfome folitary dirge, 
while labour reclines her head on the bo- 
fom of reft, and balmy fleep endeared by 
toil refrefhes animal life, 

An,d is tMs delightful' day Come to an 
end? O*myfbul,fo fhall foon the day of 
tfiis life, and all its buftle be filencedinthe 
iornb. How tnueh then doth it concern 
me and' sfH toeti living, to be putting by 
Sour work in diir twelve hours ! G that while 
it is called to day we might labour for the 
mfeat which perifheth not, but endureth to 
eVerlaftin^ life, John vi. 27. feeing the night 
<)f death approacheth wherein no man can 
>vOTk ; for there M no work, nor device. 
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nor knowledge, nor wifdoni iti the grave, 
EccL ix* iOt > : ) 

This dewy evening, calm and ferene, 
mindeth me of the clofe of a Chriftian's' life 
in old age, Happy alone then is he, who 
while his head is flourifhing like an almond 
tree, can calmly refled on a well fpent 
life*; fuch fhall come to his grav^ *^like 
" as a fhock of corn cometh in in his. fea-^ 
" fon," Job v. 26. 

As the X-ofd onee faid unto Jacob, *^Fear 
^* not to go down into Egypt : I will go 
^^ down with thee into Egypt, and' I will 
^' alfo fureLy bring thee up again," Gen. xlvi, 
3. fo he win fay, as it were, to fuch a one, 
iFear not to go down to the duft of death : 
I will go down with thee, and I will alfo 
furely bring thee up again. 

But O how reverfe is it with the hoary 
headed finner, who hath fpent his days in 
the purfuits of fin and vanit;y ! Confcience 

^ This did the great Addifon When on his death-bed; 
graTping the hand of a young acquaintance^ be faid, Sec 
Y'^ith what T^^^tt a Chriilian can di«f 
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that was rocked afleep in the narrow, fhort 
bed of carnal delights,' in the clofe of life 
awakenethfrom her flumbers like a mighty 
giant, and fcreameth ten thonfand times 
more terrible in the ears of the guilty foul 
than that owl from the ruinous tower doth 
in niine ; while remorfe and forrow, more 
fierce than the vultures of the defert, prey 
upon the mind, ufliering in the worm 
which never dieth- 

From this learn a leflbn^ O my foul, to 
be hufbanding thy time well, and anfwer- 
ing the end of thy creation, that the even- 
ing of my life may be calm and ferene^ 
and I may fay with the apoftle, *> I have 
♦* fought a good fight, I have finifhed my 
<' courfe, I have kfept the faith ; henceforth 
<^ there is laid up for me a crown of righte-? 
*^ oufnefs, which the Lord, thg righteous 
*' Judge fhall give me at that day ; and not 
" to me otily, but unto all them alfo that ^ 
^* love his appearing," 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8, 

, How taftelefs now are all the beauties of 
nature. The flowery meads and delight- 
fully chequered lawns, which but a little 
ago appeared in all the gaiety of drefs, 
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(Charming tlie eye of the beholder, now 
fhrouded in fable, pleafe no more. , Juft fo 
fliall it be with all the, pomp of this world 
in a dying hour. O that mortals would be 
wife in time^ and chiefly feek after that 
which would then yield real fatisfattion ! 
Will frothy converfation, vain entertain- 
ments, licentious company, "the ^arkling 
bowl^ or midnight revels, or (what is more 
plaufible) wealth or fame, dignified flations, 
high founding titles, or great honours giye 
that ? No, no ; thefe may, and often do fill 
the death-bed with thorns ; religion alone 
ftrews it with rofes- Nothing lels than an 
intereft in the merits of Chrift will comfort 
the foul when hovering on the utmoft verge 
of life. 

Though religion be fcofFed it by fome> 
difregarded by many, and trifled with by 
the generality^ yet there is a reality in it 
which all mufl: either fweetly or awfully ex- 
perience. Many complain oil a death-bed 
of not having been religious enough,- but 
never one of having been too much fo. 

Ther'e are many fools in the worlds but 
libne fo great as thofe who leave their fal^ 

Y 



Vation work till 2L dying hoUr : in thefe' 
trying moments, though reafon be conti- 
nued, which is often not the cafe,, tolfing 
ficknefs and racking pains, will leave the 
mind but little time for ferious medita- 
tion : Befide^, hoW niany arti fnatched a- 
Way in a moment ? 

Think ferioullyon this, ye giddy mortaky 
who are fpending the morning and prinie 
of your days in the purfuits^of fin and folly; 
if ye will not, I will here diraw Solorhon's* 
bow (but not at a venture), and fhoot that 
fcripture-arrow,- which will ftick fall in 
your confcience one day; ** Rejoice, O 
** young man, in thy youth, and let thy 
'' heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, 
*' and walk in the ways of thine heart, and 
*' in the fight of thine eyes; but know thou, 
** that for all thefe things God will bring 
•* thee inta judgment,'* Eccl. xi. 9. 

The traveller who has this evening taken 
tip his lodgings, forgets his toilfome jour- 
ney in the arms of fleep : What matters it 
now to him, though his way were crook- 
ed and rough ? he is now at his jour- 
ney's end, tyad refts as fweetly as he whofe 



jjath was flraight and finooth* Juft fo is it 
With refped t6 the Chriftistn when he Com- 
eth to die^ and take up his lodgings in thd 
grave : what matters it then to him though 
his journey through hfe were ftrewed with 
poverty^ ficknefs, crotfes^ and trials * ? he 
is now at his jdumey's end, and can reft as 
fweetly in the houfe appointed for all living, 
as he who waflied his fteps in butter, and 
the fock poured him out rivers of oil f ) 
Job xxix. 6. this remembers his pleafures 
ho more, aiid that hath forgotten his for- 
rows. 

f rorti this may I team, calmly to beai? 
the ills of life, and when a few years ar6 
paft, perhaps months, days, or hdurs^ if I 
deep in Jefus I (hall reft as quietly in the 
tomb as the Chriftian whofe life was al- 
ttioft one contitiued round df tranquillity. 

What ought to make Chriftians patient- 
ly bear their trials, is the falutary confider- 
Adoti that they are all meafured out to them 
by the hand of their heavenly Father, who 
in infinite wifdoni giveth what is beft ; nor 
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* Such l^as the lot of Lazarus, t Such was Abraham. 
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need they doubt his love : " he that fpared 
" not his own Son, but delivered him up 
** for us all, how Ihall hf not with him al- 
" fo freely give us all things?" Rom. viii* 
32. if he hath given to us that heavenly 
pearl of infinite value, and withholdeth no 
other fpiritual bleffings, much lefs.will he 
withhold from us the good things of thi^ 
life (which are but as dung and drofs in 
comparifon pf thefe) that he knoweth to be . 
needfiil for us : But as a wife and tender 
father gives play-things to fome of his chil- 
dren, that he will hot allow to others of 
them, forefeeing they would hurt them- 
felves with fuch, and whippeth fome more 
than others, according as their flubbom 
tempers require ; fo dealeth our heavenly 
Father with refpeft . to his children here, 
in giving them fuch a proportion of good 
things and chaftifements, as he knoweth 
maketh moft for his honour and glory, and 
their good. 

Nor fliould the righteous fret when they 
fee the wicked in prolperity, having more 
than their heart can wifli : What if thefe 
ballards, witk Ifhmael and the fons of Ke- 
turah, be fent off with their portions here > 
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the Lord rcferveth the heavenly inheritsipce 
for his Ifaac's* 

Let thefe rcfledions reconcile me to that 
iituation of life in which the Lord hath 
placed me, and may I be daily proving to 
myfelf and others, by a holy life and con- 
verfation, that I am of the feed of Abra- 
ham by faith, and aa heir according to the 
promife, Gal. iii. 29. 

Art has now laid afide her implements. 
The ponderous hammer, raifed by the ner- 
vous arm of the fmith is heard no more on 
the anvil : Bufinefs has laid by his pen, 
and left many an account unclofed ; and 
the well frequented fhop is fhut : As it is 
with the feller, fo it is with the buyer. All 
are gone to reft ; and the taker of ufury, 
and the giver of ufury are alike rich in 
fleep ; And fo fliaU they be in the grave. 

Think on this, ye worldlings, and let the 
thoughts of it moderate your affection to 
the things of earth ; knowing that in a 
very little, your pooreft neighbours fhall be 
as wealthy as you. In order to induce you 
to this, ye whofe cofiers are now fiill, and 
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^cres, perhaps, aljnoft iimumerabl*, com-t 
j&cier what a great account you will have 
to make for the wealth ypu are entrufted 
with, andi how finall ^ portion qf land you 
mull occupy at laft, 

The accounts which are not clofed this 
evening, may be fettled to-morrow ; but at 
4eath the accounts which ^re not clofed 
betwixt the foul and God,muft lj.e open fop 
ever ; for as the tree falleth, fo it fhall lie. 
True, indeed, they will be looked over in 
the morning of the rcfurredhon, by the eye 
of unerring juftice ; but not the fmalleft al^ 
teration will be made. The ii^folvent 
debtor fhall be condemned to the prifon of 
hell till he fhall have paid the uttermofl 
farthing to law and juflice, which can ne- 
ver be the cafe. O that I from this may 
take warning to have my accounts with 
God all cleared in Chrifl before a dying 
hour ! feeing that after death there is no 
more work. 

What grave harmonious found is this 
which I hear broken by difcordant paufes ? 
Rethinks it proceedeth from yonder cot : 



htt me approach the homely edifice, and 
Jeara the ipeaning. 

O, now, I perceive it is a poor fna^ fit 
worfhip with his family, residing the lipe. 
Happy were it for the world, if all thofe 
who have families were thus employed Cr 
veiling and morning; . but alas i this is not 
the cafe ; the generaiity negled this rea^ 
ibnable fervice, and thereby fhew them- 
felves inore brutifh than the brutes them-^ 
felves ; for the " ox knoweth his owner, 
^^ and the al* his mafter's crib,'* lik. u 3. 

If the love and goodnefs of God will not 
engage men in this grateful fervice, me- 
thmksthat dreadful imprecation uttered by 
. the Prophet fliould alarm their confciences : 
^^ Pour out thy fury upon the heatliei> that 
** know thee not , and upon the families that 
^* call not on thy name,' ' Jer. x. 25^ And 
is it not awful to think that many who bear 
the Chriftian name, notwithftanding the 
folemn engagements they come imder to 
perform this duty, when they are receiving 
the ordinance of baptifm for their children, 
ihould trifle with their vows ? Such I would 
addrefs in the language of an iijlpired wvy 
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ter, ** Be not deceived ; God is not mock- 
" ed," Gal. yi. 7. one day you will have 
to account for all the engagements yoii 
have come under to the Lord : think then 
what your reckoning will be. 

But there are others who dare not nc- 
gleft this important duty altogether, yet do 
it only by halves ; fuch are thofe who in 
the morning, when their fpirits are moft 
vigorous and lively, begin the day with the 
purfuits of the world, anH only clofe it with 
God, when they have nothing elfe to do. 
When the family, fatigued by labour, re- 
cline their weaiy heads in the jprayer ; and 
ibmetimes afleep,andfometimes awake, and 
fometimes properly neither, imagine they 
hear difliniSly the pithl^fs words which fall 
from the liftlefs tohgue of their yawning, 
drowfy parent or matter, which afterwards 
trying to recollect, they find all was decep- 
tion, aiid they remember no more of thetn 
than the idea of a forgotten dream : Nor 
know they often when he faulters out, A- 
inen ; till He himfelf, or fome other, fur- 
prifed by the filence, ftart from his knees, 
and jog up the refl of his fleepy compa-? 
hions. » ^ 
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Is this any thing elfe than an offering of 
the torn and lame to God ? But " curfed 
** be the deceiver which hath in his flock 
^' a male^ and voweth and facrificeth unto 
" the Lord a corrupt thing/' MaLi. 14. 
And can ye read this who follow fuch prac- 
tices, and not fee your own doom? but 
though this fervice is not always gone a- 
bout in the evening with fuch languor as 
has been defcribed, yet thofe who give the 
vigour of their fpirits in the morning to the 
world, and referve only the dregs of the e- 
vening for God, I am afraid will come un- 
der this curfe : the belt you can make of 
it is only half fervice. Now, if a farmer pa]^ 
the one half-year's rent never fo pundually, 
if he ftill continue to negleA the other, will 
his landlord be fatisfied with his condudl ? 
, And think ye God will be well pleafed with 
fuch a partial fervice J 

The omiflxon of family duty is often fo^ 
lowed with the negleft of fecret prayer, 
- whereas the performance of the one is a 
ftrong indication of the obfervance of the 
other. The worfhip of God is a duty found-^ 
ed, not only on revelation, but even in na- 
ture itfelf ; witnefs the worihip which the 
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heathens pay to their imaginary deities. 
And Ihall the poor blind heathens put eji^ 
lightened Chriftians to fliaixje ? 

From ail thi$ may I learn, like this poor 
'man, evening and morning, to be prefent- 
ing my body a living facrifice, holy, ac- 
^ceptablje unto God, which is my Veafon-r 
gble fervice^ Rom. xii, i. renouncing my 
own righteoufnefs, depending upon nothing 
in or about me or my fervices, for accept 
tance with God, but only in the merits pf 
his Son Jefus Chrift alone : And fo may I 
clofethis evening, praying for a blefling 
lapon my poor labours this day, both tq 
jn^felf and others, 
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